
Kuwait emtr caps last on fire 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait ended the world's worst oil field disaster 
wife opulent ce rem ony on Wednesday after taming fee last of 732 
wells torched in fee Gulf war. Hie emir. Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad 
AI Sabah, Sicked a remote-control switch feat sealed fee “last” 
well after firefighters — their e q ui pm ent freshly painted — 
quenched a 50-metre column of fire which had been reignitied for 
fee occasion. The last of fee actual Gulf war fires was exting- 
uished without fanfare earlier in fee day in northern Kuwait. It 
had burned longer than expected because of shifting winds. 
Smoke from Kuwait ofl fires formed a 1,000 kilometre plume 
which blanketed much of fee Gulf for several months since 
February, blotting out fee ™ and causing record low tempera- 
tures. Hundreds of oil lakes, formed by spilled crude, stQl dot the 
emirate’s desert. The well where fee cerem on y took place, 40 
kflometrcs sooth of Kuwait City, had been brought under control 
last week. 


Price: Jordan 106 0s; S a ud i Arabia 1-50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams 


4£jrafjl defence 
^Mnister replaced 

fearadOSIA (Agencies) — Iraqi 
^ .President Saddam Hussein re- 
w ^jaqyed his defence minister 
Wednesday and replaced him 
^- wife luterior Minister AH Hassan 
v^Majeed, the Iraqi News Agen- 
^,ijv{INA) reported. A preaden- 
^ tMdecree said Defence Minister 
^Bosaan Kamel Hassan had been 
ieftsved of his duties. Mr. Ma- 
■^ jeed, who played a leading role in 
Ir^o^shihg post-Gulf war rebelHoos 
j - Jnjbe Kurdish north, will con- 
£-’-TOjta to act as interior minis ter 
\ - the time being, INA said. 

[ liFO sighted in 

« northern Israel 

* 

a- -TEL AVIV (AP) — An mridenti- 
i fled flying object (UFO) was 
. observed in the skies over north- 
ern Israel early Wednesday, 
police reported. “It was a shining 
. object, quite large as compared 
\ to. other sky objects seen at the 

I time,” a police said. Police was 
£ first informed about the UFO at 

II about 3:30 a.m. (0130 GMT) by a 
; local taxi driver. The Itim news 

agency quoted the driver as 
saying the UFO resembled a shin- 
ing hatf-ellipse. “We came to the 
rr area where fee UFO was seen 
and we followed it while driving 
± east ... it was is fee air at the 
V. height of about 200 metres until' 
' fee morning hours,” the driver 
! said. “Then at about 6 a.m. it 
r disappeared.” Asked to describe 
t fee mysterious object’s flight, he 
■' said: “It moved to some point, 
stopped, made turns around itself 
and after several minutes moved 
„ in the northern direction and then 
l bad: to the spot where it has 
“ initially stopped. “It cannot make 
a ssumpti ons and 'decide what it 
was. Tbis is what I saw ... police 
-force wife us arid they saw 
die sam^pictiire.” . 

: Arab allies In war to 
meet in Cairo 

CAIRO (R) — The foreign 
ministers of ax Gulf Arab states, 
Syria and Egypt are due to meet 
in Cairo Sunday to discuss region- 
al security plans and the Arab- 
- Israeli peace talks, Egyptian 
* Foreign Minister Amr Musa said 
Wednesday. Mr. Musa told re- 
porters the ministers would dis- 
t cuss implementation of fee Gulf 
■ security accord readied in March 
: and “achieving cooperation be- 
s tween the ejght states in the fields 
t of security, politics, economy and 
information.” Mr. Musa said the 
mnristeis would also discuss pre- 
parations to start fee second 
phase of fee Middle East peace 
i faint after last week’s peace con- 
s' ference in Madrid. 

Joseph Skaf dies 

BEIRUT (R) — Joseph Skaf, a 
prominent member of the 
Lebanese parliament and a for- 
mer cabinet minister, died of a 
heart attack in Paris Tuesday, 
officials said. Mr. Skaf, 69, from 
the town of Zahleh in the eastern 
Bekaa Valley, served in several 
governments and was defence 
ministe r when Israel invaded 
Lebanon in 1982. His death re- 
duced the number of deputies in 
the 106-seat assembly to 106 and 
gave Mbslims a two-seat major- 
i fee officials said Wednesday. 

> -The last general elections in 
Ijebanon were in 1972. The gov- 
ernment appointed 40 new de- 
puties in June. 

i SLA: No prisoner re- 
J lease expected 

TEL AVIV (AP) — The com- 
mander of Israel's proxy udHtia in 
South Lebanon was quoted by 
Israeli media Wednesday as 
saying be had no {dans to release 
more prisoners from fee Al 
Khiam prison. Freedom for 
Arabs held in the militia’s prison 
; his been demanded as fee price.' 

f°r releasing nine Western bos- 
f ta^esin Lebanon. “I think that at 
i fen paint we have freed enough 
jVrPTOoers from Al Khiam and we 


at this paint,” Antoine Lahd 
of fee South Lebanon Army 
(SLA); milrfifl, was quoted as 
sayog by the daily Haarctz and. 
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Delegation returns from 

Madrid, satisfied case 
presented to the world 


By Sana Atiyeh 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — The joint 
Jordanian- Palestinian delegation 
to the Madrid peace conference 
returned to Amman Wednesday 
to a warm welcome by His Majes- 
ty King Hussein, and expressed 
satisfaction feat they s u ccessfully 
presented the Jordanian and 
P alestinian case to the world 
co mmunit y from the Sp anis h 
capital lari: week. 

King Hussein shook hands with 
the returning delegates, who 
were accompanied by their advis- 
ory and media committees and 
members of fee Jordanian and 
Palestinian press. Also welcom- 
ing the group, which attended the 
U.S.-Soviet sponsored peace con- 
ference, were Prime Minister 
Taber Masri, Palestine Ambassa- 
dor Tayeb Abdul Rahim, Jorda- 
nian officials and fannies of the 
delegates. 

Although stifi unsure of fee 
venue of the next round of talks 
wife Israel, the jubilant-looking 
head of the Jor danian negotiating 
team, Abdul Salam Majah', de- 
scribed die beginning of the his- 
toric conference as a success as he 
returned home with his Palesti- 
nian colleagues. 

“I think we have succeeded,” 
Dr. ' Majali told journalists, 
adding that the Palestinian and 
Jor danian identities had now be- 
come dear to the world. 

“The Palestinian people and 
land were in fee hearts,, in the 
ears and in front of fee eyes of~ 


possibly every person in the 
world, in every village, every 
room and every club,” Dr. Majah 
said. “And that is a great success 
in itself.” 

He added that the conference, 
which was covered worldwide by 
the international media and in 
many cases live on television, had 
also proven wrong the Israeli 
claims that “Jordan is Palestine.” 

“The Jordanian identity was 
very dear and we hoped that we 
clarified in die minds of the peo- 
ple that Jordan is no more Pales- 
tine as the Israelis claimed,” Dr. 
Majali stressed. 

Commenting on whether there 
were any indications that Israel 
would eventually withdraw from 
fee occupied territories. Dr. Ma- 
jali said he hoped that Israel's 
talk of peace would change into 
deeds. 

The leading Jordanian delegate 
told reporters feat the negotiating 
priority for the Kingdom with the 
Israelis in fee next round of meet- 
ings would be Jewish settlements 
in the occupied territories, but 
feat this issue could not be a 
precondition to the negotiations. 

“The issue of the settlements is 
the very first thing to be discussed 
by ns and by the Palestinian 
delegation, and by the Arab de- 
legations,” Dr. Majali said, 
adding that an Israeli freeze^ of 
settlements would not be a pre- 
condition because “you have to 
put a procedure first and then set 
the agenda.” . 

The spokesperson and advisor 


for the Palestinian delegation, 
Hanan Ashrawi, said feat the 
strategies for dealing with the 
issue of Israeli settlements were 
bring worked out by fee Arab 
parties in the conference. 

Dr. Ashrawi told reporters 
upon her arrival that ongoing 
Arab coordination was con- 
tinuing and that the issue of 
settlements “will be the focus of a 
concerted Arab effort.” 

The Palestinian delegation, 
bea ded by Gaza Physician Haidar 
Abdul Sbafi, had demanded that 
Israel put a halt on Jewish settle- 
ments in the Arab territories it 
occupied in 1967 as a confidence- 
building measure before fee 
negotiations for peace started. 

The joint delegation held two 
sessions of bilateral talks with the 
Israeli delegation in Madrid. 

“The first meeting was purely 
procedural, so you cannot start 
by saying T will not work out 
procedural issues until you halt 
settlements’,” Dr. Ashrawi said. 

She said feat it was not the first 
time that the Palestinian people 
meet with the Israelis, being the 
occupier, but that it was fee first 
time that the meeting was on an 
equal basis. 

“It is the first time we .force 
them (Israelis) to sit face to face 
on fee same table on an equal 
basis and to recognise the fact 
that we are a people with national 
rights; with an identity they had 
tned to eradicate all this time, 

r 

(Continued on page 5) 


Baker rebukes Israel for Israel: 
settlement, sets 2 weeks Issue of 
for decision on talks venue site for 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Secretary of State James Baker 
has rebuked Israel for opening a 
new Golan Heights settlement 
within hours of its peace talks 
wife Arab states, saying it’s “hard 
for us to see” how that helps fee 
process. 

Mr. Baker also said Tuesday a 
two-week consulta ti on period is 
needed before Israel and the 
Arab states can decide on when 
and where to hold follow-up talks 
to their historic negotiations in 
Madrid. 

“That’s not an ironclad dead- 
fine,” Mr. Baker said. “The pro- 
cess needs at least two weeks” for 
fee peace conference representa- 
tives to return to their countries 
and consult' wife leaders on the 
next steps. 

He made the comments in a 
news conference wife reporters at 
the White House. 

Asked about Israel’s inaugura- 
tion of a new Jewish settlement in 
the occupied Golan Heights, Mr. 
Baker said: “You know our atti- 
tude on settlements. We’ve made 


it very dear. And it's... hard for 
ns to see how inaugurating a new 
settlement now can help the 
negotiating process that we've 
just finished launching.” 

Just getting the parties to fee 
table in bilateral talks was a 
threshold-crossing milestone, 
said Mr. Baker, who spent count- 
less hours working to make it 
happen. 

“What I think is needed now 
more than anything else are steps 
that would create a positive en- 
vironment for these talks,” he 
said. 

In an obvious slam at Israel, he' 
added, “and steps or actions feat 
are provocative or unilateral, 
steps that would be seen by one 
side or the other as provocative, 
whether they are provocative or 
not, are hardly tikeiy, I think, to 
bmld the kind of dimate feat 
would serve the cause of peace.” 
The ceremony Monday to inau- 
gurate fee new settlement of Kela 
was attended by Israel’s hardline 

(Continued oa page 5) 


Israelis kill Palestinian, 
ban all demonstrations 


tel AVJV (R) — South African 
President F.W. dc Klerk wfll pay 
a feree^fery visit to Israel next 
Vee &.-tiie foreign ministry sahl 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
troops shot and killed a Palesti- , 
man in the West Bank late Tues- 
day and die army said all unau- 
thorised demonstrations in fee 
occupied territories, including 
peace marches, would be banned. 

Troops shot and critically 
wounded Mabdi Abu Al Hassan, 
19, in Arrabeb village in the 
occupied West Bank after 
allegedly he pointed a sub- 
machine gun at them, reports 
said. 

Mr. Hassan later died of his 
wounds. 

have killed 838 Palesti- 
nians since the outbreak of the 
revolt in December 1987, accord- 
ing to a Reuter court. 

Army Chief of Staff Ebud 
Barak told Israeli television his 
troops would prevent all unau- 
thorised demonstrations in -the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

“We wfll not allow any sort of 

demonstrations. With feat, for 
now, if a demonstration develops 
and it is not violent the comman- 
der in the field will consider the 

correct manner to disperee it,” he- 

said. 


“The principal problem is that 
some of fee demonstrations that 
begin with olive brandies ... turn 
quickly into violent demonstra- 
tions wife stone throwing and 
physical confr ontation.” 

Palestinians supporting fee 
landmark Arab-Israeli peace 
talks have come out in their 
thousands in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip decorating army vehi- 
cles wife olive brandies. 

But there have also been smal- 
ler d em ons tr ations by haxdfine 
Palestinian groups against the 
peace process. . __ 

The fundamentalist Hamas 
movement on Tuesday issued a 
leaflet promising death to suppor- 
ters of peace. 

“We ware away those bargain- 
ing away Palestine ... that be who 
will approve fee confiscation of 
Palestine and Jerusalem wifi not 
pass without a punishment. The 
fete of (Anwar) Sadat is alr eady 
known,” it said in reference to 
fee Egyptian president mea in 
1981 

“We bold the FLO, the Palesti- 
nian delegation, and the Arab 
regimes responsible,” the leaflet 
said. 



EHs Mgjesty Kfog Hussein Wednesday receives members of the joint 
JwfrtitoWt uiiuinii de l egati o n to the MaArU peace con fer ence 
upon their return to Amman. The King greets (clockwise) Abdul 
Satan Al Mqjdi, head of the Jordanian team la the delegation, and 
Hanan Ashrawi, a member of the Advisory Committee of the 
rslrntimnn side, and Dr. MqjaH speaks to the press at the airport 
(Photos by Yousef AP Allan) 




King, Arafat discuss outcome 
of peace conference, next moves 


site for 
bilaterals 
could be 
discussed 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s 
spokesman said Wednesday that 
Israel would be willing to listen to 
other proposals for where to hold 
bilateral talks wife Arab states if 
fee Mideast were definitely ruled 
out. 

“We still hold to our position 
♦hat die talks should take place in' 
the region, and we win try to 
consult and reach feat goal,” said 
spokesman Ehud Gol. 

“If this doesn’t work we wifi 
bear other proposals,” he said. 
Israeli newspapers have specu- 
lated that Rhodes or Cyprus 
could be acceptable sites, but Mr. 
CM said only that countries dose 
to die Middle East might be an 
option. 

Mr. Gol later said, however, 
that be was not saying Israel 
would n ecessa ri ly accept a ate 
outside the region. 

Cypres said Wednesday it was 
willing to host the talks. 

The question where bilateral 
talks would be held emerged as a 
key disagreement at the Madrid 
peace talks. Israel wants the talks 
held alternately on its own soil 
and that of each Arab state. Syria 
insists on a neutral site. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker oh Tuesday called on 
-Israel and the Arabs to decide 
within two weeks where fee next 
round of Middle East peace tails 
should be held. 

“If there’s no agreement ... we 
will feel free to submit proposals” 
on a site to follow up the meeting 
in Madrid, Mr. Baker told a 
White House news conference. 

Mr. Gol said that Israel was 
“obviously consulting with tire 
Americans as 4ve0” on the issue: 
of bflateral talks, saying that 
“together we wifi reach some sort 
of undentanding.” 

On Wednesday, the daily 
Haaretz reported feat Israeli offi- 
cials would secretly meet Syrians 
in Europe and a Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation is the 
occupied territories to choose 
sites for the bilateral talks.. 

(Confined on page 5 ) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
Eng Hussein received at Al Nad- 
wa Palace Wednesday Palestine 
President Yasser Arafat and re- 
viewed with him the outcome of 
the first phase of the Madrid 
Middle East peace c on ference. 

The King and Mr. Arafat also 
exchanged views about the re- 
quirements of the next stage in 
tiie peace process, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra said. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan was present at the 
audience as well as Prime Minis- 
ter Taher Masri and other offi-. 
dak together wife a Palestinian 
delegation accompanying Mr. 
Arafat, who arrived here late 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Masri met separately wife 
Mr. Arafat, who left late 
Wednesday, and discussed with 
him the outcome of the peace 
conference he ld in Mad rid. 

Both sides expressed satisfac- 
tion with the Arab parties’ per- 
formance at the Madrid confer- 
ence and the level of coordination 
and cooperation between the 
Jordanian and Palestinian nego- 
tiators who attended the meeting 
in a joint delegation. 

The two tides also discussed 
following up such cooperation at 
the various stages of the peace 
process. 

‘Maxwell 
died of 



Hfc Majesty King Hirwrfcn asd Hk Royal Hjghnww Crown Prince 
Hassan Wednesday meet wife Palestinian leader Yasser Ara&t (Petra 
ptate) 


Following the meeting. In- 
formation Minister Mahmoud Al 
-Sharif said that coordination be- 
tween the two sides wifl continue 
on all matters. 

Asked to comment on reports 
cm tiie prospect of convening an 
Arab summit meeting, Mr. Sharif 
said the subject was not raised at 
the meeting although a number of 
Arab countries have been seeking 
a summit. 

Jordan and the Palestinians 
welcome any Arab summit to 
study means of ending differences 
among Arab states resulting from 


fee Gulf crisis, Mr. Sharif said. 

The venne for bilateral talks at 
tiie peace conference, the minis- 
ter said, is under discussion wife 
the U.S. and the Soviet Union 
but no agreement has been 
reached yet. He said contacts 
were under way with all con- 
cerned parties. 

Mr. Sharif said that Jordan 
does not object to the bflateral 
talks being held in Washington 
provided all other Arab parties 
agree to it. 

(Coatimied on page 5) 


SLA continues shelling 
as Karami assails Sharon 


natural 

causes 


LAS PALMAS, Canary Islands 
(R) — Publishing tycoon Robert 
Maxwell, lost overboard from Ms 
yacht off the Canary bkods, 
(Bed of natural c a u s es and prob- 
ably before be fed into the sea, 
according to autopsy findings on 
Wedn e sday. “The provisional 
fim i ing is th at death was fro m 
natural causes,” said Luis 
G uti errez, the Judge investigat- 
ing the death Tuesday of the 
SJyear-otd magnate rfw 

four-boor first phase of the auto- 
psy in Las Palmas. 

It was believed Mr. MaxweO 
was dead before he went htfio the 
sea but a definitive venfict would 
have to wait until the final auto- 
psy report, lute Gutierrez told 
reporte r s, a heart attack was 
one of the possible natural 
be added. 

Carlos Lopez Lamela, director 
of the Ln Palmas totitue of 
Forensic Medicine where the 
autopsy was performed, said 
more tests Would be carried out 
in Seville and Oxford, England, 
to determine for certain wh e the r 
the publisher died before be 
went into fee sea or from drown- 


nml) 


TYRE (Agencies) — Israeli- 
backed militiamen shelled vil- 
lages in South Lebanon Wednes- 
day in retaliation for a roadside 
bomb explosion, security sources 
said. 

The sources, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, said the 
explosion took place at 1:30 p.m. 
(1130 GMT) on a road leading to 
a position manned by Israel's 
proxy, fee South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) militia. 

They (fid not have an immedi- 
ate word on casualties. 

Hizbollah (Party of God) 
claimed responsibility for tbe 
attack. 

'In a statement released in this 
southern port city, Hizbollah said 
the explosion blew up a joint 
Israefi-SLA patrol, kiUmg'of 
wounding three members of the 
patrol. 

SLA gunners retaliated by 
shelling the villages erf Yater and 
Hadafeoh, both near Rsbaf and 
within the United Nations* 
peacekeepers’ zone of opera- 
tions, the sources said. 

A source at the U.N. 
peacekeepers’ headquarters in 
the bender town erf Naqoura sahl 
at least 40 rounds of mortar shells 
fell on the two villages. 

The source said Israel also shel- 
led for a second day “Hizbollah 


targets” around the southern 
market- town of Nabatiyeh and 
tbe nearby Iqfim Al Tuffiah, in 
adefitin to fields of BeDafeb and 
Am A/Tineh in the western Be- 
kaa Valley in southeast Lebanon, 
with Howitzers. 

Another 40 artillery rounds 
were fired from Israeli and SLA 
positions inside Israel’s self-styled 
“security zone” in the south on 
the same areas overnight, the 
U.N. source added. 

Tbe security sources reported 
no casualties from the shelling, 
which renewed Tuesday after a 
two-day lull in the weeUong mas- 
sive bo m b ar dment of Nabatiyeh 
and a duster of nearby villages. 

That wave of violence came to 
a halt late Saturday, when tbe 
United Suites repeatedly inter- 
vened with the Israelis to prevent 
harm to the peace talks in Mad- 
rid. 

Lebanese Prime Minister 
Omar v«™ni hit out at Israeli 
Housing Minister Ariel Sharon 
for calling for the Jewish state to 
doable the size of tiie “security 
zone” in south Lebanon. 

“It is not surprising 'Such dec- 
larations are made by Ariel Shar- 
on who is known for bis extrem- 
ist, bloody, terrorist history 
against Lebanon and all Arabs,” 
Mr. Karami said. 


Abu Jaber 

returns, 

says 

Madrid 
first step 
for peace 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Fore- 
ign Minister Kamel Abu 
Jaber returned to Amman 
Wednesday after holding 
talks in Brussels with 
European Community 
(EC) foreign ministers on 
political and economic 
issues of concern to Jor- 
dan and Europe. 

Dr. Abu Jaber who earlier 
flew to Brussels Friday after 
leading tbe joint Jordanian- 
Pakstiman delegation to the 
Madrid peace conference, 
said in a statement upon re- 
turning to Amman that the 
peace con fe rence con stitut ed 
a step towards achieving a 
comprehensive peace in the 
Middle East. 

He said a peace settlement 
would come within a defined 
agenda based on internation- 
al legality and U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 242 and 
338, which call for the ex- 
change of land for peace and 
Israel’s withdrawal from all 
Arab territories, including 
Arab Jerusalem, and tbe res- 
toration of the Palestinian 
people’s righs in their home- 
land. 

Dr. Abu Jaber said that the 
conf er ence, reopened tbe file 
of the Palestinian issue and 
placed Israel face to face with 
the crucial question of peace. 

The conference showed 
that Israel's call for direct 
negotiations wife tbe Arabs 
in the past years was only a 
manoeuvre and the coming 
weeks wfll show Israel’s real 
intentions and whether it has 
fee desire to deal with the 
•Palestine problem on the 
basis of justice and interna- 
tional legitimacy. Dr. Abu 

Jaber said. 

The conference, he said, 
offered tbe Arabs fee chance 
to present their demands to 
the world, especially to the 
superpowers. 

Ms talks in Brussels were 
success fu l. Dr. Abu Jaber 
said. The EC ministers have 
voiced their countries’ sup- 
port for Jordan and their 
backing for His Majesty King 
Hussein’s vase leadership and 
policies, he said. 

The EC ministers have 
offered assistance to Jordan. 
Italy in particular said it 
would give Jordan $40 mil- 
lion in fee wrtmgrfiate future. 
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FLP freezes its 


membership in PLO 


Executive Committee 


DAMASCUS (AP) — George 
Habash Wednesday announced 
the freezing of die membership of 
his group, the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
(FFLP), in the Palestine libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) Execu- 
tive Committee. 

He said his group's central 
committee on the freeze 

“because we cannot bear respon- 
sibility for the wrong policy 
adopted by the dominant lead- 
ership (of the PLO)” in attending 
the Madrid Middle East peace 
conference. 

Addressing a crowded news 
.conference at has Damascus head- 

S uarters, Dr. Habash maintained 
tat a Middle East settlement can 
only come about through the 
implementation of all relevant 
United Nations resolutions. 

He charged that the United 
States, which worked strenuously 
:for the convening of the Madrid 
conference last week, “is seeking 
a solution which has nothing to 
do with international law or U.N. 
resolutions." 

He said: “The United States is 
proposing a liquidatory settle- 
ment winch ignores the Palesti- 
nians' rights, while guaranteeing 
Israel’s security and superiority. 

“Above all it provides Israel 
with Palestinian, Arab and inter- 
national recognition of its illegiti- 
mate presence on our land.” 
Dr. Habash said a continuing 
illegal Israeli occupation of 
Palestinian territory gives die 
Pales tinians “the right to escalate 
the intifada." 

. “We also have the right to 
.escalate military action against 
military targets inside Israel,” he 
added. 

The FFLP claimed responsibil- 
ity for an attack on an Israeli 
settlers’ bus the day two days 
before the opening of die Madrid 
conference, which killed two 


Israelis and wounded' fivp. 

The leader of the group spoke 
seated in front of' a poster of 
Lenin and Latin American re- 
volutionary theorist Che 
Guevara. 

Other posters in the room 
showed Palestinian boys throwing 
rocks at Israeli troops, predicting 
victory in the intifada. 

Stressing his words with an 
uplifted index finger. Dr. Habash 
vowed that “We shall continue 
the struggle to achieve freedom 
and independence, repatriation 
and self determination, for a 
Palestinian state with Jerusalem 
as its capital.” 

He appealed for unity against 
“all secondary conflicts which 
only serve die enemy.” 

He said the PFLP would 
cooperate with all other groups, 
including the Islamic fun- 
damentalist Hamas in the occu- 
pied territories. 

“But this cooperation will not 
reach the stage of fo r mi ng a block 
that could be regarded as an 
alternative to the PLO," he 
added. 

Dr. Habash responded with a 
brusque “no” when asked if he 
approved of calls by pro-Iranian 
Islamic fundamentalist Palesti- 
nian groups, and some Iranian 
leaden, for the assassination of 
the Arab delegates for attending 
the Madrid co nferen ce. 

He explained that the PFLP 
would retain its membership of 
other PLO institutions. 

But be warned that if the PLO 
continued with “other deviatkm- 
ist steps,” the PFLP would with- 
draw completely from the execu- 
tive committee, making its freeze 
permanent 

Dr. Habash added that his 
group would take similar action 
also if Israel continued to estab- 
lish new settlements in the occu- 
pied territories. 


Hammadi 


named 


adviser 


to Saddam 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iraq’s ruling 
Revolution Command Council 
has made former Prime Minister 
Saadoun Hammadi a special 
adviser to President Saddam Hus- 
sein, the Iraqi News Agency 
(INA) on Wednesday quoted a 
government newspaper as saying. 

The daily Babfl, run by Presi- 
dent Saddam’s son, Oudai, said 
Mr. Hammadi, a Shiite, was 
made an adviser to President 
with the rank of minis- 
ter. 

Shiites make up 55 per cent of 
Iraq’s 17 million population, but 
President Saddam and most of his 
ruling elite are members of the 
min o ri ty Sunni sect, many from 
Tikrit 120 kflometres north of 
Baghdad. 

In September, the RCC 
appointed a new prime minister, 
Mohammad A1 Zubaidi, to re- 
place Dr. Hammadi. Dr. ZubaitM 
is also a Shiite. 

DR. Hammadi had been be 
only Shute in the government and 
on the RCC. Reasons for his 
sacking were never divulged. 

President Saddam had 
appointed Dr. Hammadi, a veter- 
an of the ruling Arab Baath 
Socialist Party, on March 23. 

It was the first time he had 
appointed a prime minister, hav- 
ing previously held the post him- 
self. Dr. Hammadi's appointment 
was part of a pledging 

greater democracy. 

In that 'reshuffle, he also made 
then-Forelgn Minister Tareq Aziz 
a deputy prime minister. Ahmad 
Hussein Al Khudayer, a former 
head of the presidential office, 
became the new foreign minister. 

Dr. Hammadi would now have 
die rank of a cabinet minister, 
INA said. 

President Saddam increased 
the number of his advisers from 
seven to nine in September. 


Amnesty 
reports 
torture in 


Djibouti 


LONDON (R) — Amnesty Inter- 
national said Wednesday that 
security police in Djibouti tor- 
tured up to 300 people in the lasl 
year, with prisoners being swung 
from poles, beaten, burned with 
cigarettes and given electric 
shocks. 

The London-based human 
, rights group said in its first major 
'report on the country in the Horn 
of Africa dial it received reports 
of “police brutality” as recently 
as two months ago when 10 peo- 
ple died in detention. 

‘ "The government said 11 years 
ago that torture would be stop- 
ped, but the evidence shows that 
it's still happening,” amnesty 
said. 


The organisation said that in- 
vestigations into previous inci- 
dents have found tha the security 
police “systematically tortured” 
more than 200 members of a 
Somali clan arrested in October 
1990 after the bombing of a cafe 
in Djibouti. 

Members of the Afar ethnic 
group arrested in January after an 
attack on an army barracks have 
also been tortured, it said. 

Amnesty said its representa- 
tives visited Djibouti and inter- 
viewed dozens of prisoners 


It said the results bore out their 
claims of being tortured by such 
methods as *the swing” — being 
tied by the hands arid feet to a 
bar, gagged with a sponge soaked in 
detergent and beaten over the 
body — or having a bottle forced 
into the anus. 


Iraqi minister voices 
alarm about crime 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq’s justice 
mini ster, Shabib A1 Maliki, said 
in remarks published Wednesday 
that car thieves should be hanged 
to halt a crime wave the govern- 
ment blames on U.N. sanctions. 

His comments, in the state ran 
weekly Alef Ba, were die most 
serious indication to date of offi- 
cial concern about the rise in 
crime which has taken a violent 
turn in recent months. 


worrying problem,” confided a 
senior government official' who 
declined to be Identified. “I even 
have to lock my car in the minis- 
try car park.” 

Mr. Maliki said his ministry 
urgently needed more staff, 
money and buildings to cany out 
its works. More than 70 jucficial 
buildings were destroyed in the 
Golf war and a rebellion that 
followed it, he said. 


“To deter thieves the ministry 
has suggested the application of 
the death penalty to any car 
thief,” Mr. Maliki said. 

Under Iraqi law, thieves face a 
mnrimum of five years in jail. 

Thieves can be banged if they 
commit rape or other crimes at 
the same time but Mr. Maliki said 
such “special conditions” should 
not apply to car thieves. 


He said bail should be refined 
to suspected criminals, “so they 
will not take the opportu ni ty to 
escape the punishment waiting 
for diem." 

A1 Iraq, a semi-official daily, 
published interviews with police 
officers Wednesday in which they 
detailed interviews with two 
gangs of thieves who stole 32 
vehicles in one night. 


He told Alef Ba that Iraqi 
courts could not cope with of 
criminals appearing before them 
and said car theft in particular 
had “recently taken on alarming 
proportions.” 

Iraqi government officials are 
extremely concerned about theft, 
a daily occurrence in die capital 
since the end of the Gulf war. 

They blame U.N. trade sanc- 
tions and the freezing of Iraq’s $4 
billion of overseas assets for 
creating conditions of poverty 
and privation in which crime 
flourishes. 


“We just poshed the cars out of 
their garages, hit the ignition and 
fled. There are always people 
ready to pay for our cars or spare 
parts from them," it quoted one 
thief as confessing. 

Residents say that many vehi- 
cles, especially luxury saloons, 
find their way to Iran where they 
can fetch up to 30,000 for Iraqis 
starved of foreign currency. 

They are often stuffed with 
electronic items originally as well 
as stolen electric cable, steel wire 
and predons stones and metals — 
all in short snpply in Iran. 


Crime often makes front-page 
news in post-Golf war Iraq, de- 
spite the presence of a formidable 
array of security services in every 
walk of life. Forgery, cheque 
book crime and robbery at jewel- 
lers shops are common occurr- 
ences, newspapers report. 

“Crime is becoming a truly 


Their route takes them over 
the ragged mountain passes of 
Kurdistan, where rebel groups 
and the Baghdad gov e r n ment are 
involved in a tease standoff over 
a peace and autonomy deal. 

Army roadblocks regularly 
stop newer-looking cars travelling 
into Kurdistan. 


U.N. chief urges Israel 


and Arabs to compromise 


MADRID (R) — United Nations 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar Tuesday called for 
concessions by both Israel and 
the Arabs in order not to jeopar- 
dise Middle East peace talks 
which opened in Madrid last 
week. 

“Madrid has proved that dia- 
logue is possible," be said in his 
first comments since unpre- 
cedented bilateral talks between 
the Middle East adversaries en- 
ded early Monday. 

In order to create a favourable 
climate for the talks to continue, 
Israel should suspend its settle- 
ments on occupied Arab land, 
Mr. Perez de Cuellar told Spam’s 
Canal Phis television. 

“On the other hand Arab 
states should change their sys- 
tematic anti-Israel rhetoric wfakh 
obviously creates in Israel an 
atmosphere of mistrust regarding 
Arab countries’ wfll to recognise 
Israel ...” he said. 

Israel and three Arab delega- 
tions reported little progress after 
separate meetings Sunday but 
they agreed to continue negotiat- 
ing an end to the 43-year conflict. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar deplored 
the absence of the United Na- 
tions at the Madrid talks, which 
were co-sponsored by the United 
States and the Soviet Union. He 
cited Israel's mistrust of the orga- 
nisation, which he said was 
rooted in General Assembly re- 
solutions describing Zionism as 
racism. 

“I naturally think the presence 
of the U.N. is indispensable since 
file framework for the negotia- 
tions is (provided by) three very 
important U.N. resolutions,” he 
said. 

He added that the talks will 
have to bring in the United Na- 
tions sooner or later, if only to 
implement future agreements. 


Kurdish and Shiite groups. U.N. 
operations permitted allied 
troops to withdraw from northern 
Iraq where they were providing 
relief aid to Kurds. 

Prince Sadruddin, the 
secretary-general’s personal en- 
voy for humanitarian aid in the 
Gulf, is also to continue plans for 
relief operations in Iraq and de- 
vise a scheme to distribute any 
goods purchased under Security 
Council Resolution 706. 

This resolution permits Iraq to 
sell $1.6 billion worth of oil in 
exchange for emergency huma- 
nitarian supplies, which the Un- 
ited Nations ts to supervise and 
help distribute. 

Iraq has protested bitterly 
against trade sanctions, saying 
they are paralysing the country 
and causing outbreaks of mal- 
nutrition and disease since the 
end of the war. 

The United States insists Iraq 
has not declared all its assets and 
wants to make sure food was not 
being used as a political weapon. 
Washington has also said sanc- 
tions would remain m effect as 
long as Saddam Hussein is in 
power. 


Baghdad authorities have not 
accepted Resolution 706 on oQ 
exports for food imports which 
Iraqi Trade Minister Mohammad 
Mendi Saleh told Reuters rele- 
gated his country to a state of 
refugees. 

“How can we accept that some- 
one else handle the people's 
money?” the minis ter said, with 
proof of next year’s food ration 
cards on bis lap. 

To date, Iraq has received food 
and medicines from relief agen- 
cies or its own purchases abroad, 
leading Western nations to de- 
mand where Iraq had received 
the fends. 


U.N. accord with Iraq 


A senior U.N. official expects 
to go to Iraq next week to renew 
a controversial pact permitting 
tiie United Nations to distribute 
relief aid and place 500 security 
guards around the country. 

Western diplomats said the 
official. Prince Sadruddin Aga 
Khan, bad told envoys in Geneva 
be planned to go to Baghdad 
about Nov. 11 to negotiate a 
memo of understanding signed at 
the ur ging of the United States 
and its allies at the end of the 
Gulf war last ApriL The memo 
expires on Dec. 31. 

At that time, the coalition that 
fought Iraq in the war wanted 
U.N. security guards to protect 


Iraqi diplomats maintain Bagh- 
dad has no large reserves and was 
drawing on some of its assets 
overseas and funds generated 
from a trickle of trade with Jor- 
dan permitted under the sanc- 
tions regime. 

Most purchases have to be 
cleared through the Security 
Council’s Sanctions Committee. 

While the majority of requests 
are approved, the Unitd States 
and Britain recently have turned 
down supplies they say are not for 
emergency needs, but to repair 
the country’s war-damaged in- 
frastructure. 

These included lampposts from 
Spain, bricks for a new building 
from Bulgaria and Tunisian tank- 
er trucks for carrying vegetable 
oil, committee envoys said. 


Morocco frees 26 military 
men jailed for coup bids 


RABAT (R) — The Moroccan 
authorities have freed 26 military 
prisoners involved in abortive 
coups against the monarchy who 
were held for more than 18 years 
in conditions so harsh 30 of their 
colleagues died, a spokesman for 
tiie Moroccan Association of Hu- 
man Rights (AMDH) said 
Wednesday. 

Convicted for their part in 
attempts to kfll King Hassan in 
1971 and 1972, the 26 survivors 
were freed between Sept. 23 and 
Oct. 29 after demolition of the 
remote fortress prison of Tazma- 
mart in the Allas Mountains, the 
spokesman said. 

King Hassan and the govern- 
ment denied the existence of Taz- 
mamart. It was demolished in 
September after numerous hu- 
man rights groups including 
London-based Amnesty Interna- 
tional denounced the inhumane 
conditions of detention. 

Most of those freed — 13 
officers and 13 non- 
commissioned officers — had 
been sentenced to between three 
and 20 years and the majority had 
already served their time. 

Twelve were convicted for 
their part in an Amy raid on the 


king's seaside palace at Skhirat in 
July 1971, and the remaining 14 
for their involvement in an air 
force attack on an airliner bring- 
ing the king back from France in 
August 1972. 

One of the released men, who 
spoke on condition be not be 
named, told Reuters they were 
held in total darkness at Tazma- 
mart without any contact with 
their families. He said he had 
been warned not to reveal details 
of their ordeal. 

He said 30 prisoners of the 
original 58 moved to Tazmamart 
in August 1973 had died of mal- 
nutrition, disease or by suicide. 
Two hanged themselves in March 
and June this year. 

The inmates were fed with stale 
bread and bean soups and given 
meat only once a year. Most had 
lost their teeth and were given 
dentures and medical treatment 
before their release. 

He said 18 months before leav-. 
ing Tazmamart one of the prison- 
ers, an electronics specialist, 
made a small radio and they 
heard reports of their detention 
cm the British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration and Radio France Inter- 
nationale. 


Kurds head 


for Baghdad, 
say lift 
blockade 


SHAQLAWA, Iraq (R) — A 
delegation of Kurdish rebels left 
Iraqi Kurdistan for Baghdad 
Wednesday to ask the govern- 
ment to lift a blockade which is 
paralysing life in areas under 
their control. 

The two-week-old blockade, imposed 
u winter closes in on northern 
Iraq, has chocked off supplies of 
feel and food and restricted key 
government services to the rebel 
areas. 

Kurds and relief workers say it 
is designed pressure the rebels, 
whose post-Gulf war unrest col- 
lapsed at the end of March, into 
accepting a peace and autonomy 
deal. 

“These are dever moves by 
Baghdad to remind us that they 
are in control and time they can 
warm Kurds in many ways,” said 
Hosyhar Zebari, a spokesman for 
the Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP) of Massoud Barzani. 

“The Iraqi tactics are placing 
enormous pressure on urban 
Kurds who rely heavily on gov- 
ernment sendees.” 

The Kurdistan Front, an 
umbrella group of eight Kimfaaah 
political parties, sent a four- 
member team to Bandhdad to 
persuade the government to re- 
lent. 

The blockade, in an area where 
there have been no telephone 
links since the Gulf war, has 
demonstrated how completely 
Iraqi Kurds depend on the Bagh- 
dad government for the goods 
and services that make normal 
life possible. 

Most Kurds live in a handful of 
cities linked by major highways 
that snake in and out of 
government-controlled territory. 
By dosing checkpoints along 
those highways, the government 
has paralysed transport in the 
region. 

Local travel is difficult as a 
near-total fuel blockade has shut 
petrol stations across northern 
Iraq. The garage at Sharia wa, 
normally jammed with taxis and 
travellers, was deserted on Tues- 
day. 

The lack of fuel and other 
supplies has also threatened 
attempts by the U.N. and other 
relief agencies to build shelters 
and stockpile food for Kurds in 
the mountains before winter 
takes hold. 

But there are other more im- 
mediate problems. In an area 
with no telephone lines, com- 
munications ceases when trans- 
portation grinds to a halt. 

The front has been negotiating 
the peace and autonomy deal 
with Baghdad since the collapse 
of the March rebellion sent up to 
two million Kurds fleeing to Tur- 
key and Iran. 

“Die government has indicated 
that it is willing to talk,” said 
Mahmoud Osman, bead of the 
Kurdistan Socialist Party. 

The team is headed by Sami 
Rachman, head of tiie Kurdistan 
Popular Democratic Party and a 
veteran negotiator. 

KDP leader Massoud Barzani 
negotiated the latest autonomy 
deal which has been on the table 
since August. 

The deal builds on a 1970 
autonomy agreement but which 
Kurds say was never fully re- 
spected. 

Mr. Barzani and his chief rival 
Jalal Talabani, leader of the Pat- 
riotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), 
disagree over whether to accept 
the latest deal. Mr. Talabani 
wants the disputed oil city of 
Kirkuk and other towns included 
in a new autonomous region. 

Kurdish sources say the Milit- 
ary Cordination Centre (MCC), 
the residual U.S. and allied milit- 
ary presence in northern Iraq, 
met Iraqi army officers in Fayda 
Monday to complain about the 
blockade. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Tehran paper rejects reports of atom bomb 


NICOSIA (AP) — An Iranian ne wsp a p er said Wednesday that 
Western reports alleging Iran was trying to build a nuclear weapon 
were aimed at discrediting Tehran because it was standing up to a 
U.S. plot to strengthen Israel. The Faxsi-langnage daily, Abrar, 
said in an editorial titled “the big lie,” that the allegations were 
“part of a plot against Third Work! countries which strive to 
preserve their independence.” In excerpts carried by the Islamic 
Republic News Agency (ERNA), the radical dafly said that 
following Iran’s vocal o pp os i ti o n to Arab-Isracli peace-talks, “it 
was quite dear that the U.S. would launch a conspiracy against . 
Iran. The U.S. lies about Iran are aimed at blocking Iran’s £ 
economic and cooperation with other countries, especial- / 

ly when Tehran and Peking are paving the way for an expanded 
cooperation in Asia.” 




U.S. navy honours Saudi commanders 


BAHRAIN (AP) — The U.S. navy has honoured four royal Saudi 
Naval Forces commanders for their role in support of multinational 
forces during Operation Desert Storm, the navy spokesman 
reported Tuesday. Hie commander of U.S. naval forces central 
Rear Admiral Raynor A. K. Taylor presented the 
fru m p y , star medal to the four on behalf of President George Bush. 
The ce rem ony took place at the naval headquarters in Saadi 
Arabia Sunday. The first award went to Prince Fahd, royal Saudi 
naval forces deputy commander, for his “exceptionally meritorious 
service” daring the war. 
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Eritrea releases 100 Egyptian fishermen % % L „, 

I O' 


CAIRO (AP) — A group of 100 Egyptians returned home Tuesday 
after four months of detention in Eritrea, northern Ethiopia, 
foreign ministry sources said. The sources said another 92 Egyptian 
fishermen were scheduled to return home on Friday. The release 
followed intense negotiations with Eritrean authorities, the sources 
said without going into details. The returning fishermen told tbe- 
newspaper AI Ah ram that they were on a fishing trip in 
international waters of the Red Sea on June 28 when six armed 
Eritrean speedboats took them prisoners. “The Eritreans claimed 
we violated their territorial waters,” Talaat Al Badrawi, an 
Egyptian fisherman was quoted as saying. The Eritreans fought 
Ethiopia’s central government for 30 years before ousting Presi- 
dent Mengjstu Hade Mariam earlier this year. 


Crew of arms ship face Turkish Jail 


ISTANBUL (R) — An Istanbul prosecutor is seeking jafl terms of 
up to 24 years for the captain and two crew members of a 
Cyprus-registered ship seized while carrying amts through the 
Bosphorus. The Anatolian news agency said Istanbul state security, 
court prosecutor Mustafa Emre had asked for jail terms erf 16 to 24 
years for the captain, his deputy and the wireless operator of the 
Cape Maleas for “organisedly bringing arms into tire country and 
transporting them.” The 2,700-tonne freighter was seized in the 
Bosphorus waterway on OcL 22 with an unspecified number of. 
rocket launchers, anti-aircraft guns, cannons and ammunition- 
loaded in Bulgaria and claimed by Iran. Cape Maleas, operated by 
Good Fate Shipping Company of Piraeus, was chartered to tire 
Iranian state owned shipping Hne on Sept. 12. The three detained' 
crew members are Greek, other crew members have been released. 


Aeroflot flies Immigrants direct to Israel 


TEL AVIV (R) — The first direct flight by the Soviet airline 
Aeroflot taking Soviet Jewish immigrants to Israel arrived fa die 
Jewish state Tuesday with 125 people on board, farad Radio said. 
Israeli officials had looked forward to the flight for more than a 
year, seeing it as a sign of impr oved relations. But it was delayed by 
tire Soviet Union, which was afraid the immigrants would move 
into tiie Arab lands occupied by Israel. The Soviet Union, which 
broke relations with Israel over tire 1967 Middle East war, renewed 
full diplomatic ties on Oct. 18. Direct tourist and other flights 
between the two countries began earlier tins year. 


Turkey destroys 4,700 cattle 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey has slaughtered 4,700 cattle infected 
with rinderpest, or cattle plague, and vaccinated more than four 
million othfas after finding the disease in livestock smuggled from 
Iran and Iraq, officials said Tuesday.’The disease was first seen in 
animals smuggled from neighbouring countries,” said Hakfci 
Ozbek, head of the agriculture ministry’s protection and control, 
department He told Anatolian news agency more than 5,000 other 
animals were suspected to have rinderpest. Ministry teams plan to 
vaccinate All Turkey’s nearly 14 m3Uon cattle. The agency said 
meat prices had risen 40 per cent in the past two weeks because 
cattle markets and abattoirs were closed. 


Waldheim optimistic on Cyprus solution 


NICOSIA (AP) — Au strian President Kurt Waldheim on Wednes- 
day expressed optimism about possible progress in striving the 
Cyprus problem. Dr. Waldheim cited tiie Arab- Israeli peace 
conference in Spain as evidence that bitter divisions in the Middle 
East could move toward a solution. “The Madrid conference shows 
dearly that the situation is improving,” he told r ep ort er s. “It is 
posable to have progress. Austria is always ready to do whatever it 
can for Cyprus." Earlier, Dr. Waldheim held talks with President 
George Vassilkm . The two heads of state also travelled to the 
western port of Paphos with their wives and toured ancient sites 
there. 


Germans fined for urging U.S. soldiers to desert 


MAINZ, Germany (R) — A German court fined two politicians 
from the radical Grecos Party Tuesday for urging U.S. soldiers to 
desert during the Gulf crisis. Gemot Rotter, a former member trf 
the state parliament in RhhteJand-Palatmafe, was fined 2,400 
marks (SI, 472) and the Greens’ press spokesman in the state, Olaf 
Hagedom, was fined 1,000 marks ($613). The court acknowledged 
that tiie two men might have had lofty motives in pubhdy 
encouraging U.S. servicemen in November 1990 to desert rather 
than fight Iraq, but said they had broken German law. 
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PROGRAMME TWO 
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1830 ........ Magny 

1M8 News in French 

19:15 Cirque 

t9-_J3 — News in Hebrew 

2MB News in Arabic 
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21:16 Sherlock! 
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1646 Maghreb 

1&06 .. ‘Lb 

CHURCHES 

a. Mag of Naamdk Chareh Swrffirh 

TeL 810740 

AomabUc* of Cod Chrrtk, Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Oarch Tel. 624590. 
Cfeordi of the Ammadatfon Tel. 

637440. 

fl}> b Safe Own* TeL 661757 
Tr tv min Chert* Tel: 622366 


Chord: of the Anaanrlatfe a TeL 

623541. 

Aaglean CM TeL 62S383. TeL 
628543. 

Antaln Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Air emba Orthodox Chard Tel. 
775261. 

SL Epbatut CM TeL 77 1 731. 
Awon I nternal! no a l Oarch Tel. 
827981, 685326. 

■— dfa d Lofbena Ckmxh Tel: 
811295. 

The Chach of Jcaa Chriat of Latter- 
Day Safer* TeL 823824 md 654932. 

' TeL 675691. 



Amman 55 per cent. Aqaba 38 per 


BaAatm sappSed by die Depatmtanot 
M e te orology. 

Another nse is temprjran:cc!i w9 
lake place and me low clouds wfll 
appear. Winds wO be tight and vari- 
able. In Aqaba, winds wa be northerly 
moderate and km calm. 

• MmJmaa. team. 

Amman 09/23 

A qrim 14/29 

Derm 03/24 

Jordan Valley 16 / 30 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 21, Aqaba 26- Hnaddhy radfegc 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Rayed Halayn 793522 

Dr. Yabya AbdolRahbn 736072 

Dr. Fakhxi Abo Taych ........... 885880 

Dr. Htfea 790286 

Fins pharmacy 661912 

Ffenfows pharmacy 778336 

AlAsema pharmacy 637055 

Nanookh pharmacy ..... 623672 

AlSalam pharmacy 636730 

Ya coMb poa n m cy ................ 644945 

Shmr i i s ui pharmacy 637660 

raofc 

Dr. Hamdi Barium 

Al Sham* pharmacy 

ZABQA.- 

Dr. Ghana Al Fhqih (_) 


KhaUfefa pharmacy 985417 

emergencies 

CSvfl Defence Department 661111 

CM1 Defence Immediate 

Reacoe 630341 

Qvil Defence Emergency 199 

Resow Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department .... 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

PriwCamptemts 661176 

Water and S e w erag e 
Compiamts 897467 

AflifliMi Mum npnfit y 

Compfamb 787111 

Telephone tufffwtimi 

JBsisamct;) 121 

.Overseas udb 010230 

Central Anmaa T e l ephone 

Repairs 6Z310I 

Abdaa Telephone Reputes 661101 

Jordan Tdcririoa 773111 


Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordau Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Aha led. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre ..... 813813/32 
Kbalidi Maternity. J. Amo... 644281/6 
Akilefa Maternity. J. Anw.... 642441/2 

Jobal Amman Maternity 642362 

Molhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

Umvosity Hospital 845845 

Al-Moasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdaa 666127/37 

ALAfafi, AbdaU 664164/6 

Itabm, AJ-Mubajrceo 777101/3 

ALBashir, J. Aflhnfieh 775111/26 

Anny. Marks B9J611/J5 

Owen Aim Hospital 60224050 

Antal Hospital 674U5 

ZARQA: 


Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

Zaras National Hospital .. 

Rm Situ Hospital <09)986732 

AltOm Modem HmpftaJ (DSpmBO 

DMDi 

Princess Bawna Hospital .. 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

IbnAlNafces Hospital. <02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)314111 
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Ottmr Flights (Twrelnaf 2) 


14:15 Doha, Muscat 

17:5* L Cairo 


Uppe g /km er prion Is fii per leg. 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


This information is sappSed by Royal 
Jordaeam (RJ) informatian de par t- 
meat at the Ooecn Age feteraafemaf 
Airport TeL (08)53300-5, where k 
sbodd atwaya be aerified 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) FUgM* 
(Twinkial 1) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flight* 
(Tannlna! 1) 
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Queen reviews projects 
with World Bank envoys 


• ‘AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majes- 
’ ty Queen Noor has received 

two World Bank envoys who 
y Txave been stodying two project 

■ •proposals submitted by die 
' Royal Society for the Con- 
- serration of Nature (RSCN) 

■ ’far funding from the World 

■ iBank.. 

, - The two envoys Nicole 
'-Gfimeux and Alain Fuedy de 
.’Gmfflc presented the Queen 
:; .with. their draft recommenda- 
. dons to the World Bank aimed 
^ securing funding and tech- 

■ meal assistance to impk n n rai t 

■ the two. projects. They said 
1 that they were deeply impress* 
: ed by Jordan’s achievements in 
; ‘pHnrkfing protection to the en- 

■ 'vironment and preserving its 
. 'natural resources. There are 
' pion e e ri ng efforts in the region 
. ‘add the Third World at large, 

• .the; envoys said. 

■ ; The RSCN has applied for 
. the funds to the World Bank 
' * through its Global Environ- 
meut Faodity (GEF) program- 
me. One of the two proposed 
^projects hi to provide proteo 

■ -tibn to the Aqaba coast from 
ppOntion caused by the fallout 
of phosphate, cement and sul- 
phur dust and protection to the 
coral reefs and marine fife, 
considered a national wealth. 


The project also includes 
creating a wild life reserve at 
Wadi Rnm in southern Jordan, 
complete with touristic services 
and the protection of the di- 
verse species of animal s and 
plants in that area. 

The second proposed pro- 
ject conce rn s titer Dana Wild 
Life Reserve near Tafiteh. The 
project entails setting up a 
number of industrial, touristic 
and agricultural projects 
around the reserve area. 

According to Ms. Gtineur, 
once the Dana project has 
been implemented, it would 
serve as a model for others in 
the whole region and also at 
the international level. 

The Queen, who is patron of 
the International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature 
(UCN), thanked the two 
World Bank envoys and stres- 
sed her support for all projects 
parried out by the RSCN to 
provide protection to any natu- 
ral wealth and to create job 
opport un ities for Jordanians, 
especially in the rural areas of 
Jordan. 

RSCN President Anis 
Muasher was present at the 
meeting, which took place at 
the Ma’wa Palace. 


Queen distributes awards 
to competition winners 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Wednesday distri- 
buted prizes to the winners of the 
Queen Noor Award for Chil- 
dren’s Literature in a ceremony 
held at Royal Cultural Centre. 

Dr. Mahmoud Shalabt and AH 
AI Batttri won for their poetry. 
Fatfai Masri won the prize for 
plays while the prize for the short 
story and popular heritage was 
withheld. 

■ Each of the winners received 
JD 1,000 for their distinguished 
accomplishments. 

Minister of Education Eid 
Dahiyat delivered an address in 
which he underlined the minis- 


try’s keenness on providing cul- 
ture and knowledge to children 
and fostering the love for read- 
ing. 

Nabileh Wahbeh, from the 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation, re- 
viewed the various stages of the 
award, winch from the 

Children’s Liter atur e Symposium 
organised in 1987. 

After tiie distribution of the 
prizes, the Queen opened a 
national book exhibition of chil- 
dren’s books displaying the works 
of 40 Jordanian writers. A total of 
150 titles covering short stories, 
poetry folklore culture and others 
are covered. 
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61 Cabinet approves Jordanian 
attendance at meetings 

■J® AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan is to 
ft* take part in the seventh meeting 
J*' of the Arab Transport Monsters 
® Criuncil doe to open in Tripoli;; 

** Libya, on Nov. 20, according to a 
statement by the Conned of 
Ministers. 1 
■ The statement said that Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Transport and Communications 
AH Snheamat will lead tiie Jorda- 
nian delegation to that meeting. 

3 ; The cabinet also said that Jor- 

Ifc dan will participate in the ninth 
gathering -of the Arab Interior 
H^'Kfinisteis meeting due to open in 
Trims on Dec. 1, and said that 
Interior Minister Jawdat Esboul 
tas wfll lead the Jordanian delation 
y* i o the meeting. 


The cabinet approved a finan- 
cial protocol with France which 
. provides for a loan from the 
r French government totalling 120 
minion francs. The French loan, 
which carries an interest rate of 
•‘one per cent, will help Jordan 
finance its imparts and sendees 
from France and vrill be paid over 
17 years with a seven-year grace 
period. 

The cabinet statement said that 
Jordan’s ambassador to France 
wfll sign the protocol in Paris on 
behalf of the Jordanian govern- 
ment. According to tiie state- 
ment, a new department, to be 
known as the Agricultural Policy 
Department will be created at the 
Ministry of Agriculture. 




XI 

ste 

tg B 


in 

si at 
tods 


am 

.0* 

& 

&tf\ 


1 




15 


sg 

S:S* 

Sjjj 

AO'S 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King congratulates Soviet Union 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Wednesday sent a 
cable to Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev to congratulate him 
on the anniversary of the October Revolution. King Hussein 
e x presse d appreciation of tiie friendship relations and coopera- 
tion between Jordan and the Soviet Union and voiced his hope 
that these relations will be enhanced. King Hussein wished Mr. 
Gorbachev good health and happiness and the Soviet people 
further progress and prosperity. 

Abu Jaber meets Belgian official 

BRUSSELS (Petra) — Foreign Minister Kamel Abu Jaber 
Wednesday met with the Belgian foreign minister and discussed 
with him bilateral relations between Jordan and Belgium and 
ways of gnhimcing them. The meeting was attended by Jordan’s 
ambassador in Brussels Talal Sataan Al Hassan. 

UNRWA inaugurates health clinic 

AMMAN (Petra) — United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) Director in Jordan Franke De Jong Wednesday 
-inaugurated a health dime and Al Mashara town in the northern 
Jordan Valley region. Director of UNRWA’s Health Services 
Nash’at Amman delivered an address at the ceremony and 
outlined health services provided by UNRWA to Palestinian 
refugees. The ceremony was attended by several officials m the 
region. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled 

the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
tone and place with the concerned institutions. 


☆ of ArtandCrftEre,, 

Gardens Street. 


* A special season of antique JLfriLljnthl r 

MS. ml nap. l*k * 1» 

H 1 - the Mideast as wel as orientaHa scenes at me 

’ Gtfety, Hotel Jordan Inter. C o nti n enta l. 


* R ihl Mifai -rfMmi Arts of the fite* (from the Federal 

topple af Gern**)atS 
Bon ga fiery (open from 1® ajn. to 8 
fr EdfiAkn of p otos by TMeny Gina* the Freoch Odtmal 

• Centre. 

fr Bxh&ft lon iff aanbrdUen and handmade ftems at 

fee Ma rriott HeteL 



Information Minister Mahmoud Al Sharif 


fats and briefs them on peace process (Petra 


Wednesday meets with rigting European Journal- photo) 

Minister reaffirms Jordan’s 
commitment to peace process 


AMMAN (Petra) — Information 
Minister Mahmoud Al Sharif 
Tuesday expressed hope that a 
comprehensive and lasting settle- 
ment to the Arab-Israeh and 
Palestinian-Israefi conflicts would 
be reached in a manner that 
would enable the peoples of the 
region to live in peace and invest 
their natural resources for their 
own good. 

In a meeting with a 12-member 
team of journalists sent on a tour 
of the region by the United Na- 
tions Department of Public In- 
formation (UNDPI), Mr. Sharif 
said that His Majesty King Hus- 
sein had always been seeking and 
working for a just and lasting 
peace in tiie region and had 
approved peace initiatives aimed 
at reaching a solution to the 
conflict. 

Mr. Sharif told the journalists 
who represent newspapers in Bel- 
gium, Denmark. Finland, 
France, Germany, Greece, Ire- 
land, Italy, the Netherlands, Por- 
tugal and the United Kingdom 
that Jordan played a key role in 
drafting U.N. Security Council 


Resolution 242, which is consi- 
dered a basis for solving the 
conflict. 

He reaffirmed Jordan's deter- 
mination to proceed in the peace 
process and emphasised its adher- 
ence to international legitimacy 
principles as well as its keenness 
to safeguard legitimate political 
rights of the Palestinian people. 

He expressed his doubts over 
Israel’s seriousness in carrying 
out its role in the peace process. 

Trie minis ter briefed the de- 
legation on the difficulties facing 
Jordan as a result of tiie Gulf 
crisis and stressed that Jordan is 
trying to overcome all obstacles 
left by the crisis. He said Jordan 
was trying to bridge the gap left 
between Arab states as a result of 
the crisis. 

Jordan, he added, is working 
on enhancing its . relations with 
the Arab states which took a 
different stand than that of Jor- 
dan during the crisis. There are 
some encouraging si gnals in this 
regard “but not to the required 
level,” he said. 


The UNDPI team arrived here 
Monday evening on a visit to 
Jordan in older to inspect the 
agency’s services to Palestinian 
refugees. The team was received 
Tuesday by Director of the Fore- 
ign Ministry’s Palestinian Affairs 
Department Adel Irsheid, who 
briefed them on the Jord anian 
government's assistance to the 
refugees. 

The team will visit the bridges 
area on the River Jordan Friday 
before departing to Syria. The 
team arrived in Amman from 
Tunisia where they met with 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) officials for a discus- 
sion on the situation in the re- 
gion. 

In another development, Mr. 
Sharif received Wednesday tiie 
director of Jordan, Syria and the 
Northern Arab Peninsula Bureau 
in the American Foreign Office. 
The minis ter reviewed with the 
visiting U.S. official die situation 
in the region and the results of 
the Madrid conference as well as 
the Jordaniari-U.S. relations. 



Diane Taylor and Tony Howard unfurl the 
“CSmb far the World’ * flag at the summit of 


-Jebd Rnm whfle Sabbah Atiaeq, another member 
of the group, looks on 


One group’s climb for peace 


By Nidal M. Ibrahim 
Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — As Arab and 
Israeli delegates were trying to 
overcome the mountain of dif- 
ferences between them in 
Madrid last week, Tony Ho- 
ward and his entourage were 
scaling the highest peak in Jor- 
dan. 

While separated by 
thousands of miles, the two 
events were interrelated. Mr. 
Howard — along with Dianna 
Taylor, Bin Vinton and Sab- 
bah Atieeq — were scaling 
Jebel Rnm, the highest moun- 
tain in the Kingdom at 1,754 
metres, to unfurl the “Climb 
for the World” flag in support 
of United Nations efforts for 
world unity and peace. 

“It’s a small effort to bring 
some attention to the problems 
of the Middle East,” Mr. Ho- 
ward, ripping tea in tiie lobby 
of tiie Amra Hotel, told the 
Jordan Times. 

Since his first visit to the 
area in 1984, Mr. Howard has 
made 10 visits to Wadi Rnm, 


where Jebel Rnm is located. 
But for the 51-year old Mr. 
Howard, who looks more like 
be is in his early 30s, this climb 
“was special because it gave 
me an opportunity to give 
something back to a part of the 
world that has given us so 
much. 

“It was an opportunity for us 
to make a statement about (a) 
the need for peace in the Mid- 
dle East and (b) the need to 
create a nat io nal park in the 
Wadi Rum area,” he said. 

In hoping to convince the 
government of tiie need to 
make the Wadi Rnm area a 
national park and wild-life re- 
serve, Mr. Howard has held 
meetings with officials from 
the Ministry of Tourism and 
the Royal Society for the Con- 
servation of Nature (RSCN). 
Officials have assured Him that 
the Kingdom wfll study the 
idea and promised to balance 
development of the area with 
conservation efforts, he said. 

During Mr. Howard’s many 
visits to the Wadi Rnm area, a 
strong friendship has de- 


veloped between him and the 
bedouins oi the region. The 
bedouins he said, are especial- 
ly concerned about their area 
as government officials look to 
continue to develop the coun- 
try. 

Because of their knowledge 
and concern for the area and 
its precious resources, Mr. Ho- 
ward suggests that the be- 
douins be consulted cm plans 
for the future of the region. 
“They’re the natural guardians 
of the land because they’ve 
lived there so many thousands 
of years,” be said. 
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New labour minister 
to continue to replace 

non-Jordanian workers 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Labour has adopted no new 
policies with regard to the em- 
ployment of foreign workers in 
Jordan ■wd the labour and em- 
ployment laws now in force wfll 
be strictly applied to all cases, 
according to acting Minister of 
Labour Qaseem ObeidaL 

In his first statement three 
weeks after the resignation of 
former Labour Minister Abdul 
Karim Al Dughmi, Dr. Obeidat 
said that the Ministry of Labour 
has found little or no cooperation 
on the part of the employers 
concerning tiie employment of 
foreign workers without work 
permits. But the ministry will not 
be lenient with any one of the 
foreign workers or the em- 
ployers. 

Mr. Doghmi resigned following 
reported differences between the 
former ministers and cabinet 
members over the application of 
labour law and labour policies. ■ 

A great number of employers 
are keeping quiet about tiie non- 
Jordanian workers without work 
permits despite repeated ministry 
warnings, but the ministry will 
assess penalties cm all violators of 
tiie law. Dr. Obeidat warned. 

Referring to the problem of 
unemployment, Dr. Cfoeidat said 
that the government has no 
ready-made solutions, but was 
doing all it could to find jobs for 
the unemployed. In addition, the 
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Qaseem Obeidat 

government is in dose contact 
with Libya and Yemen to ensure 

the employment of die largest 
possible number of Jordanians in 
the two countries. Dr. Obeidat 
said. He added that at the same 
time, the government was impos- 
ing restrictions cm the employ- 
ment of foreign workers to open 
the way for Jordanians job seek- 
ers to fill those slots. 

Within one year, all non- 
Jordanian truck drivers will have 
left the country, he said. The 
ministry is now turning down ap- 
plications tor foreign truck driv- 
ers, which wiD force local com- 
panies to employ Jordanians, Dr. 
Obeidat said. 

According to official Labour 
Ministry statistics, the rate of 
unemployment among the Jorda- 
nian work force rose from 3.6 per 
cent in the early 1980s to 16.8 per 


cent in 1990. Joblessness now 
stands at 20 per cent. 

There are no less than 140,000 
unemployed Jordanians at pre- 
sent, up from 106,000 in 1990 and 
'15,000 in the early 1980s, accord- 
ing to government statistics. 

According to the s tati s ti cs, the 
number of non-Jordanians work- 
ing in the Kingdom stood at 

80.000 in 1980, rising to 200,000 
in 1989 and 250,000 by the middle 
of last year, just before the out- 
break of the Gulf crisis. The 
number dramatically dropped to 

165.000 by end of 1990, according 
to the statistics. 

Hie ministry’s statistics also 
showed that the total workforce 
in Jordan stood at 420,000 in 
1980, rising to 583,000 in 1989 
and 630,000 in 1990, largely due 
to the Golf crisis, while the num- 
ber of Jordanian workers flowing 
out of the country to work abroad 
dropped from 8,000 a year in the 
first half of the 1980s to less than 

3.000 a year in the second half. 

By the end of the past year, 

some 30,000 Jordanian workers 
who were employed in the Gulf 
states had returned to Jordan, 
rising to 50,000 at present, 
according to the statistics. The 
ministry said that the return of 
some 300,000 Jordanian and 
Palestinian expatriates to the 
Kingdom in the wake of the Gulf 
crisis has severely aggravated the 
unemployment situation. 


Official to 
discuss 
Kingdom’s 
agricultural 
problems at 
FAO meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan is 
participating in the 26th meet- 
ing of the U.N. Food and 
Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO), where Minister of 
Agriculture Subhi Al Qasem 
will deliver an address tackling 
regional and international 
cooperation in agricultural de- 
velopment. 

Dr. Qasem said in a state- 
ment that be would also brief 
the FAO meeting on Jordan’s 
major achievements and its 
drive to achieve self-sufficiency 
of all types of products. He will 
also dwell on the main requir- 
ments to help the country 
achieve that goal especially wa- 
ter resources. 

Problems facing the Jorda- 
nian agricultural sector, for- 
mers' debts and other 
agriculture-related issues will 
be outlined at the meeting, 
winch wiD be held in Rome 
Friday. Dr. Qasem said that he 
would also ou tline the minis- 
try’s project designed to help 
small farmers in tiie Jordan 
Valley. 

Dining his stay in the Italian 
capital. Dr. Qasem said be 
would discuss with participat- 
ing delegations means of coop- 
eration with Jordan in 
agriculture-related fields and 
technical and financial assist- 
ance to Jordan from a number 
of Western nations. 

According to Dr. Qasem, 
the FAO meeting is scheduled 
to discuss a host of issues re- 
lated to food production, 
poverty and the FAO prog- 
ramme for the coming four 
years as well as related prog- 
rammes. Qasem, who will 
leave Amman for Rome 
Thursday, will be accompanied 
by Dr. Haiti Haddadin, direc- 
tor of the ministry's Crop Pro- 
tection Department. 


NAF studying plight of needy 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
National Aid Fond (NAF) is 
currently conducting a survey 
which aims at defining the 
poverty pockets in Al Karak 
Govemoratc areas, according 
to Karak Social Development 
Department Director Saleh 
Suqour, who is also director of 
the NAF in the governorate. 

He said the survey is earned 
ont with tiie help of the admi- 


nistrative governors and heads 
of municipal councils in the 
g overnorate in order to extend 
recurrent financial assistance 
to the needy and help them 
establish income-generating 
projects. 

The total number of needy 
. famili es on which the govemo- 
rate gathered information so 
far since Oct. 19 has reached 
200, Mr. Suqour said. 



AMMAN BACCALAUREATE SCHOOL 

Invites applications for the following positions starting 
mid-January 1992: 

a) Junior School Counsellor: 

Applicants must have a BA/ BSc or equivalent degree 
in Guidance and Counselling and/or Educational 
Psychology. Proficiency in both Arabic and English is a 
requirement 

Applicants must also have five years experience in the 
field and/or related fields. Test and measurement 
skills are an asset. 

b) PE teacher for Senior School: 

Applicants must have a BA / BSc degree, and experi- 
ence in teaching and team training of no less than 3 
years. 

Proficiency in both Arabic and English is a require- 
ment. 

Application forms may be obtained from the 
school’s reception desk, phone 845572, 847181 
and should be returned by Nov. 12, 1991. 


Jordan, China discuss 
prospects for increasing trade 


AMMAN (Petra) — Discussions 
of Jo rdam an-Chmese Economic 
Cooperation were held at the 
Amman Chamber of Industry 
Wednesday with teams from both 
sides concentrating on areas for 
increasing tiie volume of trade 
between China and Jordan. 

Chamber President Khaldoun 
Abu Hassan said Jordan was 
keen on promoting trade and 
■launching joint Jordanian* 
Chinese ventures. He briefed tiie 
Chinese on Jordan’s laws 
and regulations governing econo- 
mic projects, incentives for in- 
vestments and other related mat- 
ters. 

He also toadied on the pros- 
pect of enlisting help from 
Chinese twehmeiang to help Jor- 


dan cany out industrial schemes. 
Jordan, be said, is. keen on laun- 
ching joint economic ventures, 
especially in the production of 
spare parts for machinery and in 
textiles, agriculture and engineer- 
ing fields. 

Mr. Abn Hassan invited the 
nrinem industrialists to benefit 
from Jordan's central geographic 
Inratifln to exapand China's trade 
with countries of the region. 

The Chinese team represents 
China’s side to the joint 
Jordanian-Chinese Economic and 
Trade Cooperation Committee 
meeting in Amman. If s members 
will be accompanied on a tour of 
a number of Jordanian industrial 
projects. 


Ministries pledge to support 
scouts movement in Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The minis- 
tries of education and youth and 
joining efforts to boost the activi- 
ties of tiie scouts movement in 
Jordan and are offering f acilities 
to achieve that goal, according to 
a statement issued Wednesday. 

The statement came after a 
meeting between representatives 
of the two ministries with Her 
Royal Highness Princess Basina, 
during which various matters re- 
lated to the scout movement in 
the Kingdom were reviewed. 

The Princess urged the minis- 
tries of education and youth to 
offer meaningful support for the 
scout and giri guides society in 
the country and stimulate the 
scoots -movement activities to 
serve society. 

Minister of Education Eid 
Dahiyat and Minister of Youth 
Saleh Irsheiat, along with Minis- 
try of Higher Education Secret- 
ary General Ahmad Al Bashaieh, 
attended the meeting. 

The Princess urged the con- 
certed ministries to organise a 
public awareness campaign to en- 
courage the youth to join the 


scout xnovnmert and offer volun- 
tary service to the community. 

The Ministry of Youth is offer- 
ing a servera’l dunum plot of land 
within the King Hussein Youth 
City perimetne for the construc- 
tion of a headquarters for the 
scout society and will make avail- 
able other essential elements to 
boost die movement’s activities, 
according to Mr. Dahiyat. 

Mr. Dahiyat said that tiie En- 
gineering Department at his 
ministry will help the movement 
by preparing the designs for the 
project and will have tiie printing 
pros of the Ministry of Educa- 
tion publish all tiie booklets and 
publications pertaining to the 
scoot society in Jordan. 

Tim Princess last week visited a 
scoot camp in the north of Jordan 
and inspected the girl guides va- 
rious activities. 

Present at the meeting, which 
was held at the Queen Alia Social 
Welfare Fund, was Ablah Abu 
Nowar and Sweif Dawaghreh, 
members of the society’s execu- 
tive committee ami officials from 
the Ministry of Education . 
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UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF 

PRINCESS MAJDA RA AJO 

THE SOCIETY FOR CARE OF NEUROLOGICAL 
PATIENTS IN COOPERATION WITH 

GOETHE - INSTITUTE 
IS HOLDING A RECITAL BY 
THE FAMOUS GERMAN PIANIST 



AT THE ROYAL CULTURAL CENTER 
TUESDAY 12 tb OF NOVEAtBER AT 8 p.m. 


TICKETS: 


OAT THE SOCIETY CENTER IN PALESTINE 
HOSPITAL TEL: 660296 
• THE ROYAL CULTURAL CENTER 
• GOETHE - INSTITUTE AMMAN TEL : 641995 
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job well done 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein was at Amman airport 
Wednesday evening to receive the returning Jor dan i an - 
PnMhfan delegation to the Madrid peace conference. This 
gesture by the King is a testimony to his and the Jordanian 
people’s strong appreciation of the effort put forth by each 
and everyone of the delegates to the historic parley. Despite 
more than a week of hard work, and many hoars of 
preparatory meetings and research, the de le gation members 
were enthusiastic and upbeat. They fed, rightly so, that they 
were party to making history. A lot of praise goes to the 
delegation heads and the spokespersons who scored many 
points against the Israeli propagamfists. The Israelis, as can 
be discerned from their media reports and analysis are both 
bitter and envious of the success of toe Jordanian- 
Pales tinian performance at Madrid. Experts at manipulat- 
ing the media and public opinion, especially in toe West, toe 
lawfiis are blaming the Western media of advocating the 
; Arab caose and taking toe Arab side at toe expense of Israel. 

Upset at their own failure to defend maximalist and 
impossible stances, toe Israelis are now even contemplating 
forming a minis try of information to hdp repair toe severe 
a « «Mp sustained by them at Madrid. Wind they choose to 
^nore though is the fact that toe success with toe media by 
toe Jordanians and Palestinians was not because they had 
m in Sw ir iefi of information, hot because of toe justice of our 
cause. Henan Ashrawi, who repeatedly stole toe Kmeligfat 
from and shined brighter than B^wyamin Netanyahu in toe 
Spanish capital, has no ministry of information behind her. 
The Jordanians and toe Pakstmiams present at and around 
toe peace conference had responded to and in teracted with 
toe press honestly mid genamriy, without nsing Netanyahu’s 
stereotypes of “biblical Israel,” “terrorists” and “Arabs 
bent on destroying Israel” They went to Madrid as 
peace-seekers who want an end to Israel's brutal o c cupa t ion 
of toe West Bank and Gaza, an ocaqmtion whose atrocities 
have Jong been exposed in reports of governments ami 
international organisations such as Amnesty International 
and toe U.S. State Department. Apart from certain 
manipulations of the Syrian performance and positions, toe 
Arabs generally did a superb job. Our delegations stated toe 
position of Jordan and Palestine and the a spiratio ns of 
Jordanians and Palestinians dearly and succ in c tly . They did 
not go to lecture the world in the distinct history of toe holy 
land nor did they level false accusations against the other 
side, as the Israelis tried to do unto ns. 

Last night when the joint delegation arrived in Amman 
every member must have fdt vary proud at toe w arm 
welcome they received from toe Jordanian leadership, and 
they deserve to be. They left with olive branches in their, 
hands and returned with wreaths of tri um ph. We salute 
than, for they have done a good job in representing ns ami 
our cause. 


IT is quite satisfactory to see Western nations realising the truth 
about Jordan's position with regard to die Gulf crisis and the 
Palestine problem and trying to awaken to the realities and the 
facts of the ground, said A1 Ra'i Arabic daily Wednesday. The 
paper said that toe Western media had been hostile to Jordan 
during toe Gulf crisis when Jordan was trying to advocate reason 
rather than war and bloodshed, but it seems that now everything 
is changing to toe better as toe press in tbe West has been 
reflecting a different view about the kingdom. Jordan's petition 
has not changed throughout toe crisis and its* call for reason 
persists because its people and leadership continue to denounce 
any call for warmongering and reject the destruction of a country 
and its people, toe paper stressed. It said that Jordan has been 
seeking to save toe Middle East from suffering and bloodshed and 
has, for that matter, won many enemies in toe West which was 
bent on launching war on Iraq. Tbe paper said that toe Western 
media has now realised toe truth about Jordan which adopts 
moderate policies as it pursues tbe democratic process on all 
fronts. It said that the Western media has discovered that it has 
been promoting lies and falsehoods about Jordan and has been 
deceiving tbe public in tbe Western countries. It is quite 
interesting, said the paper, to see how the Western media will 
now deal with toe question of Israel's continued rejection of the 
international legality and tbe implementation of U.N. resolutions 
that call for an end to toe occupation of Palestinian (and. 


SAWT AL SHAAB daily called for an immediate freeze of all 
' settlements being buflt on tbe occupied Palestinian land and said 
tjlris is a pre-requisite for the achievement of a lasting peace Tbe 
paper said that despite the initial satisfaction over toe outcome of 
She opening session at the Madrid conference, one can only view 
- 'with apprehension tbe ongoing aggressive policies of the Shamir 
government, represented in the construction of settlements on 
Arab land. The settlements con s t i tute a flagrant defiance of the 
world community's wilt and toe U.N., especially as such settle- 
ments are being erected as the peace conference is in progress, 
said the paper. It said that tbe building of Jewish settlements on 
the West Bank and toe Syrian Golan Heights represents a 
provocation to the Arab side and toe co-sponsors of the peace 
parley and therefore, every effort should be exerted now to bait 
this process that is detrimental to the future stability and security 
of tbe region. Unless toe Bush administration imposes its will and 
toe requirements of peace on Israel, it is feared that all its 
endeavours to bring about a lasting settlement could be jeopar- 
dised, the paper stressed. It said that toe United States is called on 
toe force Israel to stop toe construction of settlements so that toe 
road to peace can be opened for all parties. 


Reflections 
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By Safwan Bnfak«*i 


Central planning and centralised whimsy 


AS I grappled with a myriad of conflicting emotions and a few 
dmttenng . revelations, all invoked by the drama in Madrid and 
worthy of expansive commentary, a shopkeeper told me a 
story which provided both a merciful distraction from anguished 
thoughts and a timely opportunity to avoid writing something I 
may regret about the peace process. 

It seems that the Ministry of Supply, which has a monopoly on 
the distribution of strategic custom-free goods like Pierre Cardin 
suits and others, had ceased to supply the shops with foreign 
brand cigarettes a few days before. The official reason given to 
inquiring shopkeepers was that the bureaucrat in charge had to 
attend to his sick wife. 

I was so touched by this latest manifestation of public sector 
humaneness that I wished all goods and services would be 
provided exclusively by the government (a wish that may soon be 
fulfilled in toe present rush towards socialist ideals). I got thinking 
about all those selfish businessmen and companies who keep 
bringing their goods to the market regardless of the health of their 
employees or toe health of their employees’ spouses. Even the 
pains of the director’s wife would not deter these private 
o rganisms of greed from going about their daily activities as if 
nothing had happened. 

What kind of a world is that which makes a fuss about tuna and 
furcoats being stain ed with the blood of dolphins and minks and 
keeps sflent about all other privrte sector goods which may be 
stained with toe blood of human mothers? Should we, Jordanians, 
continue to indulge our stomachs and lungs while oblivious to 
human suffering? Certainly not. Let os a ffi rm our humanity by 
turning over all commercial activities to tbe public sector. This 


way, each time oar children go without milk, shoes, or potato 
chips, we know that a public sector mother is suffering somewhere 
and we can teach the children a practical lesson in human 
solidarity. 

I am proud to note that while bastions of communism like 
China and North Vietnam are dismissing millions of civil servants 
and threatening public sector firms with closure if they do not 
show a profit, we, in Jordan, spend every last penny we receive on 
hiring more civil servants and raising their hard-earned pay. 
Furthermore, we have no intention of molesting our public sector 
companies or bothering them in any way even though many- of 
them are practically and legally bankrupt. 

I am even prouder of the fact that while socialist countries are 
falling over each other in their mad rush towards capitalist 
dictates and such vulgar notions as economic growth and higher 
income, we, in Jordan, have finally decided to drop all pretenses 
of a five economy and private initiative and to pursue openly our 
long-held socialist ideals. These ideals are articulated all so well 
by toe media in daily calls for the government to intervene 
everywhere and at all times, and by the statements of both 
departing ministers (Mr. Dughmi's interview with “Sbihan” is one 
notable example) and those who still have not found & popular 
cause to quit over. The socialist ideals are embodied in toe 
decidedly socialist composition of tire new political elite, in every 
nook and cranny of the economy, and, of course, in those 
towering creations of socialist ingenuity: the ministries of supply 
and p lanning . 

Most importantly, our own brand of sodalist/bureaucratic 
philosophy is home-grown and authentically original. While 
central planners in other socialist countries used to (until their 


recent demise) allocate production targets to various public sector 
firms and review their performance annua l l y, we eschewed such 
mundane practices. Instead, we developed our own system of 
centralised personal style management. 

This is bow it works: first, you ensure that tbe laws, bi-laws, 
codes, rules and regulations and tbe absence of transparent and 
a cm-discretionary procedures will render all activities on Jorda- 
nian sofl dormant till action is taken by toe Council of Ministers. 
Second, you encapsulate these actions in tbe form of decrees 
tucked neatly into colourful folders of green, red, blue and, 
sometimes, yellow. Third, you pile these folders sky high in front 
of senior ministers and Cabinet meetings for review and signa- 
ture. Fourth, you keep toe whole country on hold till the Cabinet 
or any one of a multitude of ministerial committees convenes. 
Therefore, if toe senior minister who chairs most of these 
committees is busy elsewhere or has a plumbing problem at home, 
the whole country gets to feel his concerns. 

The process is repeated at lower levels of the bureaucratic 
hierarchy until we reach toe cigarettes distributors. The lofty aim 
of toe system is to get toe general public to share with toe civil 
servants their distractions, concerns, indispositions, and medita- 
tions, thereby fusing toe people and their big brothers into a 
wholesome oneness. 

Hopefully. Jordan will continue to chart its own hu m a nis itic 
and individualistic path towards the fulfillment of bureaucratic 
ideals, unmindful and, better still, unaware of world develop- 
ments. Tbe rest of the world will eventually come around to our 
way of thinking. Otherwise, it may slip further down the road of 
crass and gaudy prosperity. 


‘U.S. tax dollars should not be used 
to finance killing and torture’ 



Following is a letter addressed by 
the Council for the National In- 
terest (CNI) to the American 
people and signed by Paul Findley 
and Paul N. McCloskcy ex-mem- 
bers of U.S. Congress 

WE are writing today to share 
some little-known facts and ex- 
tremely disturbing information 
with you. Not one American in 
ten thousand knows the details 
you are about to learn. Much of 
this information you will find 
s hockin g. Much of it you will find 
bard to believe. But we assure 
you that we can document the 
truth of every word. 

The simple, said truth is that 
U.S. taxpayers are giving an ex- 
tremist government in toe Middle 
East over $4 billion a year. Your 
tax dollars and ours are buying 
weapons that have killed 
thousands of innocent people — 
many of them children. 

Even more disturbing, this reg- 
ime's number one goal is to annex 
every square inch of laud it h as- 
taken by military conquest. Not 
only does this violate American 
principles, but it is a major des- 
tabilising force in an already unst- 
able part of the world. 

In order to put this problem 
into perspective, just think back 
to last Aigust, when President 
Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait. 
Over 500,000 American troops 
were rushed to the Gulf to defend 
Saudi Arabia and liberate 
Kuwait. Thankfully, they sus- 
tained few casualties and are now 
beginning to come home. Amer- 
ican patriotism is at an all-time 
high. But our attention has been 
so fixed on responding to Mr. 
Saddam Hussein's crimes that toe 
damage being done to our nation- 
al interest by another Middle 
East leader is virtually ignored. 

This other leader uses U.S.- 
donated arms to enforce the vir- 
tual imprisonment of two million 
unarmed civilians. His regime 
dynamites toier homes, doses 
their schools, tortures innocent 
women and children, and keeps 
them under long and cruel cur- 
fews. 

The leader we are talking ab- 
out is none other than Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir. 
His government discredits the 
people he claims to serve and 
dishonours principles of decency 
and justice that all Americans 
cherish. 

We know these are strong 
words. And speaking as former 


By John King 
The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Political and 
economic conditions are moving 
in directions that can only be 
encouraging to New York Gov. 
Mario Cuomo as he considers 
whether to enter the 1992 U.S. 
presidential race. 

Foils show president George 
Bush sriii popular but lagging, 
with growing anxiety about the 
nation's economy and increasing 

scepticism about government’s 
ability to help the American mid- 
dle class. 

Many Americans also are ex- 


U.S. congressmen with long re- 
cords of support for Israel this 
gives us no joy. But how can we 
condemn cue terrorist, and as the 
same time give billions of dollars 
of foreign aid to another? This is 
exactly what is happening. 

Most Americans are stunned to 
discover that Mr. Yitzhak Sha- 
mir's long record of terrorism 
reaches back in histoty for more 
than forty years. 

Mr. Shamir's brutality is 
documented by Dr. Israel Sba- 
hak, a survivor erf a Nazi death 
camp and now a renowned Israeli 
professor. Dr. Shahak describes 
in tbe January 1991 issue of The 
Washington Report on Middle 
East Affairs how.... "During the 
whole of World War II. Shamir 
waged terrorist warfare against 
the allied powers fighting Hit- 
ler.... In toe process, he master- 
minded the assassination of Lord 
Moyne, the British minister in 
charge of the Middle East." 

hi fact, Mr. Shamir was one of 
the gang leaders of the terrorist 
organisation named “Lehi" 
winch ordered the assassination 
of Count Folke Bernadette, chief 
U.N. mediator for Palestine. 

“Nearly half a century later, 
Mr. Shamir hasn’t changed. Now 
Mr. Shamir h«* nrfc a regime that 
kills and abuses Palestinians. He 
denies them the right to vote, to 
hold jobs and even closes their 
schools and universities. It's no 
wonder that every American who 
spends any time in toe West Bank 
and Gaza — the occupied terri- 
tories — is horrified at the prison- 
like conditions he imposes by 
force of arms on toe Palestinians 
living there. But more shocking, 
the U.S. government does more 
than turn a blind eye to this 
savage oppression. Our hard- 
earned tax dollars are even bank- 
rolling it. Few of Mr. Shamir's 
abuses would be possible without 
U.S. financial aid. Just look at 
what our tax dollars are sup- 
porting . 

Since 1987, more than 900 
Palestinians have been killed by 
Mr. Shamir's cohorts. In fact, 
many Israeli soldiers refuse to 
serve in the occupied territories 
because they won’t kill unarmed 
civilians. And tbe bad news gets 
worse. Israel's tailing and abuse 
of children is even more horrify- 
ing. A recent 1,000 page report 
by the Save tbe Children orga- 
nisation and the Ford Foundation 
provides details. A July 15. 1990, 
report in The Washington Post by 



Col man McCarthy, gives these 
figures: 

"Between December 1987 and 
December 1988, 159 children 
under tbe age of 16 were lolled by 
soldiers. The average age was 
10." McCarthy continues: “Be- 
tween 50,000 and 63,000 children 
were beaten, gassed or wounded. 
More than half of those slain 
were not near a demonstration 
when killed. Even after slaught- 
ering children the Israelis 
(directed by Shamir) weren't con- 
tent: soldiers disrupted or inter- 
fered with more than half the 
funerals.” 

In one ugly incident last June in 
Gaza, Israeli forces deliberately 
exploded tear gas canisters plain- 
ly labelled “made in U.S." inside 
a maternity hospital foil of expec- 
tant mothers and infants. 

And of course, Mr. Shamir’s 
treatment of the Palestinians has 
been documented for years. Tens 
of thousands of Palestinians are 
imprisoned without any legal pro- 
cess or recourse. Israel’s govern- 
ment admits that many are 
arrested to prevent them from 
doing something wrong in the 
future. 

We are sure you agree this is an 
international outrage. This is not 
tbe kind of "justice" U.S. tax 
dollars should support. In fact, the 
history of America is the story of 
protecting human rights. 
Whenever oppression occurs, we 
are usually the first to respond. 

We sacrificed 54,246 American 
lives in Korea and later 57,605 
lives in Vietnam, trying to save 
these tiny nations from commun- 
ist oppression. 

We demanded tbe release of 


Soviet Jews and of political pris- 
oners in Central America. We 
worked to bring down tbe Berlin 
wall. We protest South African 
apartheid. 

But when Mr. Shamir's viola- 
tions occur, America is sflenL 
Israel's powerful U.S. lobby has a 
virtual stranglehold on the U.S. 
Congress. No matter bow out- 
rageous Israel’s behaviour, most 
congressmen obediently vote for 
'aid. As a result, toe U.S. hands 
over the equivalent of SI ,000 
every year for each Israel man, 
woman and child- No other na- 
tion gets as much U.S. foreign aid 
as Israel, and no other nation is 
less gratefoi. • 

Last year, for example tbe 
Israeli government committed 
gross deception and fraud against 
the American taxpayer. Congress 
approved without question an 
additional S4Q0 million in U.S. 
tax dollar guarantees to Israel, 
under the condition that this 
money not be used outside 
Israel's pre-1967 borders. 

Yet as soon as the* aid was 
given, Israel defiantly began the 
construction of 15,000 units for 
Jewish immigrants outside these 
borders. 

Still worse, Mr. Shamir recent- 
ly asked President Bush for an 
astronomical $10 billion in addi- 
tional aid to finance the settle- 
ment of one million new immig- 
rant Soviet Jews. 

But even more shocking is the 
Shamir government’s reaction to 
American sacrifices to liberate 
Kuwait and defeat Iraq, the 
neighbour Israel considers its 
most dangerous enemy. 

Israeli officials repeatedly 


urged America to attack Iraq. 
One would think Israel would be 
grateful when the attack ./began 
and give unstinting cooperation. 
After all, America has never hesi- 
tated to use our troops to protect 
Israel. When Israel freed missiles 
from President Saddam, we im- 
mediately sent Patriot missile 
crews to protect Tel Aviv! 

But instead of gratitude, Sha- 
mir’s government puts a huge 
price on cooperation — deman- 
ding $3 billion from toe U.S. 
Treasury to stay out of a war that 
Israel badly wanted us to van. 

Included was $1 billion for 
tourism it lost during the war, $1 
billion for lost economic output, 
$250 million for lost export 
orders, and $30 milli on for dam- 
ages caused by Iraqi missiles. 
Almost every nation on earth 
suffered in some way from toe 
war, but only Israel sent America 
a bill. 

Still more disturbing is Mr. 
Shamir's callous disregard for 
American lives. In toe book, “By 
Way Of Deception,” Victor 
Ostrovsky, a former Israeli in- 
telligence agent, documents that 
Israel knew ahead of time that 
the U-S. I ' Tine barracks in 
Beirut might be bombed in 1983 
but refusal to warn our forces. 

Incredibly, Mr. Shamir’s gov- 
ern meat overruled a request that 
our forces be alerted. As a result, 
241 U.S. Marines were killed in a 
truck-bomb massacre. Tel Aviv 
said it refused to warn our forces 
because Israel was “not there to 
protect Americans.” 

. Mr. Shamir’s Israel harms 
America in still other ways. Israel 
damages our reputation and 
undermines our national interest 
by using the weapons we supply 
to kill innocent civilians outride 
the occupied territories. 

In its 1982 invasion of Leba- 
non, Israel's forces used our 
weapons and military equipment 
to kill 19,086 Lebanese and 
Palestinians, wound 31,915, and 
leave 20,000 others homeless. 
And all of this happened with 
weapons toe U.S. gave to Israel 
only for its defence. 

Sadly, the Israel of today is 
radically different from the 
dream of decency and justice that 
brought Israel into existence in 
1948. Mr. Shamir's regime has 
corrupted tbe ideals of the Jewish 
state. 

But tbe reality of this corrup- 
tion — and the damage it does to 
our own nation's interests — are 
largely unknown by the Amer- 
ican people. Manipulated by 


Why not Mario for president? 


pressing discontent with Mr. 
Bush’s seeming preoccupation 
with foreign affairs and are look- 
ing for a president who has a 
good track record on domestic 
issues — say, a popular governor 
of a major state. 

Add to the economic trends a 
late-starting Democratic race that 
‘has no clear front-runner and a' 
field that many think lacks a 
candidate of the stature needed 
to defeat Mr. Bush. 

There’s more. Fund-raising has 
been tough for . all six major 
Democratic Candidates. It 
wouldn’t «be for Mr. Cuomo be- 
cause of his New York base and 
national name recognition. And 


with Jesse Jackson sitting out the 
race, Mr. Cuomo could appeal to 
many in Jackson's liberal coal- 
tion- 

So, as they await Mr. Cuomo's 
decision on whether to run, which 
could come this week, many 
activists in both parties see all the 
reasons for a Cuomo run. 

Still, because Mr. Cuomo is the 
subject, every prediction comes 
with a caveat . 

“Any rational decision-mak- 
ing process puts Cuomo in under 
these circumstances,” said John 
White, the former Democratic 
Party chairman. “But Cuomo is 
not going through what I would 
cal] a rational decision-making 


process. I'm totally perplexed by 
this.’’ 

What Mr. Cuomo has been 
going through is a public debate 
— with himself — over whether 
he can run without hurting New 
York. 

The governor on Monday 
dropped on hints about his plans 
but he touched on the themes 
that have many m the party hop- 
ing for a Cuomo candidacy. . 

“The president will not be able 
to deny tbe obvious evidence all 
around us, and that is that this 
economy is falling ever deeper," 
Mr. Cuomo said during an 
appearance in New York. “God 
helps those who help themselves. 


Israel’s lobby, America has tragi- 
cally become a part of the prob- 
lem and not the solution. 

The Council for toe National 
Interest (CNI) was fanned in 
1989 by former U.S. congressmen 
and diplomats who are deeply 
disturbed over the damage the 
Shamir regime does to our na- 
tion’s i n terests. Our membership 
has grown to include Democrats 
and Republicans, conservatives 
and liberals, Christians, Jens and 
Muslims. 

CNI wants Israel to survive. 
Our organisation is committed to 
preserving — yes, even helping to 
defend Brad's pre-1967 borders. 

Bat CNI strongly opposes — as 
does most of toe world— load's 
illegal expanridn over Arab terri- 
tory. We are appalled- and 
angered by Mr. Shamir’s Oft- 
repeated pledge toatjfe'tt deter- 
mined to keep “every square 
inch” of toe land Israel has taken 
by force. 

CNI supports toe two-state 
solution for toe Israelis and the 
Palestinians — toe solution en- 
dorsed by many Israeli nrifitary 
leaders mid members of parlia- 
ment. This is the sensfide answer 
that will allow Palestinians and 
Israelis to live in peace' wito each 
other. 

It is logical and fair for every- 
one. CNI is committed to a uni- 
form policy of decency and fair- 
ness for all peoples in toe Middle 
East. America's condemnation of 
President Saddam Hussein’s ter- 
rorism most extent also to toe 
terrorism carried oat by Israel’s 
government. 

The United States must oppose 
and speak out Mr. Sha- 

mir’s defiance of United Nations 
resolutions and his abuse of inno- 
cent people with the same deter- 
mination as we condemn Saddam 
Hussein’s. 

CNTs number priority is to 
provide the grassroots support so 
that Congress will suspend aid 
unto Israel stops violating human 
rights and blocking the U.S. 
peace process. 

In fret, CNI is leading the 
charge in Washington, D.C. to 
tefl all Americans, the Congress 
and toe national media about 
how our nation is bring ex ploi te d 
for tire purpose of propping up a 
terrorist regime. 

With the demise of the cold 
war, the Middle East is the 
greatest threat to world peace. 
Your support of CNI will make 
toe world a safer place for not 
only ourselves, but for genera- 
tions to come. 


Washington doesn’t help any- 
body.” 

Mr. Cuomo’s shadow .has al- 
ways loomed over toe 1992 
Democratic race and his presence 
became a. doud of sorts two- 
weeks ago when he first said 
pubfidy that he was considering 
running. 

Since then, several polls have 
shown Mr. Bush’s support among 
voters slipping as unease about 
the economy increases. A recent 
Washin gton Post-ABC poll, for 
example, found just 37 per cent 
of respondents favoured Mr. 
Bush’s handling of toe economy 
and 51 per cent agreed that “we 
need a president who can set the 



nation in a new direction.” 

John Marino, tbe New York 
state Democratic ack- 

nowledged that e conomi c. ' and 
political developments in .recent 
weeks have been favourable to 
the governor but added that Mr. 
Cuomo has long befieted Mr. 
Bush was vulnerable. . - - 

“It has become obvious to 
everyone recently that Republi- 
cans may have agfogs problems 
next year, bat Mario Cuomo has 
believed this for some time,” Mr. 
Marino said. “So tint nriv in- 
formation may weS be interest- 
tog, but it doesn’t change things 
as we have seen them*"* . 
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New Projects to improve life in Wadi Mousa 


Trust seeks to protect Petra 9 s heritage 


*y 

Special to the Jordan Times 


fin®] 


. PETRA, capital of the Naba- 
toean Kingdom until 106 AD. 
and afterwards a centre of 
trade routes up till the 
seventh century, was virtually 
: forgotten in history until 
finally rediscovered by a 
Swiss traveller in 1812. 


Today, however, Petra is 
tfce most famous archaeolo- 
gical ate in Jordan and reg- 
istered as a World Heritage 
She by United Nations Edn- 


cational,jSdentitic and Cultu- 


»;uwwiuuv OlIU If- 

ni/ Organisation (UNESCO). 


The entire greater Petra 
region in Wadi Mousa h a 
microcosm of human ovz/iza-. 
tion. Remains from the 
Paleolithic, and Neolithic 
periods have been excavated. 
HeBcnistic, Nabataean, Ro- 
man, Byzantine, early and 
middle Islamic, Crusader, 


Ottoman and contemporary 
periods have enshrined it 
with a legacy of 2,000 years of 
human settlement add activ- 
ity. 

The rose-red dty of Petra 
fascinates all its visitors. 
Tourists make it a point to 
see as much as they can of the 
dty carved out of the rock, 
while Jordanians taka pride 
that such a marvellous trea- 
sure of history is in their 
country. 

The bad news is that time 
takes its toll, and the ancient 
monuments are endangered 
by natural and man-made 
hazards among which are: 
Erosion caused by natural 
elements; damage by seismic 
activity, vehicles, and en- 
vironmental degradation due 
to insufficient services to 
handle the thousands of visi- ' 
tors every year. 

Does anybody care? 

Fortunately, yes. A group 



of Jordanians, who sincerely 
care and believe that Petra 
should be protected and pre- 
served for the enjoyment and 
pride of present and future . 
generations, have founded a 
society — The Petra National 
Trust 

Founding members of the 
Trust are Her Majesty Queen 
Noor, who is patron and hon- 
onrary chairperson. His 
Royal Highness Prince Ra’ad 
Bin Zeid, Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Majda Ra’ad, 
Dr. Rauf Abu Jaber, Ms. 
Suha Shoman, Mr. Rami 
Khouri and many others. 

Working closely with va- 
rious concerned institutions, 
especially the Ministry of 
Tourism, the Department of 
Antiquities, Yarmouk Uni- 
versity and the University of 
Jordan, the Petra National 
Trust (PNT) has embarked 
on a carefully studied plan 
with diverse trims , ranging 
from the preservation of anti- 
quities to archaeological re- 
search and socio-economic 
development of the Wadi 
Mousa region. 

Some of the work initiated 
by the PNT is already under- 
way. The reason not many 
people have beard about the 
Trust is because the PNT has 
not publicised on a large 
; scale ... yet. 

“We have planned for 1992 
to be the year for the official 
fundraising and membership 
drive/* , PNT Executive 
Director Omar Hayek told 
the Jordan Times. 

“There will be a planned 
locat and international cam- 
paign to acquaint people with 
the diverse heritage and the 
cont emp o r ary concerns of 
the Petra region,” Mr. Hayek 
said. 

Cmrentfy, the PNTs fund- 
ing depends on membership 
fees and donations from 
Jordanians and foreigners 
alike. 

' The most important single 
attribute that distinguishes 
tile PNT is its interest not 
only in preserving the anti- 
quities, but the entire culture 
and natural environment 
through the development of 
the Wadi Mousa region in 


'came to a halt because of the 
Gulf crisis. The Trust initi- 
ated a fundraising campaign 
to provide temporary em- 
ployment for over 150 Petra 
area families who were total- 
ly dependant on tourists for 
their income. 

The PNT is trying to 
launch income-generating 
projects to benefit the resi- 
dents of the Wadi Mousa 


During the past year for 
example, tourism to Petra 


regjon. 

A project is now underway 
to renovate an old market- 
place in the centre of Wadi 
Mousa and to turn it into a 
handicrafts and arts centre 
that would generate income 
for the residents and provide 
additional attractions for 
Jordanians and tourists alike. 

The PNT has also helped 
secure government approval 
to divert 20 per cent of entr- 
ance fees at Petra to the Wadi 
Mousa municipality for use in 
local projects. 

“In less than one year. 
Wadi Mousa will get an 
almost complete facelift. 
There will be dramatic 
changes,” Mr. Hayek said. 

The PNT is working closely 
with architects and planners 
to study the possibility of 
beautifying and preserving 
the character of Wadi Mousa 
and the main road to Petra. 
The Trust has also consulted 
the Ministry of Tourism to 
detine an architectural code 
and standards which would 
apply to construction in the 
area to preserve the tradi- 
tional character of the regkm. 

Concerning the more ur- 
gent need of preserving the 
antiquities, a project is now 
underway to study the brittle 
Nubian sandstone of Petra 
which is in darker of erosion 
from natural elements, urban 
expansion and the effect of 
thousands of visitors each 
year. 

"Heavy rains in 1989 
caused part of the upper 
facade of the Palace Tomb to 
collapse. Therefore serious 
international effort is re- 
quired to prevent future dam- 
age by the consolidation and 
preservation of the monu- 
ments,” Mr. Hayek noted. 

“We would like to see 
more seious interest from a 
professional-architectural 
perspective to protect the 


Babushka's burden 


taking care of the family 


They spend endless hours shopping, cleaning, waiting in 
line. Grandmothers, or “babushkas, ” have shouldered the 
burden for years, arid still do. The writer takes a look at 
how one “ babushka ” holds her family together. 


By Wendy Soane 

The Associated Press 


KIEV, USSR — Lydia Parra 
rises early to begin hours Of 
food shopping for herself, her 
Hanghtnr and grandmother. 
Her only companion on the 
drily treks is a laminated 
doth bag on wheels. 

“Every day I leave the 
apartment at 8 a.m. to buy 
eggs, hut there aren’t any,” 
said Lydia, 74, checking her 
babki, or cheese pie , in the 
oven. 

When she goes to the 
crowded bread store , her. 
daughter Lena, 41, is asleep 
on the pull-out couch in the 
tiring room. While Lydia 
waits in tine to buy milk, her 
18-year-old granddaughter, 
Lika, still snoozes in the bed- 
room the two of them share., 

By the time she returns, 
both are gone: Lena, a divor- 
■cbg, to her job teaching Rus- 
rian fo foreign students at the 
Qvi? Aviation Engineering 
Institute, and TJka to Kiev" 
Sate University, where she 
studies En g lish translation 
sod Japanese. 

-Attheeadoftbe day, they. 


are tired and expect Lydia to 
have a home-cooked dinner 
ready. 

“ I do something around 
the bouse,” Lena insisted, 
eating a weekend lunch of 
spicy fried eggplant and 
tomatoes with beef, which 
Lydia had prepared. “I made 
cookies once. They were deli- 
cious.” 

What were supposed to be 
Lydia’s golden years are til- 
led with the daily grind of 
making sure her family has 
enough to eat. As the eco- 
nomy continues to deterio- 
rate and a harsh winter 
threatens, Lydia and other 
grandmothers keep their 
families going. 

The grandmother , or 
babushka, often is the back- 
bone of the household. Be- 
cause most women most 
work to mak e family ends 
meet, only the babushka can 
spend the -hours in tine re- 
quired to obtain -the ingre- 
dients of a decent meal. 

Most men refuse to do 
household chores and baby 
sitters are virtually unheard . 
of in the Soviet Union. Many 
elderly women &ise. their 


grandchildren, and some- 
times their great-grandchil- 
dren as well. 

It is not uncommon to see 
elderly women in then drab 
beadscarves shuffling along 
the street carrying heavy, 
bulging sacks from a day’s 
shopping. 


but food and necessary 
books. 

Because of a strict ration- 
ing system in the Ukraine, 
vouchers are needed to buy 
clothes, appliances, food and 
most other goods at state 
stores. Bread and milk are 
excqptiqns. 


Lydia, a heavyset former 
math teacher whose husband 
died neatly 10 years ago, has 
■had two heart attacks in re- 
cent years and was hospital- 
ised not long ago. Ia spite of 
her poor health, she still goes 
to the shops every day. 

On one trip, she spent 
Marly one-fifth of her 
monthly pension for 11.7 
kilogrammes (26 pounds) of 
potatoes, which she had to 
roll home in her wheeled bag. 
One night, she went out late 
to a subway station to give a 
package of butter and cheese, 
to an acquaintance, who 
promised to deliver it to her 
48-year-old son in Moscow. 

tf He fold me it was bard to 
find butter there / she ex- 
plained with a stoic shrug. 


No ration coupons are re- 
quired at farmers' markets 
and “ commercial shops” 
owned by cooperative enter- 
prises, but their prices are far 
too high for most people. 

Lydia receives a monthly 
pension of 175 rubles, up 
from 65 rubles in April; fjsna 
earns 420 rubles a month and 
Lika, gets a stipend of 150 
rubles from the univ e r sit y. AO’ 
receive the bright yellow ra- 
tion vouchers. 


The combined incomes are 
barely enough to Uve on. 

Lena used to travel to Mos- 
cow often to visit friends she 
met while attending a lan- 
guage institute there, hot now 
fs too expensive: About 40 
rubles round-trip. 


The daily quests are he 1 
coming even more difficult. 
The government raised prices 
drastically in April, tenfold 
for some ordinary hems, and 
the family now buys nothing 


" 1 began to think, *my 
God, HI return, and what are 
they going to eat?’, ” she said. 
“1 can’t let mama or Uka eat 
only porridge just because I 
felt like travelling to 
Moscow.” 


he 


vulnerable monuments, 
added. 

In this regard the PNT has 
already commissioned a pre- 
liminary study on options for 


Siq — the cracfc between the 
rocks that leads to the old 
city. The PNT has also work- 
ed with the Department of 
Antiqities to prohibit cars 
titan using the Siq, and a new 
road has been built hading 
into Petra from the Umm 
Saihoun area for use by ser- 
vice or emergency vehicles 
only. 

Another project currently 
underway is a survey of tire 
area surrounding Petra to 
preserve it as a national park, 
especially since excavations 
have shown archaeological 
remains from earlier periods. 

The PNT, in cooperation 
with the Department of Land 
and Surveys and the Depart- 
ment of Antiquities, is con- 
ducting a survey after which a 
map will be prepared for 
rezoning and reorganising the 
area as a first step to trans- 
form it into the Petra Nation- 
al Park, Mr. Hayek said. 

’Most of our work is coor- 
dination and cooperation 
with the various concerned 
organisations and institutions 
to ensure the development of 
the Wadi Mousa region, 
while preserving the anti- 
quities and the historical and 
cultural heritage /’ Mr. 
Hayek pointed out 

The P&T, through the 
office of Her Majesty Queen 
Noor, is coor dinating with 
UNESCO cm the provision of 



The nauuy art the 


Why 


technical aid to undertake a 
long-term masterplan study 
of the entire Petra region. 


The study would serve as a eluding the antiquities, the 
basis for the long-term de- natural environment and 
velopment of the region in- tourism services. 



TORONTO. SAME DAY 


Now, Royal Jordanian flies direct 
from Amman to Toronto. 

On November 7th, Royal Jordanian adds another Maple leaf to 
its existing Canadian operation — Montreal. 

Fly every Thursday on our luxurious TriStar from Amman k> 
Toronto, arriving the same evening to pursue your planned 
activities. 

Royal Jordanian, one of the most dynamic airlines is always adding 
new destinations to its network for your comfort and convenience. 


ROYALJORDAN1AN <k^SuM) 
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By Mate Addasi 


Have you ever noticed how protective women are of their 
hair secrets. A woman could be at gunpoint and the most 
she would admit to explain her newly acquired blonde 
strands would be, “the sun.” if you press further, she would 
rather swallow a cyanide pm than tell you the truth. 

And this applies to brands of bairsprays, cremes, and of 
course, the bat kept secret, the hairdresser's name, which 
is the entire reason for secrecy. 

Why ? 

Well, it is not unusual that people have 1 slight ’ com- 
munication problems with then hairdressers. At the 
slightest provocation as to ask for a trim, bolts of lightening 
U hunina te the idea-zone of the hairdresser’s brain who 
proceeds to tell you he or she has “just the hairstyle for 
you." 

The result is often an unrecognisable being looking back 
at you to m the mirror, such as a blonde with hair-texture 
competing with that of a broom's in place of a onee-upon-a- 
timc brunette with gleaming hair. 

Most women go through periods during which they bunt 
for the “good” hairdresser, fuBy equipped with hats, scarfs, 
and brown paper bags to camouflage minor disaster, during 
the hunt. Don't expect diem to hand you the hairdresser's 
name on a silver platter. You must locate the place, the 
"hard way.” 

Of course they do not come right out and refuse to give 
you the name of the hairdresser. They just seem to get 
memory lapses just when you ask them. They do, however, 
recall parts of the directions: 

“It is located on the second right after the steepest hill in 
Amman." That's all you get. As for file res* of the 
information, you have to investigate on your own. Try and 
pinpoint who it is and you win get a stream of I don't 
knows. 

14 Is the hairdresser male or female," you ask shrewdly. 

"I don't know,” comes the answer. 

It may sound almost impossible to locate a place with 
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such little information, but according to one hairdresser, it 
can be done. " One customer's husband found me in 30 
minutes Bat, with a gun, " be said. “ But I swear I didn't 
know she was trying to spite him when she asked for her 
long, beautiful hair to ‘go'” 

But to those women who never seem to find a good 
hairdresser, do not despair because there is a solution. Just 
do what men do. They find a hairdresser; any hairdresser 
will do. And they train him to cut their hair the way they 
like it. And Bom hence forth, they readily and faithfully, 
cross the seven seas and clim b the seven mountains to 
follow that hairdresses. Even if these mountains are the 
steepest in Amman. ■ 




November birthsto 


THE T@iPAE 


FamBy — Crystal of fhiosilieate of aluminium. 

Colour — Yellow-gold, honey-yellow, deep sherry, pale 
brown,' and, rarely, pink, red , and blue. 

Geographical sources — Australia, Brazil, Mexico, 
USSR and the United States of America. 

Legendary background — The most likely origin of the 
name topaz is its derivation Bom the old Sanskrit word, 
tapes, meaning fire. In ancient times it was said to ward off- 
epilepsy an d asthma. As a cure for insomnia the stones 
were h ist- steeped in water to make a drink. In the MkkBe 
Ages fa was thought that a topaz placed in a bowl of baling 
wafer would chill it on the instant — the opposite to the 
ruby which was believed to make water bod. Oscar Wilde 
described the colours of the topaz... “as yellow as the eyes 
of a tiger, topazes as pink as the eyes of a wood pigeon, and 
green topazes that are as the eyes of a cat.” 

Qualities — Faithfulness, true ' friendship, and loyalty. 


JewtBery mterpretations — The Roman Emperor, Had- 
rian, owned an ancient ring set with a topaz, and on it was 
inscribed a prophecy guaranteeing good tuck to the wearer. 
In the early eighteenth century necklaces were in the form 
of a collar, with elaborate pendants, made of topaz ribbons 
and Bowers. This gemstone was very popular in early 
Victorian times. Filigree was fashionable and pink topaz, 
combined with other stones like the green chrysolite, had 
settings of leaves. Bowers and scallop shells, stamped Bom 
a light metal. 

Today — A large square topaz or cut cabodton (dome), 
looks particularly arresting in a broad, polished gold 
setting. 


Notable November b ir th day s — Martin Luther, Sir Win- 
ston Churchill 

In the case of this particular birthstoae, the CITRINE 
can be worn as an alternative. Precious topaz is seldom 
used in modem jewellery because of its increasing rarity. 


JTV Channel 2 Weekly Preview 


Thursday, Nov. 7 

30 The Simpsons. 


The one-thousand dollar 
hairtreatment medicine gives 
Mr. Simpson a totally diffe- 
rent look, but not for long. 

9:10 The Case Book Of Sher- 
lock Holmes 


The Disappearance Of Lady 
Frances Carfax 


Dr. Watson’s holiday en- 
counter with the enigmatic 
Lady Frances brings Holmes 
rushiqg to the lake district 
just-as she disappears. 

1030 News In Kn g ffah 
10:20 Movie Of the Week 



Samantha (Alyssa Milano , left} Who’s The 
arsd Mona (KathuHnm Habaond) in 8:30 l 


SSccz ezi ‘Tuesday at 


Starring: Jack Lemmon and 
Ted Dansoo 


Loyalty and deep compas- 
sion are the best medicine to 
fight cancer and old age. 


Saturday, Mow. 9 

8:30 Totalty BBdder Video 

9. -00 Encounter 

9:30 Life On The Land 

10. -00 News In English 
l(h20 Feature FHm 


Monday, Mon. Tf 

830 Hey Dad 
9:10 Assignment 


10:20 Frszcb Feature FBm 


FFcgnLzs&sy, Mon. 13 

835 i&ete And Allie 


The Lookalike 


Friday, Mon. 8 


830 Coach 


Starring: Melba Gilbert and 
Dianne Ladd 


The Assignment team 
visits three nuclear plants .. 
two in Czechoslovakia and 
one in Bulgaria where safety 
. records are not encouraging. 

1030 News In English 
1030 Gabriel’s Fire 


Young chip has a very big 
problem: How to bide the 
fact that he has failed his 
er.criis z: school. 


9:15 Cosmos 


Harden resorts to lying to 
get a wealthy lady to donate ; 
he almost has it made, bur 
the dog ruins everything. 

9:10 Shakespeare 


Sunday, Mon. lO 


The Descent 


A personal Voyage 
Harmony of the worlds 


830 The Golden Girls 


King Lear 

1030 News In English 
1030 WJLO.U. 


Great Expectation 
9:10 Murder She Wrote 


Tumsday, Mon. 13 

830 Who's The Boss 


The Kid 


The Sins of Castle Cove 


Mother Nature's Son 


The news director at Chan- 
nel 2 is jailed for not reveal- 
ing the name of the reporter 
who broadcast a story on 
police brutality. 


Mariam Howard, a young 
married woman, is found 
murdered "at her appart- 
ments. Jessica investigates 
the murder. 


10:00 News In En g lish 

10:28 This Man ... This 
Woman 


Tony and Angela must de- 
cide if they are ready for the 
challenge of raising a child 
when Billy's grandmother 
can no longer care for him 
and asks Tony to take him in. 

9:10 Our House 


Carl Sagan talks about 
observations that were made 
iii the 17th century which 
marked the beginning of the 
modem science of astro- 
nomy. 


!&:$$ News Is E egKieh 
10:25 ni Justice 


The Price Of Justice 


Fifth Beatie 

1030 News In Englbk 


The price of justice is al- 
ways high and its imple- 
mentation is more important 
than appearing political per - 
sonahtes. 


Box full of wishes 




By E Yaghi 


After the Friday prayer, the men congregated up on the 
roof of a drab gray boose in which lived the groom. It was a 
nice October day where white whisps of cotton candy 
douds oozed across a pale sky ..The last remnants of a fading 
moon lingered for a while as men bunchecf themselves in 
small groups around trays stacked with Mensaf (a tangy 
meat-topped rice dish) while the aroma of a cooked 
yoghurt sauce tempted their patience. 

Inside the drab house, also gray and bare except for* 
some bright hand sewn pictures, the groom's sister pre- 
pared her dress for the great event. “Ah,” she sighed. “At 
last Nabeel is getting married. How wonderful. I’m so 
happy for him!” 

She looked in her mirror and saw her dark coffee eyes 
staring bade. “If only I could many too. But who will ever 
choose one such as me? Yes, my hair dunes. It’s so black it 
almost looks dark blue and it is smooth and fine but here 
my beauty ends, for in contrast to my hair, Fm the 
hunchback of my neighbourhood. Fm deformed and no 
one cares how pure my heart may be. Instead, people turn 
away in disgust as though my shape were unforgivable and 
something of my doing!” 

A tear escaped her dark eyes and somersaulted down her 
cheek onto the torquoise satin dress she hugged in her arms 
for comfort. “Mama taught us always to be brave and not 
care what other people dunk. If only Papa were alive to see 
Nabeel on his wedding day, he would be so proud. Dear 
Papa, I miss him so. He was one of few who loved me for 
my mind and heart!” 

“Janeen,” her mother called. “Didn't you finish dressing 
yet?” The women are coming soon and yon must be ready. 
Hurry up!” 

“Yes, mother, Fm coming. Don’t worry!” Janeen yelled 
back and die hurried to slip on her fine looking dress that 
failed to conceal her deformity. She fantasized she was 
Cinderella going to the ball. 

“If only I had a box foil of wishes, then Fd first wish to be 
normal. Second, Td wish I didn't have the voice of a child 
and the body of a freak!” She sighed a g ain as she put her 
last touch of pink makeup on her doll like face. 

She timidly opened the door of her room and peeked 
about then she tiptoed out all dressed in turquoise with 
matching shoes hunched over herself. Most of the women 
ignored her as they heaved and panted up long twisting 
rounds of stairs. She saw her brother Nabeel dressed in a 
black suit fidgeting nervously at the end of the hall. “How’s 
my beautiful Janeen today?” he asked as she approached. 
“Happy for my wedding?” 

She managed a sparkle in her clouded eyes and said, “Of 
course. I Wish you all the bliss and joy in the world and only 
crave that there was a little to spare for me! But huny now, 
die women are coining. Go up on the roof with the men 
until its time for you to go and get your bride!” And she 
shooed him away and went to help her mother in the 
kitchen. 

' ‘There you are Janeen. Remember what I told you. 
Don’t slouch around trying to hide. Be proud of yourself. 


'Your body is just a shell that covers what you really are. I 
don’t want you Hang in g around me. Go and greet our 
guests. I want to bear music and hear you singing and see 
you dancing! Your brother’s getting married and its no time 
gar feeling sorry for yourself or long faces. Your asters are 
wnady mixing with the guests. Go out and join,, them.” 

So she left the kitchen determined to make the best of 
her brother’s wedding. She searched for her two asters. 
She heard her sister Heyam ringing and then saw her 
dancing with her other sister Ranchi. “Oh, Heyam looks so 
beautiful today. She is a Cinderella. But Randa's pathetic. 
Her hunchback which is less than mine is showing. How 
does riie find the courage to act normal? At least Heyam 
isn't deformed like ns.” 

Women got up and danced with the groom's sisters. They 
took turns. The older women, their thobes decorated wife 
intricate and colourful cross stitch, waved their headdresses 
to fee beat of a loud drum and twirled around tightfooted 
and cheerful. They were then replaced by younger girls 
who gyrated themselves in tune to songs as grins shyly 
spread on their faces. Heyam, the only normal aster, 
would dance for a while and then stop and dap, coaxing the 
other women to continue clapping and singing. Randa, less 
deformed than Janeen, danced for a while and then 
disappeared. Now, it was Janeen’s turn. Heyam grabbed 
her arm and pulled her towards the middle of the circle. 
Janeen began to dance and pretend that she was the same 
as every one else. She almost believed herself until she saw 
two eyed little girls staring at her in astonishment, but she 
couldn't give op now, not just yet. 

Her face grew red and she finally stopped for breath. She 
had now gained seme confidence and roamed fee room 
encouraging her audience to participate. She tried not to 
hear snickers of mocking laughter bus behind her back. 
“They’re not better than I,” she said to herself. “I can’t 
help how I am. If they can’t accept me for what I am then I 
feel sorry for them.” 

One of fee older women stood up and hugged her. 
“Come on,” she said, “Let’s go and get fee bride!” 

“No thanks,” Janeen insisted, overwhelmed. “FI1 wait 
here and stay wife those who want to remain behind.” 

It was dark by the time ho nking taxis entered the narrow 
dirt street that led to Janeen’s house. Out on the main 
road, young men sang and danced circles around the 
groom. Janeen limped up to the roof as fast as she could to 
catch a glimpse of her new sister-in-law and watch her 
brother as his friends hoisted him up on their shoulders. As 
the bride was part carried and part pushed by fee wave of 
relatives feat engulfed her, the bridal party wound its way 
up fee narrow passage all the way to fee drab roof which 
was to chair fee host of onlookers. But at first Janeen’s 
didn’t see or hear fee oncoming party. “If only I had a box 
full of wishes then I would wish to be normal, not a 
grotesque beast feat people make fim of. I wish I could 
become somebody's bride too and live happily ever after,” 
she whispered to herself as one tear slipped away from her- 
clouded eyes and fell like a silver drop of dew on hef'sDft 
satin torquoise dress which glittered under the glow of a 
smiling silent moon. 


THIS WEEK IN HISTORY 


Thursday , Nov . 7 


1659 — Peace of the 
Pyrenees is reached between 
Spain and France. 

1733 — Spain and France 
sign Treaty of Escurial and 
form alliance against Eng- 
land. 


Soviet Union's celebration of 
its 1917 Bolshevik Revolu- 
tion. 

1990 — Shots Bred near 
Mikhail Gorbachev during 
Soviet Union's Revolution 
Day parade ; Irish voters elect 
radical feminist to pres- 
idency. 


1807 — Russia breaks off 
relations with England. 

1876 — Russia prepares for 
war against Turkey. 

1920 — Serious famine 
breaks out in China. 


1939 — Sovereigns of Bel- 
gium and Holland approach 
Britain's King George VI 
advocating peace with Ger- 
many. 

1956 — British and French 
declare ceasefire in Egypt, 
but Britain says it will evacu- 
ate troops only on arrival of 
United Nations Emergency 
Force. 


1966 — Chinese diplomats 
walk out of Bolshevik 
anniversary celebration in 
Moscow after hearing Soviet 
criticism of Peking govern- 
ment. 


Friday, Nov. 8 
1519 — Spanish conqueror 
Hernando Cortez reaches 
Mexico City. 

1620 — Catholic League 
under Count Tilly Defeats 
army of Frederick of Bohe- 
mia at Battle of White Moun- 
tain near Prague. 

1793 — Louvre Museum in 
Paris opens to public. 

1880 — Civil war in Samoa 
begins. 

1917 — Nikolai V. Lenin 
becomes chief commissar in 
Russia and Leon Trotsky is 
named premier. 

1950 — First battle be- 
tween jet planes as U.S. 
fighters are attacked by 
North Korean MiGs near 
Yalu River in Korean con- 
flict. 


1962 — United States com- 
pletes emergency airlift of 
arms and ammunition to In- 
dia in that nation's border 
war with China. 

1975 — Morocco's King 
Hassan calls off people's 
march into Spanish Sahara 
and says takeover of desert 
territory must be accom- 
plished by other means. 

1977 — Israeli fighter- 
bombers attack targets in 
South Lebanon , and 
Lebanese government says 
two villages are levelled with 
at least 60 civilians killed. 

1982 — Western sources 
say up to 2,700 civilians and 
Soviet soldiers in a convoy 
perished after fiery collision 
in A fghanis tan mo untain tun- 
nel jammed with buses and 
trucks. 


Sunday, Nov. 10 


1973 — United States and 
Egypt announce they will re- 
sume tliplomatic relations 
and exchange ambassadors. 

1975 — Lidia's supreme 
court reverses Prime Minis ter 
Indira Gandhi's conviction 
on two electoral offenses. 

1981 — Soviet Defence 
Minister Dmitri Ustinov says 
USSR will never allow 
another nation to achieve 
military superiority. 

1987 — Tunisia's President 
Habib Bourguiba is removed 
Bom office by his prime 
minister who says 84-year-old 
leader is too senile to rule. 

1988 — Powerful earth- 
quake just inside China's 
moutainous southern border 
kills 600 people. 

1989 — Anti-Communist 
demonstrators , striking 
workers and clashes between 
police and protesters mar 


1956 — U.N. General 
Assembly demands that 
Soviet troops withdraw Bom 
Hungary. 

1959 — United Arab Re- 
public and Sudan sign agree- 
ment on sharing Nile waters 
after construction of Aswan 
Dam. 

1977 — Israel shells 
Palestinian bases in southern 
Lebanon. 

1990 — President George 
Bush orders 200,000 more 
U.S. troops to Iraq; U.S. 
readies U.N. resolution that 
would authorise an attack on 
Irsiq. 

Saturday, Nov. 9 


1937 — Japanese troops 
take Shanghai. 

1939 — Bands of Nazis 
roam streets of Germany, 
burning and destroying Jew- 
ish synagogues, homes and 
stores. 


1944 — It is disclosed that 
Germany is using a new 
weapon — a V-2 rocket — 
against England in World 
War H. 

1956 — Baghdad Pact na- 
tions boycott Britain. 

1962 — President of Ye- 
men accuses Britain of plot- 
ting to overthrow regime. 

1970 : — Soviet Unjon re- 
leases two U.S. generals , their 
pilot and a Turkish officer 
whose plane strayed across 
Soviet border. 

1973 — U.S. Secretary of 
State Henry Kissinger arrives 
in Peking and gives assurance 
that United States is deter- 
mined to complete normali- 
satin of relations with China 
as soon as possible. 

1975 — Angola becomes 
independence of Portugal in 
midst of civil war. 

1976 — Syrian troops and 
tanker enter Beirut, Leba- 
non, without resistance under 
agreement for multinational 
Arab peacekeeping force. 


1971 — China's chief dele- 
gates to United Nations ar- 
rive Jn.New York City amid 
tight security arrangements; 
U.S. Senate ratifies treaty to. 
return island of Okinawa to 
Japan. 

1972 — United States turns 
over its big base atLongBinh 
to South Vietnamese, symbo- 
lising end of direct U.S. parti- 
cipation in Vietnam War. 

1973 — Egypt and Israel 
sign ceasefire agreement 
sponsored by United States 
and begin discussi ons to carry 
out the pact. 

1987 — Boris.-, Yeltsin, 
who criticised what he called 
slow pace of Soviet reform, is 
removed as Moscow Com- 
munist Party chief. 

1990 — China tells Iraq it 
will not use veto power to 
block U.N. Security .Council 
resolution autho rising milit- 
ary action to force it out of 
Kuwait. 


Tuesday, Nov. 12 


Monday, Nov. 11 


1918 — Armistice for 
World War I is signed be- 
tween Allies and Germany. 


1927 — Leon Trotsky is 
expelled Bom Communist 
Party in Russia and Joseph 
Stalin becomes undisputed 
ruler. 

1933 — Nazis dominate 
German elections. 

1937 — Japanese troops 
occupy Chinese city of Shan- 
ghai: 

1941 — Soviet troops halt 
Germans at outskirts of Mos- 
cow in World War U. 

1948 — Japan's former 
Premier Hideki Tojo and 
other Japanese World WarH 
leaders are sentenced to 
death. 

1956 — Janos Kadar re- 
fuses to allow United Nations 
observers into Hungary; 
Sudan and Tunisia join Un- 
ited Nations. 

. 1977 — Twenty Jwo na- 
Bons open Arab League 
masting in Tams, and-empb- 
flris is on achieving solidarity. 

1990 — Emperor Akibito 
ascends 2 , 600 -yem-oM chry- 
santhemum throne in Japan. 


The Associated Press 
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Ann-Margret at 50 — Popping her jaw and drying her eyes 
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By Dana Kennedy 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Ann- 
Margret, who up until now 
has been seated in a dignified 
fashion, clad in an elegant 
Mack turban and matchin g 
pants and boots, leans for- 
ward and opens her month 
wide. 

Pop silence. Crunch 

“Hear that? 1 ' Ann-Margret 
says and dissolves into gales 
of laughter. “That's my jaw.” 

That's her jaw in the after- 
math of the near-fatal spill 
she took off a stage while 
performing in Lake Tahoe in 
1972. She fell 22 feet (nearly 
7 metres), breaking her jaw 
and leaving her face partly 
numb. 

For anyone else , it would 
be a life-defining incident. 
But for Ann-Margret, it was 
all in a day's work — she was 
back on stage 10 weeks later. 

“My dad had te rminal can- 


cer and I was bound and 
determined to make him 
think 1 was going to be OK,” 
she says. “So 1 got right back 
on stage even though I could 
barely move my mouth open 
at the time.” 

. That kind of grit, however, 
has not been part of her 
public image. 

She's been stuck with the 
tag “ sex kitten” despite her 
enduring career as a singer, 
dancer and Academy Award- 
nominated actress. She's 
made 40 feature Sims. She's 
SO years old now, and even 
though her dancer's disci- 
pline and prominent Swedish 
cheekbones have kept her 
looking young, the term “sex 
cat” would be more appropri- 
ate. 

But on meeting her, the 
movie-magazine monikers 
fade fast. Though she's been 
a star for 30 years, Ann- 
Margret conducts herself as if 
she were your next-door 
neighbour. 


“ We’re very reclusive,” 
she says , describing the life 
she shares in Los Angeles 
with her husband and mana- 
ger of 24 years, Roger Smith. 
“We don't go out a lot. We 
have friends we’ve had for 30 
years. We have a smorgas- 
bord every Christmas Eve. 
We lead a pretty normal 
life” 

In the course of a rushed 
interview, barely 40 minutes, 
Ann-Margret will touch on 
subjects so diverse that some 
make her laugh and some 
make her cry. 

Her co-stars have included 
many legends — Bette Davis, 
Jack Nicholson, Kirk Doug- 
las, Bing Crosby and Steve 
McQueen. But when she re- 
members El vis Presley, with 
whom she starred in Viva /-ft ? 
Vegas, or John Wayne , tears 
come to her eyes. 

“ Elvis and I saw each other 
for awhile,” Ann-Margret 
says slowly. 'Then we re- 


mained friends for 14 years. I 
always knew his Sowers be- 
cause he sent them in the 
shape of a guitar.” 

She remembers Wayne for 
bis flowers, too. 

“He was so great to my 
parents /' she says. “When 
daddy died, he sent a bou- 
quet of Sowers. ” 
Ann-Margret is no profes- 
sional waif. She does not 
wear her sensitivity on her 
sleeve. It's just there, mixed 
in with some steel. 

“ I can be very, very emo- 
tional,” she says. “That's just 
who I am. And I never get 
over anyone's death. They 
live with me, in my heart " 
On Oct. 22, Ann-Margret 
made her New York debut at 
Radio City Music Hall, the 
■first place she visited as a 
six-year-old fresh from the 
tiny Swedish village of Vals- 
jobyn. Up until then, she bad 
been reluctant to accept en- 
gagements in New York be- 
cause they would have re- 


Salsa music — Japan's latest hot export 


By David Thurber 

The Associated Press 
TOKYO — When a New 
York agent first heard their 
demonstration tape, he re- 
fused to believe that a 
Japanese band could play sal- 
sa so well. Four years later, 
Orquesta de la Lnz is attract- 
ing large audiences worl- 
dwide. 

“ Until recently, not many 
non-Spanish people played 
Latin music,” said vocalist 
Carlos Kanno. “ But it's a 
wonderful culture, and the 
music deserves to be played 
around die world. ” 

The Japanese band's debut 
album went gold a month 
after its release last year in .. 
the United States, then went 
platinum. One track. Salsa 
Caliente DM Japaon (Hot- 
Salsa Rom Japan), topped 
the bfflboard Latin chart for 
10 weeks. 


And in such disparate 
venues as Tokyo, New York, 
Miami and numerous Latin 
American cities, the group is 
packing them in. 

The triumph contrasts with 
tiie failure of most other 
Japanese music groups to 
nuke it big overseas — attri- 
buted by some to differences 
in musical tastes, by others to 
a lack of creativity in 
Japanese popular music. 

The group's 12 congenial 
members also are credited 
with lifting salsa’s contagious 
rhythms and driving percus- 
sion from obscurity to treodi- 
ness at home in Japan. 

At a recent Tokyo concert, 
hundreds of fans pressed 
against the stage as powerful 
lead vocalist Nora exuberant- 
ly sang Salsa No Tfene Frort- 
tera (Salsa Has No Borders). 

“Don't be surprGed that 
we’re Japanese, ” she sings in 


Spanish. “There are no bor- 
ders, no barriers. This music 
is for all.” 

Several band members say 
they became interested in sal- 
sa after Latin percussionist 
Tito Puente visited Japan in 
1979 and lectured on Latin 
jazz. Peutc, an idol for the 
group, plays on one song on 
their second album. 

After it formed in 1984, the 
band began playing at small 
Japanese clubs, “J but we 
couldn't get anyone to 
come” Kanno said. “There 
were times when there were 
more people in the land than 
in the audience. ” 

They saved money tor 
years to pay their way to New 
York, home of salsa — liter- 
ally “sauce,” a danceable 
Mend of Latin music styles — 
and Gist played a tiny club in 
Queens. 

“We had tourist visas, so 


we couldn't take any instru- 
ments with us when we left 
Japan. We showed up at the 
dub an hour before the con- 
cert with no instruments. The 
promoter was shocked 
Kanno recalled. 

They managed to borrow 
old instruments, including a 
keyboard with peeling keys, 
pianist Satom Shkmoya said. 

“The audience looked as if 
it didn't know what to ex- 
pect be remembered. ‘7 
thought we would be booed 
off the stage. But with the 
first note, the audience was 
on its feet, cheering. We 
couldn't believe it.” 

With typical Japanese pre- 
cision, the four-man percus- 
sion section keeps the audi- 
ence moving with complex 
rhythms, balanced by a 
smooth four-man brass One. 

All the members, especial- 
ly dear-voiced Nora, convey 


a love tor their adopted 
music. 

“ They're doing excellently 
for befog Japanese and tor 
the short time they’ve been 
together, ” Latin jazz percus- 
sionist Poncho Sanchez said 
on a recent tour in Japan. 

“ For a long time, when 
salsa was popular elsewhere 
in the world, it wasn't here. 
But thi ngs have changed in 
the past year. Orquesta de la 
Luz has helped a lot,” he 
said. “StiD, they're going to 
have to live the music a tittle 
more.” 

Band members are glad 
more Japanese are hemming 
salsa fans, but want the music 
to be more than a passing 
trend. 

“In Japan, music is. 
fashion, and salsa has be- 
come a current fashion,” 
Kanno said. “ Japanese still 
don't decide by themselves 


what kind of music they real- 
ty tike, and instead have their 
tastes formed by the media.'' 

But that's beginning to 
change, be said. 

Other Japanese salsa bands 
are sprouting up, and they 
also hope their music will 
affect Japanese society by in- 
troducing it to Latin culture, 
in which music is more a part 
of everyday life. 

“In Japan there aren't 
many amateur bands that 
continue playing together 
just tor enjoyment. We want 
to create that kind of cul- 
ture,” said Yuzo Suenaga, a 
post office worker who plays 
with the group Cuba Libre. 

“ We've been lucky,” Kan- 
no said. “We can always play 
overseas if salsa loses popu- 
larity fo Japan. 

“But we think it's impor- 
tant to live fo Japan and play 
our music here. ” 
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Berlin's cult cabaret adapts to united Germany 


By Mark Heinrich 
Reuter 

BERLIN — It used to enjoy 
underground fame tor dodg- 
ing Communist censors with 
metaphorical skits tike “the 
people's listen and look com- 
pany, ” code for the security 
police no one dared lampoon 
by name. 

In a new era of free speech, 
the Distel Cabaret Theatre 
has bolstered its satirical sal- 
vos with real names, facts and 
a lot more research. And it's 
paid off — shows are once 
again sold out and toll of 
laughs, tike the Distel of old. 

Steeped fo a Berlin burles- 
que tradition immortalised by 
the Hollywood movie 
“Cabaret,” the Distel (Hus- 
tle) has evolved from a care- 
ful tweaker of east German 
Communist orthodoxy to a 
withering critic of the follies 
of German unification. 

“In two hours at the Distel 
you can learn more about this 


growing together of (east and 
west) Germans than by read- 
ing the best newspapers,” 
Distel Theatre director Gisc- 
la Oechelshaeuser said fo an 
interview with Reuters. 

“We speak to all of Ger- 
many today but from the 
perspective of our roots as 
east Germans,” she said of 
the ensemble that has per- 
formed fo a shabby tittle 
theatre opposite east Berlin's 
Friedrichstrasse Railway Sta- 
tion since 1953. 

“Our goal is to give Ossies 
(east Germans) the spirit to 
face the burden of their past 
and the challenge of the fu- 
ture,” added Ms. Oechel- 
shaeuser, 48, a 25-year 
cabaret veteran whose poli- 
tics are , tike most east Ger- 
man artists, left-liberal. 

Buoyed by tours of West 
German cities and television 
appearances, the Distel has 
begun its maiden season as a 
privatised company to rave 


reviews. Special shows are 
planned fo London and Ox- 
ford, England in la te 
November. 

The Distel is one of the few 
east German cultural institu- 
tions to flourish after uniGca- 
tion. Homegrown theatre, 
moviemaking and media, 
shorn of subsidies, have been 
shattered by an influx of 
Western competitors. 

An apt title tor the Distel's 
new programme, spoken in 
thick working-class Berlin ac- 
cents, might be “ Post-Uni- 
fication Blues.” 

Gcation Blues.” Excerpts 
from topical numbers, with 
choice onedfoets : 

— Economic collapse fo 
east Germany. “ The only 
thing we produce any more is 
dismal statistics.” 

— East German attitudes 
towards employment “In the 
old days my buddy and I were 
conscientious objectors. We 
refused to work.” 

— East Germans desper- 


ately trying to shed their 
socialist skin. East German 
wife to husband's west Ger- 
man mentor: lt WW it be 
enought if he throws out his 
36 volumes of Maix-Engeis 
works?” 

— East Germans as 
second-class citizens. Two 
prostitutes wait in west Berlin 
grumbling why they get paid 
only 60 per cent of what their 
western sisters command. 

East Germany's 1989 
democratic revolution, which 
spawned unification, forced 
sweeping changes fo the Dis- 
tel's act 

After years of being able to 
stage up to 400 shows with 
the same script, the Distel 
suddenly had to rework its 
material almost daily to keep 
pace with the dizzying tumult 
of events and preserve its 
credibility. 

* Everything said on stage 
could now be read in news- 
papers. We had to do much 
more homework/’ said Ms. 


Oechelshaeuser. 

Distel attendance sank as 
•east Germans’ attentions 
turned to material survival fo 
a new competitive world. 

Financially pressed as state 
subsidies evaporated, the 
Distel slashed an inflated 
staff of writers , actors, musi- 
cians, singers and technicians 
from 65 to 20 raised ticket 
prices. 

The audience gradually 
trickled back. 

“ Sixty per cent are Wessies 
(west Germans) now. And 
we've recovered Ossi fans 
who realise they are cheating 
themselves if they shut out 
their own culture. P/us, rick- 
ets are sold at cut rates to the 
unemployed, ” Ms. Oecbel- 
shaeuser said. 

Under Communist rule, 
the Distel survived as 
“licensed court /esters," as 
British author John Ardagb 
put it, only because its audi- 
ence was tiny — mainly party 


officials, intellectuals and pri- 
vileged foreigners tike diplo- 
mats. 

It was barred from televi- 
sion and tickets were hard to 
get. 

Party culture officials vet- 
ted scripts in advance. But 
Ms. Oechelshaeuser said 
actors could confound the 
censor with dever figurative 
wordplays and improvised 
body language. 

“We were forbidden to be 
direct. But actors and audi- 
ence all knew the daily ties 
(imposed by ideology). Life 
here was play-acting on a 
grand scale, so we bad great 
ton bamboozling the censor, ” 
Ms. Oechelshaeuser recalled. 

One memorable sketch fo 
early 1989 dealt with growing 
popular pressure for western 
travel. It had actors going on 
tour to the west with a secret 
police minder who ended up 
having to play the rear end of 
a pantomine horse. 


quired her to be away from 
her family fo California for 
too long a period of time. 

Radio City was more than 
just another venue for her. 

Bye Bye Birdie , the movie 
that made her a star, had its 
world premiere at Radio City 
fo April 1963. People lined 
the street to see the Ghn and 
it broke a 30-year music ball 
record. 

“I took my parents to the 
premiere," she remembers. 
“We all looked up at the 
marquee with my name on it 
and there were tears in our 
eyes.” 

Her mother, now 72, was 
in the audience when Ann- 
Margret took the stage with 
46 other own dancers for the 
six-day show last week, as 
well as the Rockcttes. The 
date was also her father’s 
birthday. Her father died in 
1973. 

Smith, who has been ac- 
cused fo the past of exerting a 


Svengali-like hold on his 
wife, was there as well. Smitii 
starred fo the TV series 7i 
Sunset Strip before giving up 
his acting career to manage* 
Ann-Margret ’s career. \ 

To bear her describe it.! 
Smith is the brains and the) 
brawn behind the artist 
allowing Ann-Margret the. 
luxury of nurturing a long j 
career without having to right 
a lot of battles. 

But she's quick to point out] 
that it's a partnership. Smith, 
has myasthenia gravis, the ' 
same neuromuscular disease 1 
that caused the death of Ar-\ 
istotle Onassis. He's fo remis - ; 
sion now but his condition ; 
could change at any time. 

Ann-Margret said her to-\ 
hue plans all revolve around; 
Smith’s health. • 

“It’s a U up to him,” she; 
says. “It's very simple. He's ; 
my family and my family is all ; 
that matters. It makes it very - 
simple. ” 


Gregory Peek 
makes 56th film 


By UxXfel Itatie 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK— When Greg- 
ory Peck began making Aims, 
the old studio system was 
breaking down and an actor's 
image depended as much on 
his own instincts as on the 
judgment of a studio boss. 

It came naturally to Peck, 
whose stage work fo college 
had transformed him from a 
shy teenager to a confident 
young adult. He was only six 
when his parents split up and 
by the time be arrived in 
Hollywood in the early 
1940s, he had learned to 
make all the important deci- 
sions by himself. 

“Maybe I had an indiffe- 
rent, stubborn streak which 
may have come from an in- 
stinct for self-preservation 
and the knowledge I was 
going to have to do it on my 
own, nobody was going to 
help me,” Peck explained 
during a recent interview. 

“ I was never owned by 
anybody. 1 never signed an 
exclusive contract I was' pret- 
ty much a Gee-lance player. I 
can take some of the credit 
for the successes and a lot of 
the blame for the failures. I 
never thought anybody was 
shaping me or creating an 
image.” 

■ But the parts he settled on 
quickly formed a pattern: 
The earnest missionary of bis 
second Ghn, The Keys Of 
The Kingdom, the crusading 
journalist of Gentleman’s 
Agreement, the kindly far- 
mer of The Yearling. 

He tried playing bad guys, 
fo DUEL In The Sun, as 
Captain Ahab fo Moby Dick 
and, more recently, as a Nazi 
fo The Boys From Brazil. But 
the public liked him best 
when he stood for something 
good, when he atoned for his 
violent past fo The GunGgh - 
ter or faced down a lynch 
mob in To Kill A Mock fog- 
bird. 



Gregory P eek 

“ It's easier to be a b£s 
guy," be insisted, “because ’ 
the script does so much for ■ 
you, because it informs the 
audience and the other chfac- 
ters that when you come on 
you're going to do something 
intimidating, threatening . ■ 
scary, terrorising maybe. - 

“J don't mean to defend 
my way of working against 
any other way, but in my ’ 
point of view it's harder fo 
make the good guy interest- 
ing. He's liable to be dull 
unless to you invest a lot of 
feeling in it. Maybe I whs 
successful in those parts be-., 
cause I was able to make ah 
emotional idea tiTica tioq. c 
„ Well, it ain't over yet. '* 

Tall and silver-haired, with; t 
dark, imposing eyebrows, 
75-year-old Peck is perhaps, ^ 
more handsome now than in ; 
his days as a leading man. Ffe' 
looked well fo gray slacks 
and a dark blue blazer. Hzs: 
face has filled out without f 
obscuring the lean, smooth^ 
features of his youth. 

His new film, bis 56th, is 
Other People's Money, and if ’ 
.if had been made 50 years’- 
ago the part of kindly corfi - ' 
pany executive Jorgy Jorgefi * + 
son might have been filled by , 
Walter. Huston or Lionel - 
Barrymore, veteran actors* 
whose presence communi- . 
cated warmth and integrity . J 

Peck has that stature now, , 


‘Biggest-ever’ Rembrandt exhibit also shows what’s not a Rembrandt 


] By Larry Tborson 

The Associated Press 

BERLIN — The Rembrandt 
experts speak and, around 
die world, owners of Rem- 
brandt paintings tremble. 
Some change labels , but 
others resist. 

The process called “do- 
attributing” Rembrandts be- 
gan fo the 1930s. It gained 
new attention fo September, 
with tire opening fo Berlin of 
a nmjor exhibition of works 
toy tiie 17th century Dutch 
toaster. 

. “We show the whole JRem- 
hrandt,” sard Jan Reich, a 
ranking curator of the Ger- 
man National Museums fo 
Beriin. “I think it’s the big- 


gest exhibition ever held on 
Rembrandt. ” 

After Berlin, the exhibit 
will be seen in Amsterdam 
and London. It includes near- 
ly 50 certiGed Rembrandts 
and more than 30 paintings 
ascribed to members of the 
master’s workshop, some 
signed with bis name. 

Six Rembrandts each are 
from the national Gallery fo 
London , the Rijksmuseum fo 
Amsterdam and Berlin's 
National collection. There 
are loans from 32 other 
museums and private collec- 
tors. 

Queen Elizabeth II of Bri- 
tain sent two Rembrandts 
and a painting that was consi- 
dered a Rembrandt until 


1986, when it was attributed 
to Isak Jouderville. 

“ Losing ” a Rembrandt is a 
blow to the art world and the 
public. 

For years, people take 
friends and relatives to see 
the star of the local museum, 
to admire the master's touch 
with light and shade, the ten- 
der feelings that glimmer 
from dark canvases, ■ 

Then the experts say Rem- 
brandt's signature was put on 
a painting done by Gerbamd 
Van Den Eeckbout or 
someone else working for the 
real master, Rembrandt Har- 
mensz Van Rijn . 

What to do, curse the art 
experts? Start loving Rem- 
brandt's pupils? 


At least, the exhibition 
“Rrembrandt and his work- 
shop” shows bow it happens. 

The art institute ■ in Chica- 
go, for instance, was given a 
painting fo 2894 called the 
Young woman At An Open 
Half-Door. It is signed Rem- 
brandt and sometimes was 
thought to depict one of the 
two women wb Hved with the 
painter after his wife died fo 
1642. 

Its authenticity came into 
question in the 1960s. The 
Chicago Museum withdrew 
the Rembrandt label several 
years ago and lent the paint- 
ing to the Berlin exhibition to 
be shows as a work of 
Samuel Van Hoogstraten, a 
pupil of the master. 


“We of course had to in- 
form' the lenders in advance 
and convince them of the loss 
of attribution,” Mr. Kelcb 
said. “Most were convinced. 
The exception was Stutt- 
gart.” 

The Staatsgalerie in the 
southern German city has a 
red-toned self-portrait label- 
led JRemhrandt, but Mr. 
Kelcb and iris colleagues be- 
lieve it was painted by Aert 
De Gekier, the master's last 
pupfl. 

“ It's a pity we couldn’t have 
this painting ” for the ex- 
hibit, Mr. Kelcb said. “ All 
(major) students of Rem- 
brandt are represented ex- 
cept De Gelder. ...the gallery 
fo Stuttgart still is convinced 


it is a Rembrandt. 

Christian Von Holst, depu- 
ty director of the Stuttgart 
Gallery, said in a telephone 
interview: “In Stuttgart, it is 
a Rembrandt. ” 

Von Holst said the way art 
historians determine attribu- 
tion could change. An artist's 
body of work may shrink 
under assault by the experts, 
he said. “ Then comes- 1 a new 
generation of art historians, 
and they say, you were too 
strict.'” 

fo 1986, art lovers fo Berlin 
were shocked by Mr. Ketch's 
decision to remove the Rem- 
brandt label from The Man 
In A Golden HelmeL 
The painting is the main 
attraction of Part n of the 


exhibit, about members of 
Rembrandt's workshop. 
Accompanying it is a long 
e xp lanation of how de-attribu- 
tion followed analysis of style 
and sdentiGc research . 

X-ray techniques can re- 
veal dark pigments in the 
underpainting, showing how 
a work was altered, rede- 
signed and built fo stages. 
These are invisible signs of an 
artist's style that help the 
experts decide the identity of 
the painter. 

Like the Chicago painting, 
many former ' Rembrandts 
were signed with his name. 
Mr. Kelcb said those who 
commissioned the canvases 
probably knew they weren't 
getting the master's work. 


“It was normal fo the 17t 
century,” he said. “He we 
like others who had hug 
workshops with pupils wh 
learned his style, worked fc 
a while fo his style and wet 
engaged fo huge productio 
of Rembrandt - paintings j 
bad to do with the gree 
popularity of JRemhrandt i 
his lifetime.” 

Mr. Kelcb said he expecte 
the Rembrandt research pre 
ject fo Amsterdam fo reduc 
the number of confrrme 
Rembrandt paintings ever 
tuafly to about 240. 

It's a big drop from the 74 
cited fo a 1921 Rembranc 
catalogue, he said, “but it is 
tot, compared with othe 
artists. ” 
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AMDS America — TOO deaths a day and the pace is quickening 
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By Bend Debusmann 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Tea 
years into the AIDS 
epidemic, ■ the figures are all 
bad and getting worse. AIDS 
now kiUs more than 100 
Americans a day. By 1993 , 
the death toll is predicted to' 
top 300 a day. 

According to the World 
Health Organisation 
(WHO), the United States 
accounts for almost half the 
cases of acquired immune de- 
ficiency syndrome (AIDS), 
•reported worldwide since the 
disease entered medical his- 
tory in 1981. 

Relative to size of popula- 
tion, the United States has 
almost nine times the inci- 
dence of AIDS as Britain and 
three times that of France. 

In the first decade of 


AIDS, the disease killed 
120,000 Americans — more 
than the Korean and Viet- 
nam wars combined. Experts 
say the next decade is bound 
to be worse even if there 
were not a single new case of 
infection from now <pn. 

The Centres for Disease 
Control ( GDC ) estimate that 
at least one million Amer- 
icans have been infected to 
date with the AIDS-causing 
HIV virus that strips the body 
of its immune defences. 

The alarming speed with 
which AIDS is spreading in 
the United States and worl- 
dwide has been spotlighted 
by two unrelated but equally 
grim reports by the National 
Commission on AIDS, a 
bipartisan body set up in 
1988, and the WHO in 
Geneva. 

Monitoring the relentless 
march of AIDS across the 


globe, the WHO said that 163 
countries had reported a total 
of 418,403 cases of AIDS in 
the past 10 years. The United 
States accounted for 191,601 
cases. 

The second-highest total — 
21,719 — cases was reported 
from Uganda. Brazil bad 
19J61, the highest in Latin 
America. France had 15^534 
cases, the most in Europe. 

The U.S. National Com- 
mission combined a bleak 
assessment of the prospects 
of slowing down the spread of 
AIDS with blistering critic- 
ism of the health system, 
government apathy and 
American attitudes towards 
the disease. 

Efforts to prevent the 
spread of AIDS and provide 
care for those who already 
had it, the commission noted, 
were hampered by “two des- 


tructive attitudes within our 
borders ... 

“ They are a thinly veiled 
feeling that those who ac- 
quire the virus are getting 
what they deserve and a col- 
lective. indifference to their 
fate." 

The commission deplored 
what it' termed “the innocent / 
guilty mindset ” of Americans 
who hold, little sympathy for 
the largest group of AIDS 
sufferers: Homosexual men 
who contracted the disease 
through anal intercourse and 
drug addicts infected by shar- 
ing contaminated needles. 

“There has been a dominant 
undercurrent of hostility to- 
wards many people with HIV 
disease ...” tire commission 
noted. 

Public opinion polls show 
that such views are slowly 
changing. In 1987, a Gallup 
survey showed that 42 per 


cent of the population 
thought AIDS was punish- 
ment for a decline in moral 
standards. Hus year, only 34 
per cent said they thought so. 

■ Similarly, in 1987 almost 
half those interviewed thought 
-most people with AIDS had 
only themselves to blame. 
Today, only a third say they 
think this way . 

The “innocent/guilty mind- 
set 77 has been spotlighted by 
huge outpourings of public 
sympathy for AIDS victims 
who did not contract the dis- 
ease sexual contact or drug 
use. 

A few years ago, Ryan 
White, a teenager infected 
through a blood transfusion, 
captured national attention. 
More recently, the plight of 
Kimberly Bergalis , a Florida 
woman who contracted the 
disease from her dentist. 


transfixed millions of Amer- 
icans. 

So weakened in the final 
stage of AIDS that she could 
barely speak, Ms. Bergalis 
appeared before a congres- 
sional committee to testify in 
favour of a bill that would 
require surgeons, dentists 
and other health profession- 
als to be tested for the HIV 
virus. 

“AIDS is a terrible disease 
that we must take seriously, ” 
Ms. Bergalis said. “I didn’t 
do anything wrong but Fm 
being marie to suffer for 
this. ” The inference could be 
drawn: Other AIDS sufferers 
did something wrong. 

_ U.S. medical organisa- 
tions, including the American 
Dental Association, oppose 
mandatory tests or restric- 
tions because they say the 
risk of a patient being in- 


fected by a health worker is 
minimal. 

The Bergalis case was the 
only known doctor-patient 
transmission. Health experts 
say it diverted attention bom 
the main issues in the AIDS 
crisis. 

According to the AIDS 
commission, these include 
the absence of a national 
AIDS plan and the social and 
economic ills which have 
turned parts of U.S. cities 
into slums that rival those of 
the Third World. 

The commission noted that 
a disproportionate number of 
AIDS sufferers are black , 
Hispanic and poor. While 
black Americans make up 12 
per cent of the population. 
for example, they account for 
28 per cent of AIDS cases. 

“The epidemic is widening 
most rapidly among poor 
people in inner cities — a 


group that historically pas 
bad difficulty in gaining, ac- 
cess to and finding payprent 
for primary care services,’ 1 
the commission noted. ^ 
Unlike most other* de- 
veloped countries, itbe ^Un- 
ited States has neither a 
cabinet-level AIDS 7 strategy 
nor universal health ctire. 
Some 37 million Americans 
have no health insurance at 
all. ‘ *. 

In the face of this, .them is 
growing criticism of the Bgsh 
administr ation for lack of. re- 
solve to tackle the ‘ crisis: 

A New York Times edito- 
rial said: “ Several decades 
ago, (President,) Franklin D. 
Roosevelt roused a genera- 
tion of Americans to figh t 
polio , a scourge to which ; he 
himself had fallen victim. To- 
day, faced with an even 
worse epidemic , President 
Bush is shockingly mute.’’ 




Sceptics urge caution on laser surgery as alternative to eyeglasses 






By Lee Siegel 

The Associated Press 

ANAHEIM, California — 
Some doctors say laser-beam 
eye surgery may let millions 
of nearsighted people throw 
away eyeglasses or contact 
lenses. But critics argue the 
procedure’s safety and effec- 
tiveness will remain question- 
able for years. 

Laser light already is wide- 
ly and legitimately used for 
eye surgery to control glauco- 
ma; treat injury or diabetes 
damage to the retina; and 
dear the haze that can form 
around ar tificial lens implants. 

But controversy surrounds 
the use of Excimer lasers to 
correct mild to moderate 
myopia, or nearsightedness. 

The outpatient surgery, 
named Photorefractive 


Keratectomy or PRK, uses 
an jExcuner laser beam to 
vaporise thin layers of tissue 
off the centre of the cornea. 

The cornea is the transpa- 
rent covering that, with the 
lens, helps focus light on the 
retina, or back of the eye. 
Nearsightedness can be cor- 
rected because the surgery 
flattens the cornea so it prop- 
erly focuses light on the re- 
tina. 

George Waring, an 
opthahookjgist at Emory 
University in Atlanta, said 
the surgery allows 85 per cent 
to 90 per cent of patients who 
get it to discard their glasses 
or contact lenses. The rest 
still must wear glasses. A few 
suffer insignificant or tem- 
porary side effects, be said. 

• Critics say iris safer to wear 
glasses or contacts. They 
worry about side effects, in- 


ducting creation of a grey 
haze in the eye that can 
slightly impair vision, at least 
temporarily, and a “night 
halo” effect in which a few 
patients see halos around 
tights. 

Doctors on both sides said 
the operation’s long-term 
effectiveness in correcting 
nearsightedness remains un- 
known because the first U.S. 
operation was performed 
only two years ago. The U.S. 
Food and Drug Administra- 
tion (FDA) is not expected to 
approve widespread use until 
at least mid-1994. 

Nevertheless, 7,000 to 
10,000 people worldwide — 
including about 1,000 Amer- 
icans — already have under- 
gone the surgery, said Dr. 
Carmen Puliafito, ophthal- 
mology chairman at Tuffs 
University in Boston. 


Some 60 milli on to 70 mil- 
lion Americans are nearsight- 
ed, and 80 per cent of them 
have mild and moderate 
nearsightedness that could be 
corrected with laser surgery. 
Dr. Waring said. 

Sceptics say it’s too soon to 
tell how effective the process 
is. 

"This procedure is stiff in its 
infancy, ” said Scott MaCrae, 
an ophthalmologist at Ore- 
gon Health Science Universi- 
ty and a consultant to the 
FDA. “We need a good half- 
decade to see what the 
surgery really does in terms 
of effectiveness and safety. ” 
' Because laser myopia 
surgery doesn’t weaken the 
eyeball, it may prove safer 
than radial Keratotomy, the 
nearsightedness operation in 
which the surgeon uses a 
knife to reshape the cornea 
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NOVEL PEOPLE 
By Arthur S. Verdesca 


ACROSS 

1 Affected manners 
5 Ltrmof 
capadunca 

10 RogiAh 

14 Angara drawn 
tottBTB? 

17 Capricorn 

IB Cause to smile 

IB "Aa you — !" 

20 Inflames 

22 BoDow's «fnle 
haro7 

24 Roth's Ary- 
minded 
protagonist? 

26 ftjt down nsavtfy 
var. 

27 Do shetenes 

28 Andont catapult 

29 Bewilder 

32 "Swam Row 
O'—" 


DOWN 

1 Ottoman Empire 
official 

2 Chrt 

3 Yellow Journal 

4 PBW Ike Seurat 

5 Renowned 

6 ■ — worth 
something" 
(Browning) 

7 Ordinary people 

8 Residue 

9 — wienie 

10 Granted 

11 Kind at race 

12 Ship's men 

13 Jinx 

14 Max. Wanker 

15 Caled up 
18 baton 

20 Balzac 

21 lar.’a neighbor 
23 "Oklahoma" aunt 
25 Sloshed 


34 Above 

35 Papal garments 
38 Lasse* — 

37 Theatrical 
performer 

40 Alma — 

41 Stowe's educated 
meante 7 

43 Mato use oi 
45 Buchwafd 
48 Eftttt fish 

47 Moved swam** 

48 Bafiarlna'c shin 

49 Barbery pashes 

51 Remove the rtnd 

52 Glutted 

54 Contract 
amendment 

55 Satan necessity 
57 lr. patriot 

56 Body's five 
59 Disparaged 


27 MU oath 

29 Wanderer 

30 Ben Jenson" 

31 Cooper's ha 
man 7 

32 — Abdei Nasser 

33 Irresisttty funny 
thhg 

34 Bitter bi speech 

36 User of a gun 

37 Lace np 

38 Farrofl'S recurring 
character? 

39 Glossy doth 

41 Hasten 

42 Organic 
compound 

44 Gather nto small 
fotda 

46 Rferaaring 
affair 

48 Oz traveler 

50 Succession 


81 Timber 

82 Windflower 

63 Certain Afncon 
84 Mowd of atonea 
used os a 
tentknark 
GS Author Zweig 
66 Mauritius money 
87 Beverage 
86 Architectural 
pier 

69 Arrests 

72 Cupid 

73 Sense 

74 Mountain nymph 

75 Obtain 

76 Untfceness: abbr. 

77 James' gardener? 
80 Discon ti n u e 

62 Endeavors 
84 Mortimer or 
Luther 


52 Smle knowbtgly 

53 Hemstey sitcom 

54 Shoal 

56 Commatto del'— 

57 Actrass Moran 

58 Golfing great 

59 Particle 

60 "Annie — " (old 
song) 

61 Newspaper 

62 Roea oh 
84 Sale! plant 
65 SmSe 

deittwefy 

67 Qodhood 

68 Where Van Gogh 
fined 

70 Make sUy 
/I Br machkie guns 

73 Famous 
crossword editor 

74 — podrida 

77 — swiss (fabric) 


85 Motor buck 
06 Give It — 

87 Canter of a great 
burden 

B8 FamBy mamoara 
89 Mount— , CaL 

92 Gloomy 

93 Mora effective 

94 Hawthorne's 
demure haralne? 

98 FttzgerakTs 
chauffeur? 

101 Lessened 

102 Senora emphatic 
affirmative 

103 Up 
10* Ireland 
US Lair 

106 Roman dan 

107 Atom 
106 Thin layer 

of coal 


78 Straw mats 

79 Without doing 


Diagramless »x ie. By craig Seiran* 


ACROSS 
1 Judicial 


5 Monks' ttttes 
8 Wind 
kwtruments 
8 Soft BubJ. 

12 PuBad apart 

13 Fbst person 

17 Tennis' Arthv 

18 Deducts from the 
price 

23 Arrive 


26 Secular 

27 Tima periods 

28 Spasm 

29 Nev. city 

30 Heating 


24 qeet 

25 Solemn i 


DOWN 

1 Fore end — 

2 Something lo lean 
on 

3 Not to be done 
4Normafy- 

7 Legislative group 
SSefl support 
9 Meat }eBy 
10 Off- 


11 Chop 

13 Served hard 

14 Andrea — 


31 Clamors 

32 Dice 

34 Legume 

37 Have an — to the 
around 

38 Together In music 

40 In honor of 

41 — Major 


15 Blake of 
"Gunsmoke" 

16 Snafus 

18 Perform s 

19 Author n aming 

20 Plug 

21 Singer Turner 

22 Wound mark 
29 Winds up again 
33 Spooky shout 
35 Go astray 

3G Wise — owl 
39 God of love 


43 Joke of a kkid 

49 Tender spot 

50 Meadow 

51 Bismarck's state; 
BOOT. 

53 Elec, unn 
55 Ooop In the 
rrsdcSe 
57 Golden 
59 Color 
61 Onion «a 
63 Word of woe 
55 Extremity 
67 Cruising 


42 Give— 
(oomproc 
44 Savings I 


80 Nurae or doctor 

81 Abrasive 
powders 

83 Bind 

85 Combed wool 

87 Originate 

88 Real 

89 Haggard novel 

90 Innilgence 

91 Afr.fox 

92 Crisscrossed 
pattern 

S3 CAT 04. 

96 Gr. tetter 

98 Water 
barrier 

97 — Jbna 
98Conpeta 

99 Epoch 

100 Dream bats. 


68 Wings 

89 Take — leave It 

70 Actress Turner 

71 Retain 

72 Dispatches to one 
lower in rank 

74 At a distance 

75 A Gardner 
78 Accurate 

77 7— up (become 
Bvety) 

78 Flower petal 
80 Stiff hot 

Bi Canasta card 


57 Farm txdkSng 
M AIg- mo ney 
60 Record 
62 Exhaustion 



46 CoratoMkm 

47 N. Max. city 

48 German emperor 
once 

52 Genuflect 

53 Desert robes 

54 Stabeom one 

55 Herbs 


64 Depressed 
66 Recre at io na l 
ground 
88 Forma 
conception 
70 Fold over 
73 Great 
79 Place 


Last Week's Cryptogram* 

1. Cute usherette shows newscaster to seel at concert. 

2. Today sonsy's plain play ahoca coat Car more than bob's ban 
aJippen. 

3. Bold troth, woeftaQy crushed, will rise once again, barring desperate 
falsity is Hi path. 

4. On ttpoff, cop raids onto chop shop and arrests fenr perpetrators. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. DR HA BARCPAY HO AOH A1ABN PDESK A 
HIDES BLOB D-P JOY RUB UCB J U Y N. HA 
MUC&Y PHOBIA HU YAOHL —By Frank N. Stein 

2. ZYXWVUTYSRQ PONZO SYM RSLM KW 

KQNJT RSJX QOUYV PUYLQ SYM MSQL UY 
SYM V O MX? -By Barbed. Rug* 

3. ABCD BFG BBJKLH QHJKUTN AOPC PCFF 

EPP AQFF, 9SMQP BESNCJCD TEL 

LBTCLBCS LB TCL BCS LETCLBCS 

QTQOD. — By pfcuip Breenaa 

4. ZTXtfVUTS BQ-PVON PVETP OVQXZQPC 
BQMZWWBURBPT ZYXPVQ **M ZYQXWCff 


PTVNX OVQXTS." 


— By Rita Salvalo 



with a starburst-pattem of 
incisions. 

Laser surgery for near- 
sightedness will cost about 
$800 to SI £00 per eye, about 
the same as radial Kerato- 
tomy, Dr. Waring said. That 
could prove cheaper than 
glasses or contact lenses in 
the long run. 

Many eye doctors level 
identical criticism at laser 
surgery and radial Kerato- 


tomy: Why cut or zap your 
eyeballs to treat nearsighted- 
ness that can be easily cor- 
rected with glasses or contact 
tenses. 

“Having this done in your 
eyes to get rid of your glasses 
is nonsense,’’ said Tom L. 
Johnson, an Oklahoma City 
ophthalmologist. “ Why take 
a healthy myopic eye and 
expose it to surgery?” 


Dr. Waring says the risks 
of the surgery are minimal, 
although it may increase the 
need tor reading glasses when 
patients reach age 45. 

In the latest trials at Em- 
ory , 90 per cent of nearsight- 
ed patients who underwent 
laser surgery had vision that 
improved to at least 20-40 — 
the acuity needed to pass a 
driver's licence test — while 
half unproved to 20-20 , Dr. 



in 

jj j'P! !'$;!! fi l ] 



jl'jljr-ili! 

SH 





Improved artificial eye 
implants move like real eyeballs 


By Lee Siegel 

The Associated Press 

ANAHEIM, California — 
Artificial eyeballs that move- 
tike real ones have been im- 
planted in 4,000 people and 
may help many people 
embarrassed by odd move- 
ments of traditional fake 
eyes, experts say. 

Patients who receive the 
'new implants risk suffering 
complications, including a 
chance the device will get 
infected, tend to move out- 
ward and therefore require 
removal. 

But doctors expect that as 
they implant more of the new 
artificial eyeballs, the com- 
plication. rate will be the 
same as for traditional im- 
plants. ■ 

The new implants have 90 
per cent of the movement of 
real eyes, compared with an 
average of 25 per cent of 
normal movement for older 
types, according to the 


American Academy of 
Ophthalmology. 

The improved artificial eye 
was discussed recently during 
tire academy’s 95th annual 
meeting. 

About 4 million Americans 
have lost an eye due to in- 
jury, infection or other dis- 
ease, according to the eye 
doctors’ group. Each year, at 
least 10,000 Americans lose 
an eye. 

There are three types of art- 
ificial eyes. Each consists of an 
implant or artificial eyeball 
that is surgically placed in the 
eye socket and is never seen, 
and a removable plastic shell 
designed to look tike a natu- 
ral eye. All three types use a 
similar shell. 

The newest type of implant 
is made of sea coral treated 
with heat and chemicals so it 
becomes the same mineral as 
human bone. Eye socket 
muscles and blood vessels 
grow into the implant. Six 
months after surgery, a hole 
is drilled into the implant and 


a peg is used to attach the 
shell to the implant, allowing 
almost completely normal 
movement. 

The traditional implant is a 
sphere of plastic or silicon 
rubber. The shell placed over 
it is not directly connected to 
the implant, so the fake eye’s 
limited movement depends 
on muscles that control the 
eyelids and eye socket. 

Another type of implant is 
similar, but has bumps that fit 
into dimples on tee shell, 
allowing movement teat is 
better than traditional im- 
plants but not as good as tee 
newest model. 

The coral implant probably 
will become “the standard 
way to rehabilitate tee person 
who has lost an eye,” said 
Arthur C. Perry, a La Jolla 
ophthalmologist who in- 
vented tee new implant and 
licensed integrated orbital im- 
plants to manufacture it. He 
is the privately held com- 
pany’s medical director and 


^/receives royalties: , ' .? 

Jordan Archer of ‘San 
Diego had her traditional 
artificial eye replaced with 
the improved kind of implant 
in 1989. ; 

“It’s 100 per cetit better, 
said Mrs. Archer, who lost 
her left eye because of dam- 
age caused by diabetes. She 
said that until she received 
the moveable eye, people 
often would ask her, “gee, 
what’s tee matter with your 
eye?” 

“As anyone with a tradi- 
tional implant will tell you, 
tee artificial eye’s conspi- 
cuous lack of movement & a 
very real stigma,” said. Dr. 
Michael A. Callahan, a Uni- 
versity of Alabama at Birm- 
ingham eye specialist “Other 
people stare or they look 
away. This causes some real 
psychological suffering.”:' 

The improved fake eye 
first was implanted in a hu- 
man in 1985 and gained U.S. 
Food and Drug Administra- 
tion (FDA) approval in 1989. 
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Suicide doctor says patients should be 
allowed ‘civU right 9 to end their lives 


By Josh Lenrieta 

The Associated Press 

KANSAS CITY — Society 
should allow suffering pa- 
tients to end their lives as a 
civil right, said a doctor who 
last week helped two disabled 

women commit suicide. 

• 

“Finally our society is be- 
ginning to address the last of 
the great civil rights issues, ” 
Dr. Jack Kevorkian said in a 
telephone address Friday to a 
conference here. 

“None of the critics have 
realty focused on one of the 
most important elements of 
this d eb ate — and that is an 
individual’s right to make a 
final decision Dr. Kevor- 
kian said. 

* 

Dr. Kevorkian, speaking 
t pt*btidy for the first time 
noce assisting in the Oct 23 
suicides of Michigan resi- 
dentsSbeny Afflfer and Mar- 


jorie Wantz, likened medical 
ethics in the United States to 
the ethics of Nazi doctors. 

“ The Nazi laws in the ‘ 30s 
m a de doctors do what they 
should not have done,”’ he 
said. “ Our civilisation is 
equally culpable because we 
have equally immoral laws 
which, on tee contrary, force 
doctors not to do what they 
should be doing.” 

Thirty-one states, includ- 
ing Missouri, have laws 
against doctor-assisted 
suicide, and the American 
Medical Association (AMA) 
opposes the practice. 

Critics say Dr. Kevorkian’s 
views could lead to unreg- 
ulated killing of people 
whose mental competent 
could be questioned. 

Dr. Kevorkian 's comments 
were carried over loudspeak- 
ers at a conference sponsored 
by free inquiry, a secular 
humanist magazine. He took 
no questions and did not dis- 


cuss tee recent suicides, 
which are being investigated 
by prosecutors in Michigan. 

Last year. Dr. Kevorkian 
helped Janet Adkins, di- 
agnosed with Alzheimer’s 
disease, commit suicide in bis 
van with his so-called suicide 
machine. First-degree mur- 
der charges brought against 
him were later dropped. 

Ms. Miller, 43, had multi- 
ple sclerosis. Ms. Wantz, 58, 
suffered from a painful — but 
not terminal — disease that 
required 10 pelvic opera- 
tions. 

Dr. Kevorkian’s lawyer, 
Geoffrey Fieger, bad 
shielded his client from pub- 
lic appearances once the 
*wnco killed themselves in a 
remote cabin noth of De- 
troit- Ms.. Wantz used a 
suicide device similar to what 
Kb. Adkins used. Miller 
breathed carbon monoxide 
Ames. 
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Keith Thompson said at tee 
Atlanta conference. 

Doctors don’t yet know if 
they can repeat the lasen op- 
eration on patients for whom 
an initial operation fails to 
adequately correct nearsight- 
edness. 1 ;■ 

The laser-treated cornea 
occasionally gets hazy as it 
tries to heal, so vision can get 
slightly worse, even with glas- 
ses, in some patients. :■ . 
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> Arafat review outcome of talks 

{Co st u me d front page i) 


? . He said that the joint 

lo rfanMft -Paleg tminn delegation 
. will. Id the coaxing stage, be split 
into Jordahian-Israeli and 

' Palestinian-Israeli wings with 
r i eadi wing ha ving its own agenda, 
I® jj. iHt .coonfinatkni mil continue 
tween the Jordanian and 
“TPSkslfciaD sides on aB issues. 
Tl* Sharif condemned Israel's 

t365fatnmed settlement in the occo- 
r, -4 pied territories, mchidmg a new 
s (l ^settlement inaugurated on Mon- 
l tr the Golan Heights. 

• i iv'AH Arab parties are extreme- 
3 nrajygeooeenied at die c o ntin u ation 
f&k is®?* setdements because if yon 
. . .continue yon are maW^ng a force. 


Of 


bilateral talks between Arab de- 
legations and Israel in the Middle 
East peace conference were sne- 


'^’"eoinedy of the whole peace 
' :B process,” he said, 
ttti ... “You cannot talk about land- 
si far-pcace when the land is being 
A2^3bKed by the other side,” be 
irt&dcd, in a reference to U.N. 
resolutions 242 and 338 which 


0* 


J^the craning stage of the talks 
‘ 7~m-question of setdements will 
^ -u bS seriously discussed because 
%, ’-ffoe issue is of paramount import- 
-■'Wcp and shonkl be given priority, 
l minister said. 

Q. -cT Mi 1 . Arafat said on arrival 
^ -..j^Tpesday that the first round of 

* delegation returns from Madrid 


“The results of the first round 
of negotiations in Madrid were 
successful in general from the 
Arab and Palestinian perspec- 
tive,” Mr. Arafat told reporters 
in an arrival statement. 

Mr. Arafat said during his stay 
in Jordan, he would the 

outcome of die Madrid talks with 
King Hussein and coordinate fu- 
ture stages of Arab-Israeli peace 
negotiatkms. 

. A PLO official said Mr. Arafat 
and King Hussein will form sever- 
al joint committees entrusted 
with main taming dose coordina- 
tion between the joint Jordanian- 
Pafestmian delegation and the 
Jordanian government and the 
PL°. 

Speaking on condition of 
anonymity, the PLO official said 
the committees, ranging from 
political to information, will 
direct the J ordanian-Palestinian 
delegation during all stages of 
negotiations with Israel. 

“AD decisions will be made by 
King Hussein and Arafat and will 
be relayed to the joint negotiating 
team through these committees,” 
the PLO official said. 


V. 


(Continued from page ]) 
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S and that we are challenging them 
internationally on moral and poli- 
»'hasis” said the professor of 
Pn gfeh literature. 

Dr. Ashrawi predicted that 
eventually, the negotiations 
arfc .would lead to something positive 
H«fler what she described as a 
“tong and hard political battle” 
!\ Mid vrift the continued support of 
-qti* rest of the worid. 
a** -fee ^-‘Always challenge, always 
“* » 0 ,stapd >np for your rights and 
^jftvays prepare your case very 
" well,” Dr. Ashrawi stressed. 
“And! I think we are capable of 

«r ft ” 

jugf '• The Palestinian spokeswoman 
./ -described Israeli Prime Minister 
^ i'.Srtzhak Shamir’s speech at the 
Madrid co n ference as a “max- 
■ imafist position,” which she said 
r? was common Israeli policy. But 
-she insisted that the “big no” 
should never be taken for granted 
and that it must be challenged. 
“This is what we have learned 
from the intifada,” she com- 
mented. 

F “We have international law 

8 jotyd 'legitimacy on our side. We 
y frave, rights on oar side. We tdkr 

halve lots of sup port — you would 
be amazed at fte support we have. , 
not just from the co-sponsor? and 
'tdhc European countries, bnt 
x^remendous Arab support and 
. ^solidarity,” Dr. Ashram said, 
> n pdding that with hard work and 
dedication, “we are going to get 
somewhere.” 

_ 'A Palestinian delegate, Sa’eb 
Erekat, described the Madrid 
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conference as a “very important 
step, but at the same tune it is a 
very small step.” 

Dr. Erekat, professor of poli- 
tical science, told reporters that 
the Madrid conference was “only 
one centimetre in a road that is 
100 kilometres long.” 

The outspoken professor, who 
caused an Israeli uproar when be 
declared on an American televi- 
sion network before the conven- 
ing of the conference that the 
Palestinian delegation was 
ap po inte d by the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation '(PLO), 
said that pressure on Israel was 
essential for it to stop building its 
settlements in the West Bank, the 
Gaza Strip and the Golan 
Heights. 

He added that fte worid could 
keep asking the Jewish state to 
stop building new settlements but 
that they would not respond in 
kind. 

“If they have the money, they 
will continue to build settlements, 
if they don’t have the money, 
they won’t bnfld fte settlements. 
It’s as simple as that,” Dr. Erekat 
said. 

I&ael built a new settlement on 
the occupied Syrian Golan 
Heights on Monday, soon after 
the opening of the Madrid confer- 
ence. 

“I wonder how you can talk 
abont peace and negotiating 
peace while obstacles are being 
boOt everyday,” Dr. Erekat said. 
“And if Israel is going to be 
treated like a country above fte 
laws of man, we have no hope for 
peace.” 
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Baker rebukes Israel for settlement 

(Continued from page 1) 


'■ate 

"-H o us ing Minister Ariel Sharon, 
■» i who used , the occasion to attack 
the Madrid talks as a failure. 

Mr. Baker said he was optimis- 
tic that Israel ami at least one of 
. - the Arab countries would reach 
' agreement on a venue for further 
talks. It was unKkety that would 
'■/be. Syria, IsraeTs staunch foe 
-’tftiich proved the most reluctant 
• -to - engage in negotiations. 

7 < ’ “We’D be talking with these 
:* countries and well be t alkin g 
V with the parties to see if they can 
'make progress,” Mr. Baker said. 
. /If there’s no agreement... we 


will feel free to submit proposals” 
on a site for future talks. 

President George Bush and 
Soviet President Gorbachev, 
joint sponsors of the -peace con- 
ference, were in Madrid last week 
to get the talks off the ground. 
Mr. Baker remained until Sun- 
day, working with the parties to 
help set op bilateral sessions 
between Israel and the various 
Arab countries, including the 
joint Jordanian-Palestmian de- 
legation. 

Mr. Baker said fte United 
States would be willing, if invited 
by fte Middle East parties, to 
participate in their talks. 


Camp refugees show cautious optimism over Madrid talks 

‘The right of all to return would be total justice’ 


By Mariam Slwhin 

Jordan limes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — After 43 years of 
uninterrupted tension and con- 
flict Palestinians and Israelis 
sat at a negotiating table as 
equals for fte first tune last 
week ID Madrid. Under the 
guise of fte new world order, 
the Palestinians, political 
analysts predict, will get back 
some of the laud that was 
taken from them by fte Israelis 
Once the negotiations are final- 
ised in a year or two from now. 

For many Palestinians 
however, a negotiated settle- 
ment which will bring the West 
Bank, Gaza and possibly parts 
of Jerusalem back under Arab 
rale is a partial justice -and one 
that in all likelihood will ex- 
clude them. 

For the 2.5 million reg- 
istered Palestinian refugees, 
the West Bank, Gaza and East 
Jerusalem is not home. Their 
homes, for which many still 
have deeds and keys, are in 
Jaffa, Haifa, Acre and other 
cities, towns and villages in the 
parts of Palestine that became 
Israel in 1947 and were occu- 
pied by Israel in 1948. 

To them, the talks in Madrid 
were not unwelcome; return of 
parts of Palestine is better than 
nothing, they say; partial jus- 
tice is better than none. 

But they fear for their own 
future, they wonder if they wiU 
ever be given the opportunity 
to use the “right of return” 
guaranteed to them by the 
United Nations or if, as one 
women said, “We will be re- 
fugees forever.” 

Just outside Amman, in the 
Baqaa refugee camp, the 
atmosphere is “guarded.” The 
120,000 residents of this 
squalid camp are all refugees 
or descendants of refugees 
from 1947-48. 

Despite the mention of the 
right of return by the bead of 
the Palestinian delegation. Dr. 
Haidar Abdul Shafi, during his 
opening speech in Madrid last 
week, these 2.5 million people 
have been given little or no 
hope of return by the ongoing 
peace negotiations. 

Kifah, a 22-year-old student 
and resident of the Baqaa 
camp,- explains that his family 
as all others in the ramp areu 
two time refugees. “My family 
fled the Jaffa area in .1947 and 


fled the refugee camp where 
we lived in Jericho in 1967,” he 
said. “We are not against a 
negotiated settlement if it 
brings justice, but if it is just a 
new cloak of oppression and 
denial of rights, then we are 
not interested,” Kifah said in a 
nervous voice. “Some people 
trill be able to return if they 
make peace with Israel, but we 
will still be refugees,” said 
Kifah convinced that the 1948 
refugee issue would not be 
addressed. 

While prior to the~Madrid 
meeting many camp residents 
had said they did not believe 
that a land for peace settle- 
ment could occur, they felt that 
•the United States had dearly 
shown at the conference that 
they would put increasing 
pressure on Israel to comply 
with a land for peace solution. 

Kifah had fervently watched 
fte speeches and contacts in 
Madrid, on television, as 
had all of the people in Baqaa, 
but he said that hope was not a 
word be wanted to use just yet. 

“Shamir was very tough in 
his speech. I think the Israelis 
are going to be very tough and 
give us very little,” Kifah said. 

Kifoh’s mother Nawal, 43, 
believes that the Israelis will be 
intransigent. “The Arabs will 
feel as if they had achieved 
something if they get even a 
snail sliver of land,” she said. 

But the intransigence of fte 
Israelis is harsh reality for the 
Palestinians and many of the 
camp residents now feel that 
they may be losers in peace 
just as they had been losers in 
war. “Our situation right now 
is not one of power and to fte 
right of return may not be 
pressed for, but there w3I be 
no lasting solution for the 
Palestinians if fte right of the 
1947-48 refugees is no: addres- 
sed,” Kifah explained. 

“We are not interested in 
fte balance of power,” says 
Mahmoud, 21, another stu- 
dent. “We are interested in 
justice and justice says that if 
milli ons of Jews from all over 
the worid have a right to settle 
in mandated Palestine, then 
we, most certainly, have that 
right as well,” says Mahmoud. 
“Justice also says, that we stole 
nothing from, anyone and yet 
we are treated like criminals. : 
while those who broke the ten 


Israel: Site for talks could be discussed 

(Continued from page 1) 


However Mr. Gol said there was 
nothing to the report. 

An Egyptian newspaper said 
Canada, Japan, and Gulf oil 
states are likely to join the Mid- 
dle East peace talks and help 
finance a $15 biHion regional aid 
programme. 

Negotiations on the fund, 
probably in Moscow, would come 
during fte next multilateral stage 
of fte conference, A1 Gomhuxia 


The United States and the 
Soviet Union are the conference's 
co-sponsors. 

Nagm A1 Ghatrify, spokesman 
for fte Egyptian Foreign Minis- 
try, said AI Gomhuria’s report 
was speculative because the ques- 
tion of what happens next re- 
mians “up in the air.” 


commandments by stealing 
and killing are rewarded with 
billions of dollars in aid,” be 
adds. If a Palestinian state 
were to be established in the 
West Bank and Gaza. Kifah 
says he would like to go to 
Jericho to live where other 
Palestine refugees of 1948 bad 
lived from 1948 to 1967. “It is 
part of Palestine and it is closer 
to home,” be said. 

Kifah said that the camp 
people were pleased with the 
Palestinian delegation and the 
Coordinating Committee’s 
efforts in Madrid. They were 
“good,” he said, mentioning 
Dr.' Abdul Shafi and Dr. 
Ashrawi in particular. “They 
showed fte world that we are 
good, educated people who 
can speak the language of 
peace." 

The attack on Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir by Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouq Al 
Sharaa had also been wel- 
comed by the camp people. 
“He spoke the truth when he 
said that Shamir was a ter- 
rorist. 

Going home 

Feelings of uncertainty exist 
in other refugee camps as well. 
Two hundred thousand re- 
fugees are registered at fte 
Hussein refugee camp, in the 
centre of Amman. About one 
third of the refugees are origi- 
nally from' the city of Lydda, 
where the Israelis built their 
national airport after terroris- 
ing the population into leaving 
and destroying the town in 
1948. 

Many of the refugees have 
been here srr.ee 1948 and insist 
that justice for them should 
mean going home. “I have 
nothing in the West Bank,” 
said Siham Jaouzri, a mother of 
ten and z resident of the camp 
since she was 6 months old. “I 
will be very happy if there will 
be a Palestinian state in the 
West Bank, Gaza and East 
Jerusalem, but that does not 
solve my problem, I want to go 
home, I want to go home to 
L*od gamut said. 

“What anil happen to us, 
where will we go, wiH we be 
refugees till the end of time?” 
she asked. 

Compensation instead of re- 
patriation,says5fcam,is not 
acceptable. She still remem- 
bers die sight of refugee tents 
as she grew up in fte first camp 
in Jordan and believes that the 
Palestinian people should 
accept nothing less than total 
justice. 

Asked to define total justice, 
Siham explains that “the right 
of all to return would be total 
justice.” She stopped short of 
saying that she would take 
> Israeli citizenship to return to 





Happy children of 1948 refugees 
Hawda camp. Their parents, afl 


in the 
refugees from 


Lod, do not seem to five in as equaHy carefree and 
happy atmosphere (Photo by Mariam M. ShaUn) 



L-.p,d , but said she would live 
as a Palestinian national in 
L>oid . under Israeli rule. 

While no one has offered 
such an option to the 1948 
Palestinian refugees, the issue 
is one of major proportions in 
light of the fact that half the 
Palestinians in the worid are 
registered refugees and are 
thus from the part of Palestine 
that became Israel in 1947-48. 
t Hie refugees fear that the 
'Palestinian state would be- 
come dependent on others for 
protection since the evident 
wish of tiie United States is to 
have a total disarmament of 
the Palestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

“If they will not allow 
Palestinians to carry arms, they 
must also disarm the Israelis; 
what guarantee will we have 
that the Israelis will not mas- 
sacre ns as they have in the 
past?” asked Siham. 


Siham and other camp resi- 
dents praised the Palestinian 
delegation to Madrid. “Hanan 
was really good,” said Siham 
with pride, talking about Dr. 
Ashrawi. 


But Siham said she would 
not move to the West Bank to 
live. “Why should I? My home 
is LyodL and if I leave tins 
camp, it will only be to go 
home.” 


‘It is now virtually certain that 
fte bilateral talks will resume in 
Washington in the thud week of 
this month — on Nov. 20 or 22,” 
the newspaper said. 

“Multilateral talks will begin 
later, and consultations are going 
on to fix a dale. Moscow is the 
Hkefy venue of the multilaterals if 
a final decision is made on 
Washington hosting the bilater- 
als.” 
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Bienvenues 

Welcome 

Mexican Cuisine . . .Gusto y Ambiente 
Tel. 654205 Saturday. 9th November .91 



<3^ar^®ur'QS>peckdty 

Fondue Bourgignonne 



at &haht Q&uisse 

. While Listening to the Hot Tunes 

Famous 
George 

Book Your Table Earlier 

® dr'haht Q&iasse 

Jabfll Amman - TeL 639197N8 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
AlWWS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKMG. MR FREIGHT 
FORWARD I KG, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
bLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND . RESERVATION 

kawar&sons 

604676 604696 
P.O.BOX 7806 

AMMAN 




r Many villas and apartments! 
are available for rent andl 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

t" Also many lots of land arej 
available for sale. 

For further details, pleasel 
- . call 

lAbdonn Real 


[TeL 810685, 810m, 
Fax: 81F 


IttAHT. 

. The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
hi Jordan 

[l l&Cfate.JM Amman, near 
: AhBjyah Girls School 

^■■rayluMlBW 

?p?>-daUy 12:00-3:30 

’’f'.'.-. P-®- 

^30-Midnight 

T4L$$im$ 




RENT 

Distinctive 

Vidas Apartments Flats 
IN ROYAL WEST AMMAN 



Just cell NIDAL 

693037 


c 
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STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
tmr shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
sfew 30% torpor 

Mmto f Frame 
13 x 18 can 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


; LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


« 


DO 




Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


' CHENS N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 
Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
. specialities 
Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

w 6:30 ■ Midnight y 






I MANDAMN RESTAURANT I 

Special Griaese Foods 
Skilled Gunese Chefs 

[Open IL30-3J0 A 6M-II2Q tfaifr] 

Taka away is vndMrts 

Wadf Saqra Road 
n ear Philadelphia Hote l 
|~TaL 681922. Anunanj 

Cnct lasted 
Uj L, fthwajjs Loved 



The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


1IAIMITEL 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P .0. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 

Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Baltics readmitted to ITF 

LONDON (R) — The Baltic states of Estonia, Latv ia and 
'Lithuania have been provis io nally readmitted to the International 
Tennis Federation (ITF). ITF spokesman Ian Barnes said 
Wednesday the decision, to be ratified by the federation’s 1992 
annual general meeting, would allow the three states to enter 
tennis players for next year’s Olympic Games. Teams will also be 
able to enter the Davis Cap and Federation Cop in the Future. 
The ITF will not bold its annual general meeting until next 
September, a month alter the Barcelona Olympics end. Bu t 
Barnes said the provisional membership, granted by die rill's 
Managem ent Committee, was enough to allow the three newly- 
independent states into foe Olympic competition. Estonia, Latvia 
and Lithuania were ITF members before being absorbed into the 
Soviet Union in 1940. Since regaining . independence in Septem- 
ber, they have been readmitted to the International Olympic 
and a number of international sports bodies. The 
Baltic States have also been accepted as members of the 
International Handball Federation, the federation said Tuesday. 
On Sunday, the three republics were re-admitted to the Interna- 
tional Yacht Racing Union. 

S. Korea seeks 10th place In Olympics 

SEOUL (AP) — South Korea aims to capture 12 gold medals and 
place 10th in the 1992 Summer Olympics, top sports officials said. 
Sports and Youth Minister Park Chul-Un and Korea Amateur 
Sports Association President Kim Jong-Yol reported to President 
Rob Tae-Woo that all sports organisations will be put under a 
special Olympic system beginning Wednesday for efforts to meet 
the target. South Korea won 12 gold medals and ranked fourth in 
the 1988 Seoul Olympics, after the Soviet Union, East Germany 
and the United States. Mr. Park said be expected foe United 
States, Western Europe and China to perform strongly in the 1992 
Olympics, with Soviet and East European athletic fortunes 
declining in the wake of political upheavals. He predicted that 
South Korea would win two gold medals each in judo, badminton, 
wrestling and archery and one each in weightlifting, boring, table 
t ennis and gymnastics. 

Monaco beats Norrkoeplng 1-0 

MONACO ( AP) — Monaco beat the Swedish dub Norrkoeping, 
1-0, in die second leg of the second round of the European 
Cupwirmer’s Soccer tournament. Monaco won the first leg two 
weeks ago, 2-1, and advanced with a total goal count of 3-1. 
Christopbe Robert scored the only goal for Monaco at the 
26-minute mark. He went through foe defence to score an 
unassisted goal. Four other French dubs attempt to qualify later 
this week in foe European tournaments. 

Juvenius advances to cup quarters 

TURIN, Italy (AP) — Juventns of Toxin dinched a berth in the 
quarterfinals of the Italian Cop by defeating Atalauta of Bergamo 
3-1 in their second-led, third-round game. The Turin team scored 
decisive goals in the second half following a 1-1 halftime tie at 
delle Alpi Stadium. A talan ta, which had held Juventus to a 
goalless draw in the first leg in Bergamo, took an early lead in the 
13 th minute when defender Tebaldo Bigliardi- kicked in from ten 
metres following a melee. Brazilian defender Julio Cesar tallied 
foe equalizer in the 43rd, with a shot from outside die penalty 
-area, on a free kick. Italian midfielders Eugenio Corini, on a 
controversial penalty kick in foe 54th, and Angelo Alessio, on a 
fat counter-attack in the 76th, ended Atlanta’s hopes. Latin 
American forwards. Claudio Caniggja and Carlos Biancberi 
spoiled two good scoring chances for Atlanta while Salvatore 
“Toto” SchiUad failed to- score. — -- 


Osasuna downs Stuttgart 3-2 

STUTTGART, Germany (AP) — Osasuna Pamplona of Spain 
sipocked Stuttgart with two early goals Tuesday and went on to 
reach the third round of the UEFA Qip with a 3-2 victory over 
foe German team. Osasnna's Polish striker Jan Viban outsmarted 
the Stuttgart defence in the 8th minute to put the visitors ahead 
■ and Angel Mering made it 2-0 after another fast break in the 17th. 
Urban finished off the Germans with his second goal two minutes 
into the second half. Guido Buchwald scored for Stuttgart in the 
80th, and EyjoeUur Sverrisson, the Iceland striker, capped the 
late German effort with a goal in the 89th. A crowd of 15,000 
witnessed the game. 


u;e have something 

NEW AT OUR HOUSE.. 


WHEN I 6ET HOME 
FROM SCHOOL, NW 
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ANP COOKIES.. 



Athletes may undergo blood 
tests as early as 1992 Olympics 


BARCELONA (R) — Olympic 
athletes may be subjected to 
blood tests to belp detect drugs as 
early as next year’s games in 
Barcelona. 

Prince Alexandre de Merode 
of Belgium, chairman of the In- 
ternational Olympic Committee 
(IOC) medical c ommi s si on, has 
said a decision depended on the 
outcome of current rese a rch. 

He told a recent news confer- 
ence after the second IOC World 
Congress of Sports Scientists a 
decision on the viability of blood 
testing for the 1992 games could 
be made following a meeting of 
the IOC executive board in 
Lausanne, Switzerland in Decem- 
ber. 

Previous indications had been 
that the earliest possible date for 
the introduction of blood tests 
was 1996, at the Atlanta Games. 

Prince De Merode said that 
wbOe few legal and ethical con- 
cerns over blood testing surfaced, 
the IOC was studying potential 
opposition on religious grounds. 

At the same time, measures 


were being drawn up to ensure 
maximum security for blood sam- 
ples, should they be used, he 


Prince De Merode stressed that 
while his commission was pro- 
ceeding “with all possible speed” 
towards a decision, the IOC 
needed to be cautions about such 
medical innovations. 

“Blood tests must never re- 
place the tests we now carry out. 
If it happens, it must be urine and 
blood tests in con junction,” be 


Some substances are detectable 
only in urine samples, and others 
only in blood. 

Within the Olympic movement 
only the International Ski Fed- 
eration (FIS) had conducted 
blood tests and these were not as 
broad in scope as the IOC re- 
quired, Prince De Merode said. 

On another testing issue. 
Prince De Merode said the IOC 
had rejected gender testing of 
women by visual examination, a 
practice piloted on a voluntary 
basis at the recent World Athle- 


Korda, Mayotte upset in 
Kremlin Cup competition 


MOSCOW (AP) — Unseeded 
Austrtian Mark Woodforde upset 
second-seeded Peter Korda of 
Czechoslovakia 0-6, 6-2, 6-3 
Tuesday in tire first round of the 
$330,000 K remlin Cup.. 

American Jim Grabb downed 
his countryman and last year's 
Kremlin Cup finalist Tim Mayot- 
te 36, 7-5, 7-5 in a dose serve- 
and-volley duel on the second day 
of first round play. 

Other victors included defend- 
ing champion Andrei Cherkasov, 
who beat qualifier Florian Krurn- 
rey 6-3, 6-4 in an easy contest, 
and first seed Karel Novacek of 
Czechoslovakia, who defeated 
German Udo Riglewski 7-6, 6-2. 

Woodfbrde, ranked 112th in 


tire world, outlasted Korda — the 
world’s arth-oaked player and a 
senrifinafist here last year — de- 
spite losing the first set 6-0. The 
23-year-old Czechoslovak used 
an almost flawless serve-and- 
voQey attack to send Woodfbrde 
running all over the fast supreme 
court indoor surface. 

But Woodfbrde fought back in 
the second set with precision 
grouudstrokes and underspin 
drop-volleys, then gave Korda 
just enough room to beat himself 
with double-faults and unforced 
er rors in the third. 

Woodforde's doubles partner, 
Australian Tood Woodbridge, 
lost to Soviet rookie Andrei Med- 
vedev 7-5, 6-2. 


Applemans survives first 
round massacre of seeds 


NASHVILLE, Tennessee (R) — 
Sabine Applemans of Belgium 
and Soviet Natalia Medvedeva 
were tiie only survivors of a first 
round massacre of seeded players 
at tiie $150,000 Virginia Slims of 
Nashville tennis tournament. 

The fourth-seeded Applemans 
needed three sets but avoided the 
carnage that claimed the top 
three as well as the fifth and sixth 
seeds. 

Applemans struggled to beat 
last year’s runner-up. Susan 
Sfoane-Lundy of the U.S. 7-5, 
36, 64, while seventh-seeded ' 
defending champion Medvedeva 
ousted South African Elna 
Remach 6-1, 6-2. 

Australian Nicole Provis, who 
last year damped second seed 
Helen Keksi of Canada in the- 
first round, led the upset wave by 


bating top seed Condrita Mar- 
tinez of Spain 6-3, 4-6, 64. 

Kelesi, seeded fifth this year, 
was again a first round victim as 
she went out to American Mary 
Lon Daniels 6-2," 64. 

Second seed Julie H alard of 
France was crushed by compat- 
riot Isabelle Demongeot 6-1, 6-1, 
but third seed Radka Zrobakova 
of Czechoslovakia nearly stem- 
med the tide. 

Zrobakova rolled through the 
first set 6-1 against American- 
Louise Allen, who did not get 
into foe draw until Tuesday when 
Manon Bollegraf withdrew until 
an elbow injury. 

Alien battled back to win an 
exciting second set tiebreak 9-7, 
then added to the list of fallen 
seeds by taking the decider 6-3. 
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tics Championships In Tokyo. 

Such examinations were likely 
to cause some athrites to with- 
draw on religions or cultural 
grounds, he said. 

“It should not be up to us to 
determine who is a man and who 
is a woman,” prince De Merode 
said. 

At the six-day congress more 
than 1,300 scientists from almost 
60 countries discussed sports- 
related studies in a dozen Adds 
from Kinesiology to philosophy. 

■ With several others, final 
speaker Andrew Pipe, 
chief medical officer for the 1992 
Canadian Olympic team, called 
for 'an end to inconsistent drug 
penalties and practices among 
sports and between the 170 coun- 
tries with National Olympic Com- 
mittees. 

Prince De Merode told the 
news con fe rence the IOC had 
recently established a sub- 
commission to meet before the 
end of the year to tackle inconsis- 
tent drug policies. 

Dr. Pipe also endorsed the idea 


of an IOC medial ethics commis- 
sion to hold doctors and medical 
scientists more accountable as 
their roles within the Olympic 
movement expanded. 

Urging delegates to start policies 
‘their own fields of study. Dr. Pipe 
referred to case of Canadian 
sprinter Ben Johnson, disqual- 
ified and banned from competi- 
tion their testing positive for 
drugs after winning the 100 
metres Olympics final in Seoul in 
1988. 

“In my country we are only too 
familiar with the tragic dimen- 
sions of drug scandal,” Dr. Pipe 
declared. “Another scandal of 
that magnitude in my country will 
destroy for a decade the reputa- 
tion of elite level sport. The 
public will not trust us any 
more.” 

The congress was the second of 
its kind, following one held in 
Colorado Springs in 1989. A third 
is due to be held in Ufiehammcr, 
Norway, in 1993, a year before 
the winter Olympics are held 
there. 


Rehe upsets Garrison 
in Slims of California 


OAKLAND, California (R) — 
Stephanie Rebe of the United 
States, ranked 146th in tiie world, 
celebrated her 22nd birthday with 
a 6-2, 6-3 win over fourth-seeded 
American Zina Garrison in the 
second round of the $350,000 
Virginia Slims of California 
women’s tennis tournament. 

• Top-seed Monica Seles of 
Yugoslavia received a first-round 
bye and is due to play a second 
round match against Britain’s 
Monique Javar on Thursday 
night. 

Second-seeded Martina Navra- 


tilova of the United States faces 
American Tami Whitlinger in the 
28-player indoor tournament. 
The top four seeded players re- 
ceived first around byes. 

Eighth-seeded Mary Pierce of 
France rallied from 2-0, 3040 
down in the final set to beat 
American Peanut Harper 6-3, 3- 
6, 7-5 in a tense first-round 
match. 

Rebe quickly opened np a 5-0 
lead over Garrison, ranked 12th 
in tiie world, by aggressive play 
against Garrison’s service games 
and strong serving even with her 
second serve. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES; You can 
wan a campaign lo get what you want 
today with far more chance of succ es s 
became you ate well versed ia all the 
various factors that you need lo be 
acgnamirri with. 

ABIES: (March 21 to April 19) This is 
your day to do pretty much what you 
wM for the planetary positions are with 
you giving you enthusiasm and brilhaut 
ideas. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You 
bow find that you that you are apt to 
dbseted with same influential p er s on 
who is in a position to give you the 
information you need in comptelc confi- 
dence. 

GEMINI: (Mpy 21 to June 21) You can 
be most social today with very good 
results flowing to you through such a 
comae of action so early make arrange- 
ments to see good friends. 

MOON CHILDREN: (lone 22 to July 
21) Show you are the one who does 
understand year duties and privileges as 
a solid arizen and do those things that 
yo of community- 

LEO: {July 22 to August 21) Look to 
those per so ns yon have recently met for 
the answers to the questions that have 
been bnttsii you that require a quick 
■otutioukir you. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) 
Your need for a better set of rii a mwt - 
anees in relation to personal or business 
deaflngi with otbeia is great so devise 
■'S.'Sb them a better system. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) 
Think out a better comae under which 
you cm operate along with that fay but 


brilliant awociate who expects a great 
deal of you but neglects your wishes. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 
21) This is the day for you to oo aqj y 
yu im id f with mrlnwiwmi at the work 
that brings you the greatest amoral of 
personal progress, efficiency. 

SAGIT T ARIUS : (November 22 to De- 
mnber 21) This is one of your best to 
enjoy those en t ertainm ents that mean 
so much to you and without which you 
are inclined to droop and w9l 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to Janu- 
ary 20) Now yoo find it possible to get a 
better understanding with numbers of 
your own fondly and you can certainly 
open up a bew harmony at home. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 lo February 
19) Get out ami see those people who 
can in anyway aid you to make a better 
showing in your regular routines and 
make appointments for doctor, dentist 
etc. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Match 20) 
You now have a dever idea bow you 
can add to your money and pamesskns 
and not a_ moment should be last but 
consult with financial expats to in- 
crease assets. 

Today’s rMd: If your ddd were bora 
today she or be has it within their power 
to show others the best manner in wtdeh 
to uncover information that is needed. 
Teach this child early on not to allow 
their curiosity to become so intrigued 
with the penoual business of others that 
it becomes a matter of great conce rn . 

"The stars impel, they do out compel. ” 
What yoo make ofyrrurhfc is largely up 
to yoo. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 
CIB91 TrSauna UMO Soman, me 


THE VANISHING TRICK 


North-South vulnerable. North 
deals. 

NORTH 
* K 7 
7 6 3 2 
0 K 10 4 2 
48752 

WEST EAST 

*<75 * Q 10 9 6 3 

?KJ9 v* Q 8 7 

' A J 7 5 3 0 Q 9 8 6 

4 Q J 3 4 10 

SOUTH 
4 A 8 4 2 
v A 10 5 4 
<• Void 
4 A K 9 6 4 
The bidding: 

North East South West 

Pass Pass 1 * 1 ■> 

2 4 3 v 5 *_ Pass 

Pass Pass 


In the cold light of day it might 
seem declarer must lose a tramp 
trick and two in hearts. However, 
after receiving the helpful, albeit 
normal, lead of the ace of diamonds; 
the Pakistani internationalist was 
quick to prove that appearances can 
be deceptive. 

Declarer ruffed the opening lead 
and, after cashing the ace and king 
of trumps to reveal that the defend- 
ers had a sure trick there, crossed to 
the king of spades to take a heart 
discard on the king of diamonds. 
Two diamond ruffs were sand- 
wiched around the ace of spades and 
a spade ruff an the board to bring 
about this .ending: 

Nk)RTH 

* - 

7632 


Opening lead: Ace of •> 

There’s no doubt that the most 
flamboyant player in the world to- 
day is Zia Mahmood. The peripatet- 
ic Pakistani has decided to make his 
home in New York, and he was 
among the star performers at the 
recent Spring North American 
Championhips held in Atlantic City,, 
NJ. His team reached the final of 
the Vanderbilt team event before 
succumbing to a squad led by Steve 
Robinson of Washington. D.C. 

Zin sat Smith on this deal from an 
earlier round in the team event. 
When his partner made a rather 
light raise of his dub opening hid, 
Zia wasted no time in getting to 

gnm g. 


WEST 
* - 

7KJ9 
0 - 
♦ Q 


EAST 
* Q 

T Q 8 7 


SOUTH 
* 8 

7 A 10 5 


When declarer now led the eighl 
of spades, dummy's eight of clubs 
was promoted to a trick en passant. 
The defenders' three tricks had been 
telescoped into two, since declarer 
could not be prevented from taking 
the table's tramp and his ace of 
hearts. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll FSghter Foundation , 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You wffl 
fed a vital urge to achieve remits by 
your own dforts today and put m 
motion an ing e ni o us plan that brings 
success and a deep seme of sa ti s fa c tio n 
to yon and a sso ci ai i rt 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Yon 
have the need now to act whh complete 


can not deal with facts, then Ms best to 
■ay nothing. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Friends 
are very apt to cress yon np where it 
men the mod to you out do at* blame 
them bat be canshd you do nothing to 
irritate them. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Whatev- 
er brings yoo the defawoor from one m 
high office could be partie darjy adv erse 
for yon noijr so try to do nothing that 
upsets anyone of i nfl w rncr . 

MOW CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 
21) This is your time to main* sore that 
you do hold steady to tbat plan that las 
proven sat i sfact or y hi the past and that 
yon avoid going off on any t ang e nt s. 
LEO: (Jdy 22 to August 21) You wodd 
be wise to atteal to whatever promises 
yon have made in utter couso cn tiow- 
ness and even though you want to lash 
out at others use stem sctf-coatrol. 
VIRGO: (Angost 22 to September 22) 

Take some time out to show you are one 

who docs the tasks facing you m a 
cheerful manner even though like 
Pkgfacci yon are wfang Through tears. 

LIBRA: (September Z3 to October 22) 
Yon are eager for a good time now and 
if you economize and boM your activi- 


ties lo those matters that you can avoid 
any trouble. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November' 
21) You have special creative rift that 
requires you devote a considerable lon- 
ger iimg to it if you are to have t 
operate for you m foflqst poteutiaL 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to De- 
oesnber 21) Zip your fip at that b ig 
to make a snide comment to 
one "of y our fa m ily who haa gotten under ' 
you very sensitive skin. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to Janu- 
ary 20) Think out wbat you on do to 
please othen with whom you have daily 
rather titan preoccu py youn eff 
bo inten tly with your own concerns. ■ 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 
19) You feel you not have the right 
manner in wtriefa to bring pro sp e ri ty to 
yourself but if you win make a special 
p pfrf ; to ec o nomize aB is wefl. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) 
You are highly wrapped up in getting 
what you want the most and you fad 
you hive the tight to use any method to 
grin your Bints is not good. 

Tirisj's rhBit- If your child were bora 
1 today she or be wffl be one of those very 
determined ««d positive children who 
.won't be Thwarted in getting what they 
want Have only the finest types of 
infividnris aad Etc mon o about this 
progeny so tbat their desires wifl be 
along the right fines and avenues of 
expression. 

"The stars impel, they do not compel” 
Whet yoa make of yoarlde is largely op 
to yoo. 


c iwtrCMalfMCM far 

HARRiS 




‘Don’t kiss me...my rotten mood 
might be contagious!” 




Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 






WHAT THEY SAW 
ABOUT THAT HABITUAL 
LIAR WHEN HE 
PASSED AWAT. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


"HE f I I X JLXJLXXJ 

(Answers Monday) 

_ I J“^bles: AGONY FINAL DUGOUT SUBMIT * 
Yesteroay The teacher made Wm stand outside the 

cla ssr oom, and now he's become tins kind 
Of pupa— AN OUTSTANDING ONE 


THE Daily Crossword by Martha J. De Win 



ACROSS 
1 Ms ChanrVng 
6 Land — (Usten} 
11 Mineral 

14 idolize 

15 BeAnl opera. 

16 a Harrison 

17 Charm 
19 Ravaged 


21 htto x fc a ting 

22 Prison 

23 Long suit 

24 Kind of stHea 

25 Dominie 

29 Originates 

30 Wlltaw 

31 Satiate 

34 Mother Goose 
characters 

39 Bu8t In rows 

40 Denim trousers 

41 Charge 

44 Sitting as a 
statue 

45 Become privy to 

46 Crowbar 

49 Machine parts 

50 Mora ignoble 

51 Kind of shark 

55 Pindar opus 

56 Play pranks 
58 Ring count 
69 — beaver 

60 — up (made 
more vigorous) 

61 Explosive 

62 Songbirds 

63 Former senator 
Kofauver 

DOWN 
1 Concern 
2CaBh — 

3 Toga 
A Globes 

5 Wreath 

6 Goose genus 

7 Kind of diet 

8 Wear away 

9 Formosa Strait 
city 

10 Deserter 

11 Speechtfles 

12 Outi work 

13 Uses 

iQNoreegod 


Dim Tribune MMa SarvtcM. Inc. 
M Aghts Hasarad 


22 Exported 

23 AAen 

24 Mora heartless 

25 Total poker 
money staked 

26 Rowan 

27 Title of 
rouflet 

28 Wobbles 

29 The works 

31 Christmas 
evergreen 

32 Resident of: 

Buff. 

33 Inc. 

35 Marvin or 
Majors 
38"— Got* 
Secret" 

37 — and tonic 

38 Plane letters 

41 "UtBe Women" 
author 

42 Sluggish 

43 Bemoan 

44 Antitoxins 
48 Extensive 


nnnnn nnn nnnrj 
cnnnnn onon nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnn nnnr 
nnnn nnrrannnnnn 
nnnnrmnn nnnnnn 
_ nnnn nnnnn 
rriomnn nnnn nnn 
Rnnn mmnn nnnn 
nnnn rannnra 
nnnnn hm 
nnnnnn nnn^nnnn 
nnmnannrenn nnnn 
nnnn nnjnnnnnnnr, 
onnn nnnn nnnnn 
icinnn onn nnnnn 


47 Site of Krupp 52-Pemilydrde 

works member ‘ 

48 Turns Sharply 53 Leg John 
S0SoW» partner 54 Chances 
51 Sounds from the 56 Cut 

bam 57 hw. 
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(Financial 

Wlill lH 1 ! | ln co-operation with 

Cairo Amman Bank 

UJB- Mar tat Intornncional Markets 


1 Currency 

Mao Vonk 
CtnUL 

u. 5/77/7997 

D-* 6/11/1991 

Slating Pound* 

1.7730 

7.7690 

Deutsche Matrfc 

1.6386 

1.6427 

Swiss Franc 

1.4450 

7.4496 

French Franc 

5.6020 

5.6180 ** 

Japanese Yen 

130.00 

129.90 

European Cnrreny Unit 

1.2480 

1.2452 ** 

* ISO hr STG 

Opotfag 6* tram u GMT 

Euiuuuiamy Interest Rata . 

Date: 

6/11/1991 


Currency 
U-S. Dollar 


Sterling Pound 


Deut s che Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Ven 


European Currency Unit 


» MTH 3 MTRSl 6 MTHSII2 MTHSl 


4.93 


70.37 


9.06 


7.81 


9.09 


6.25 


9.46 


5 .06 


10.31 


9 .43 


8.2 5 


9.18 


6.18 


9.81 


S .00 


70.25 


9.43 


8.18 


9.25 


5.87 


9.81 


5.78 


70.72 


9.43 


8.72 


9.28 


5.62 


9.87 


ha trt nrfc tu nm far mounts oantBni- US. Doflan 1 .000.000 or cqovslem. 


Meta) 

USD/Oz 

JDfCm* 

Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gm 

Gold 

354.55 

6.85 

Silver 

4.07 

.089 


Cantnl Bank of Jordan Erdiangn Bate «"»■><« 


6/77/7997 
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| 

r* 

"■4 


:*£ 
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Currency 

Bid ' 

Offer 

ILS. Dollar 

0.6840 

0.6860 

Sterfing Pound 

1.2083 

7.2743 

Deutsche Mark 

.0.4158 

0.4179 

Swiss Franc 

0.4714 

0.4736 

French Franc 

0.1216 

0.1222 

Japanese Yea 4 

0.5252 

0.5V8 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3689 

0.3707 

Swedish Kraus 

0.7740 

0.1146 

Italian Lira 4 

0.0555 

0.0558 

Belgian Franc 

0.02079 



° Ffer IN 

Other Currencies 


6/17/7997 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

7.7850 

1.7950 

Lebanese Lira” 

. 0.0774 

0.0780 

Sandi Rival 

0.1821 

0.1831 

Kuwaiti Unas- 

- 

■Bll 

Qatari Riyal 

0.7855 

0.7865 

Egyptian Porad _ V ■, 


■ - 0 'V°°' 

Omani Riyal - - 

. 1.7510 

1.7610 

UAE Dirham 

0.1855 

0.1865 

Greek Drachma* 

03697 

0.3728 

Cypriot Pound 

- ■ — — ■, 

1.4770 

1.4920 


Per 100 

CAB Indices for 


Amman Financial Market' 


Index 

4/11/1991 Close 

S/11/1991 Close 

All-Share 

724.49 

124.33 

Banking Sector 

105.07 

104.99 

Insurance Sector 

126.43 

126.16 

Industry Sector 

154.07 

153.81 

Services Sector 

132.10 

737.92 


December Jl. 1990 ■ 100 




fi! 



LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at imdaession 

cm tbe London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 

One Sterling 

L7750/60 

U.S. doflan 

One U.S. dollar 

1.1229/34 

Canadian dollar 


1.6375/85 



1.8450/60 

Dutch guilders 


1.4478/85 

Swiss francs 


33.71/75 

Belgian francs 


5.5925/75 

French francs 


1226/1227 

Italian fire 

1 

129.75/85 

Japanese yen 

• 

5.9800/50 

Swedish crowns 


6.4230/80 

Norwegian crowns 


63560/3610 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

353.90/354.40 

U.S. dollars 


Big U.S. banks drop lending rates 

Federal Reserve lowers 
discount rate to 4.5% 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Federal Reserve (Fed) Board 
Wednesday slashed its key bank 
lending rate from 5.0 per cent to 
4.5 percent, the lowest level in 18 
years and the fifth such move 
since December designed to en- 
sure the U.S. economy's escape 
from recession. 

“Action was taken against the 
background of sluggish expansion 
of the monetary and credit aggre- 
gates in an environment of abat- 
ing inflationary pressures,” the 
annoanbemeat said. 

“The reduction, in part, also 
realigns the discount rate with 
other short-term market rates," it 
added. 

The discount rate is the interest 
the Federal Reserve charges com- 
mercial banks for loans. Such a 
move usually results in lower 
interest on other loans, including 
consumer credit, and thus stimu- 
lates spending and economic 
growth. 

• The vote to lower the discount 
rate was 4-1, with Federal Re- 
serve Governor Wayne AngeLL 
voting no. 

The move followed by a day a 
meeting of Federal Open Market 
Committee, the central bank's 
monetary policy-making arm. 
Many analysts expected the com- 
mittee to approve a further re- 
i duction in the federal funds rate 
as well. 

The Federal Reserve on Oct 
30 had permitted the federal 
funds rate to fall to five per cent 
from 5.25 per cent But the re- 
daction in the benchmark dis- 
count rate Wednesday was consi- 
dered an even more dramatic 
signal that the central bank in- 
tends to battle economic weak- 
ness with easier credit 
Many analysts have expressed 
concern over thercontinuing slug- 
gish nature of the recovery, some 
even fearing the possibility of a 
“double-dip” recession in which 
the economy turns ddwn again 
after a brief rebound. 

The decline was the fifth since 
Dec. 18, when die rate was lo- 
wered to 6.5 per cent from seven 
per cent, and dropped the rate to 
the 'lowest level since Jan. 15, 
1973, when it was raised from 4-5 
per cent to five per cent 
Fac h time (he. Federal Reserve 
lowered the' discount rate since 
December, the move was accom- 
panied by a drop in the federal 
funds rate, the interest banks 


charge each other for overnight 
loans. 

The Federal Reserve board 
controls the discount rate, while 
die Federal Open Market Com- 
mittee sets the targets for the 
federal funds rate. 

Federal Reserve policy is 
aimed at ensuring economic 
growth while avoiding inflation. 
During the late 1980s, when infla- 
tion was a threat, the bank 
boosted interest rates to slow 
price increase. 

But as inflation slowed and 
higher interest rates took their 
toll on economic growth, Che ’ 
central bank began lowering the 
funds rate in mid-1989, trying to 
guide the economy into what 
became known as a '‘soft land- 
ing," rather than crashing into an 
actual downturn. 

Still, after months of fits and 
starts, the economy fell' into re- 
cession in July 1990. And as it 
grew weaker after the Iraqi inva- 
sion of Kuwait the following 
month, the Federal Reserve let 
rates fell fester. 

When the Federal Reserve lo- 
wered the discount rate to 6.5 per 
ent last December, it was the first 
such move in more than four 
years. As economic weakness 
persisted, the bank pushed the 
rate down to six per cent on Feb. 

1 and to 5.5 per cent on April 30 
and to five per cent on Sept. 18. 

The prime rate accompanied 
several of the Federal Reserve 
discount rate moves, falling from 
9.5 per cent to 9.0 per cent on 
Feb. 1, to 8.5 per cent on May. 1 
and to eight per cent on Sept. 13. 
Banks use this important interest 
rate* to calculate a range of other 
loan rates including some types of 
mortgages. 

Shortly after the Fed 
announcement major banks 
moved to lower their prime lend- 
ing rates Wednesday a half per- 
centage point to 7.5 per cent, the 
fifth decline this year and the 
lowest level in five yean. 

J.P. Morgan and Co. was the 
first to announce the prime rate 
cut, effective immediately. It was 
closely followed by Bankamerica 
Corp., Manufacturers Hanover 
Corp., Chemical Banking Corp., 
First Chicago Corp. and Citicorp. 

Other major commensal- banks 
were expected to follow. the 
move, which lowers the cost of 
borrowing money to mOfions of 
ordinary bank customers and 


WORU> STOCK MARKETS 

TOKYO — A dull bond market, weaker yen and fears of 
delays in a hoped-for discount rate cot pushed the Nikkei 
average down 200.66 points to 24,750.20. 

FRANKFURT — The Dax Index dosed 1.90 points lower 
at 1,574.22. The market shrugged off a cut in the U.S. 
discount rate during trading after the official dose. 

PARIS — Store groups stood out as gainers but other 
shares shrugged off a cut in the U.S. discount rate. The 
GAC-40 Index lost 10.35 points to 1,836.06, its lowet since 
25. 7 

LONDON — Chancellor of the Exchequer Norman 
Lamont sai d su stained non-inflationary recovery was in 
sight. The FTSE 100 Index dosed down 6.7 points to 
2,534.2. 

NEW YORK — With a widely expected Fed earing of 
interest rates out of the way, investor attention shifted to 
the weak economy. At 1738 GMT the Dow Jones 
industrials were at 3,033.77, a gain of 2.46. 


FULLY FURNISHED FLAT TO LET 

2nd floor flat. 2 bedrooms, large sitting, dining area, 
kitchen, bathroom, telephone and central heating. 
Location: ShmeisanL 

Tel: 601795 



businesses. 

The bond market, an impor- 
tant barometer of economic and 
interest rate trends, rallied on the 
news. The U.S. Treasury’s 30- 
year bond rose about $5 per 
$1,000 faoe value in early trading. 

The prime rate reflects a bank’s 
' costs of borrowing money, in- 
. chafing interest it pays on savings 
accounts '-or certificates of de- 
posit, and trails more subtle in- 
creases in other interest rates. 

This rate is important because 
bankers use it as a basis for 
calculating loans to businesses 
and for determining many types 
of fixed and adjustable-rate con- 
sumer loans. 

Frank Barkocy, senior vice 
persident and bank analyst for 
Advest Inc., said the cut in the 
prime and discount rates were 
welcome but doubted they would 
help jumpstart the economy, 
which has been languishing since 
this summer. 

“I just wonder how modi of a 
stimuli we might see in the eco- 
nomy from a prime rate cut,” Mr. 
Barkocy said. 

Problems with loans and fore- 
closed real estate continue to 
haunt many of the nation's banks, 
leading bankers to severely cur- 
tail lending as they rebuild their 
balance sheets. If s questionable 
whether they will be more willing 
to make loans regardless of the 
interest-rate leveL 

President Bush said Tuesday 
that cutting tami to try to stimu- 
late the economy would send 
interest rates “Tight out through 
the roof.” 

Mr. Bosh, who has been vacil- 
lating on whether to send Con- 
gress a new package to spur 
economic growth, said he still 
hasn’t made up his mind. But he 
told reporters in a White House 
picture-taking session: 

“What I don’t want to do is 
come op with a growth package 
that just farther burdens the 
American taxpayer. And Fm not 
going to do that.” 

Referring to the crop of tax-cut 
proposals that have sprouted on 
Capitol Hill, Mr. Bush said, 
“some of these suggestions that 
shoot the long-term interest rates 
right out through the roof are 
simply unacceptable. Fm talking 
about the idea of getting broad 
tax cuts without regard as to what 
it does to long-term interest rates 
or the (1990) budget agreement” 
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Western firms keen 
to start manufacturing 
in Gulf Arab countries 


MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — 
Western firms flocking to a post- 
Gulf war trade exhibition say 
they want to set up manufactur- 
ing plants in the region to cash in 
cm business interest sparked by 
the conflict. 

About 1,000 exhibitors are tak- 
ing part in a “Rebuild Kuwait” 
exhibition in Bahrain. Many are 
newcomers to the Gulf. 

Businessmen who knew httte 
about the region before Iraq’s 
invasion of Kuwait in August last 
year — especially those from the 
United States and Canada — say 
they are planning export drives to 
the region. 

Others hoped to set up manu- 
facturing plants with Gulf part- 
ners to export to global markets.' 
They are bang urged on by Golf 
states anxious to diversify their 
economies away from oil. 

Cheap energy, transport, feed- 
stock and Labour imported from 
Asia and the Far East — coupled 
with lower taxes than in Europe 
and North America — are the 
main attractions. 

“There are a number of people 
who did not know the area prior 
to tbe crisis and now see it as a 
potential market,” Alan Brisco, 
president of the Toronto-based 
Denison International group of 
companies told Reuters. 

“Most see it as a place to come 
and sell something. But I think it 
has more industrial capacity than 
most people realise — Sandi Ara- 
bia in particular,” he added. 

Mr. Brisco said aim of the firms 
under the Denison umbrella was 
negotiating with Sarah contacts to 
set np a plant to produce steel 
industrial ladders in the kin g . 


,dom’s Eastern Province. 

The company. International 
Health Safety and Environment 
INC, was also planning two 
plants in the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) — one to produce a 
type of “superwood” made from 
processed garbage and another to 
make oti adsorption sponges from 
tire petrochemical polypropylene. 

“We're looking to export from 
here to markets outside tire 
Gulf... the Far East, Europe and 
Pacific rim,” he said. 

Ronald Anderson, executive 
director of the Hardwoods De- 
velopment Council of Pennsylva- 
nia, said he was doing market 
research for 5,000 smadl firms 
interested in exporting to the 
Gulf or setting up assembly plants 
for formture and cabinets. 

“Since tbe war a lot of our 
companies have said they’re 
thinking about doing business in 
this marked,” he said. 

Norman Hahn, president of the 
Pennsylvania firm Conestoga 
Wood Specialities, said he was 
negotiating to set up an assembly 
{riant in Sandi Arabia. 

“We think there are a lot of 
opport u nities here,” said Mr. 
Hahn, on his first trip to the 
Middle East. 

Many Western exhibitors said 
U.S. and British involvement in 
dm allied .campaign which drove 
Iraq from Kuwait in February 
had helped smoothed their path 
into Gtdf markets. 

“There’s no question in my 
min d that ancc the war some 
Gulf countries have actually 
eased regulations for foreign 
compares to do business in this 
area,” Jerred Peebles, director of 


tbe Sacramento-based Arab 
American Business Alliance said. 

Firms from 40 countries are 
particip ating in the six-day show 
which opened in Bahrain Satur- 
day. Despite the theme, most 
exhibitors said they had met few 
Kuwaiti businessmen and were 
: seeking business contacts from 
the whole area. 

“My impressiom from die first 
two days is that maybe we ought 
to set up in Saudi Arabia,” Ken- 
neth Parslow, managing director 
of U.K. firm Isotemp Ductwork 
Ltd. said. 

Mr. PsjsIow, visiting the Mid- 
dle East for the first time, said he 
was interested in launching a 
plant for air conditton in g ducts in 
die kingdom because tbe price of 
steel was 30 per cent tow r than 
in Britain. 

Theodore Gentile, North 
American sales manager for the 
Minnesota-based firm Daneco, 
said it was bidding for a $15-30 
milli on contract from Kuwait’s 
Organic Fertiliser Company to 
build a large compost plant serv- 
ing Kuwait City. 

Three joint venture plants us- 
ing Daneco’s “green” technology 
in the UAE were now co mpeti ng 
for garbage which they processed 
into organic fertiliser for farmers 
in die area, he said. 

“In the U.S. we wouldn't be 
doing this without a lot of regula- 
tion — here people do it because 
ft’s profitable and serves an en- 
vironmental concern at the same 
time,” he said. 

“It’s much easier to do business 
here because procedure require- 
ments are more simple and less 
expensive,” he added. 


Romania announces currency 
convertibility in free market move 


BUCHAREST (R) — Romanian 
Prime Minister Theodor Sttriqjan 
Wednesday announced, a bold 
shake-up of the currency ex- 
change system in a bid to rescue 
tbe country from economic col- 
lapse and draw it closer to a free 
market. 

^ The measures, which include 
the introduction of currency con- 
vertibility and a freeze on some 
hard currency accounts, are a 
signal to world financial bodies 
that Romania is breaking defini- 
tively with four decades of com- 
munist central plantwif g. 

Mr. Sfxriojan announced the 
shake-up to parliament after a 
year in winch industrial and form 
output, foreign trade, and finan- 
cial reserves all plummeted, 
prices tripled and energy stocks 
reached tfisastroosly low levels. 

It was his first major policy 
initiative since taking office last 
month after prime minister Petre 
Roman was forced from power by 
anti-reform riots. 

Mr. Stcriojan said the hard cur- 
rency bank accounts of state- 
owned firms would be frozen 


immediately and the national 
bank would buy np the cash for 
local currency at a rate resulting 
from the unifying of die present 
chunsy two-tier exchange system. 

“Romania can get access to 
foreign re so u rce s only if it proves 
its commitment to a market eco- 
nomy,” Mr. Stolojan said in a 
hard-hitting staie-of-the economy 
speech. 

“The only such way is unifica- 
tion of the exchange rate and the 
internal convertibiity of the leu,” 
be said. ’The two-tier exchange 
rate aggravates inflationary press- 
ure in the economy.” 

Until now the leu was quoted 
at an official rate of 60 per dollar. 
In an interbank market, launched 
last February as a step towards 
convertibility, it has recently 
fluctuated between 260 and 300. 

On die Made market the rate 
was less favourable than the bank 
rates but Romanians often pre- 
ferred to change money illegally 
rather than queue in banks. 

Mr. Stolojan- said the central 
bank would merge official and 
interbank rates and the new float- 


ing rate would be “at an economi- 
cally sustainable level” some- 
where between the two. 

He said the future exchange 
rate would be set through an 
enlarged daily i n te rb an k unction 
market and that the Ira would be 
the sole currency for payments on 
Romanian territory. 

Individual citizens would be 
free to change money only at 
authorised banks or exchange 
offices. 

Mr. Stolojan cited statistics 
showing tbe economy was in (fire 
straits. 

In 1989 — the last year .of 
communist role — Ro mania had 
a trade surplus of $2.4 bfllion.* 
Last year it recorded a deficit -of 
$1.8 billion. For the first nine 
months of 1991, the deficit was. 
$1.2 biffion. 

He also listed figures showing 
Romania had only secured -a' 
small fraction of the energy it 
needed for winter because of the 
fen in export revenues, which was 
aggravated by tbe the two-tier 
exchange rate. 


PUPPIES FOR SALE 

Father- is a pure German Shepherd, mother is an Italian 
Hound. Friday at 9-11 aim. 

Next to the Chilli House / American School, price JD 50. 

Tel: 816997 


Consists of three bedrooms, two bathrooms, kitchen, L-shaped 
living, dining and sitting area, with central heating and tele- 
phone. The building has intercom system and a lift. 

Super deluxe furniture. The apartment was not used before. 
Location: Sweifiya, behind Virgin Mary Church, At Amal building. 
Please call tel: 829718 


Ministry Of Water And Irrigation 
Water Authority 

Contracts 26/91 Through 45/91 

Further to the announcement published on 12/10/1991 
concerning the issuance of the above mentioned con- 
tracts financed by the World Bank Loan No. 3306 JO. 
The Water Authority draws the attention of all bidders and 
embassies who have obtained the Tender Documents that 
new amendments were issued and could be collected 
from the Tenders Division/Water Authority’s main building 
in Amman. 

Eng. Mutazz Belbelst 
Secretary General 
Water Authority 


A service of remembrance will be held at 
tbe Church of the Rede em e r 
on Sunday, Nov. 10, 1991 at 6:00 p.m. 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES CO., LTD. 


Jordan Phosphate Mines Co. Ltd. 
announces that the closing date of Ten- 
der No. 18F/91, (for the supply of two 
calcining drums) have been extended 
until 12 hours local time Saturday Nov. 
30, 1991. 

Wasef Azar 
Managing Director 


CLEARANCE SALE 

Up To 30 % Discount 

On Ctirystal, Silver and Horrie Appliances 

at 

MYEF STORE 
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Serbia accuses Croatia of 


2nd attack on its territory 


BELGRADE (R) — Serbia ac- 
cused the rival Yugoslav Repub- 
lic of Croatia Wednesday of 
Tnoonting a second attack on its 
territory in a new blow to peace 
hopes after talks with the Euro- 
pean Community (EC) broke op 
without agreement. 

Tanjug News Agency said 10 
grenades fell on Apatin, a town 
of 18,000 people on the Serbian 
side of the Danube River border 
between the two republics, short- 
ly before midnight Tuesday. 

Three houses were damaged 
but no one was hurt, it said. It 
was the second attack on Serbian 
soil in 12 hours as the Serb-led 
Yugoslav army fought Croatian 
militias with artillery and mortars 
across Croatia Tuesd' *. 

Serbia said the borocr town of 
Sid was shelled earlier, kilting 
four people in Croatia's first ma- 
jor assault inside Serbia. 

Sert .an Prime Minister Dragu- 
tin Zelenovic visited Apatin, 140 
’dkwnetres northwest of the Ser- 
bian and Yugoslav capital Bel- 
grade Wednesday. He blamed 
the attack on Croatia and criti- 
cised the growing influence of 
Germany. 

"On the global plane, the acti- 
vities of the countries who lost 
the last war and who now, thanks 


to their economic strength, have 
decided to realise the domination 
they earlier aspired to through 
wars, are in question,” Mr. Zele- 
novic said. 

“What happened in Sid and 
last night in Apatin is also an 
organised approach of Croatian 
■ fascists who are in the service of 
the above-mentioned countries,” 
Tanjug quoted hhn as saying. 

Croatian Radio said the federal 
army attacked the nearby 
Danube town of Vukovar late 
Tuesday. Tbe Croatian towns of 
Karlovac and Osijek also came 
under fire overnight. 

Fighting has raged in Croatia 
since many of its 600,000 Serbians 
took up arms to oppose its dec- 
laration of independence from 
Yugslavia on June 25. 

Croatia, a republic of 4 JS mil- 
lion people, says more than 2,500 
Ctoats and an unknown number 
of Serbs and federal soldiers have 
been killed since June. 

Croatia has denied reponsflri]- 
ity for the attack on Sid. It has 
not commented on the Apatin 
attack. 

On Tuesday, the latest peace 
talks with the community in the 
Hague broke up after Serbia re- 
jected for the third time an EC 
peace plan to group the six 


Yugoslav republics in a looser 
alliance, spelling tbe end of. the 
Yugoslav state created in 1918. 

Tbe four other republics re- 
fused to m«ka amendments to a 
plan suggested by Serbia and Ha 
ally Montenegro allowing Serbs 
in Croatia and in their ter rito ries 
to be united with Serbia and 
other republics wishing to remain 
m a single state. 

Britain’s Lend Carrington, toe 
chairman of the EC talks, said the 
warring sides had agreed to order 
a 12th ceasefire since fighting 
began but he was doubtful ft it 
would hold. 

"Given the failure of previous 
ceasefires, I am not sanguine that 
this latest attempt will succeed 
where others have failed,” he 
told a news conference. 

Serbia now faces the prospect 
of EC economic sanctions for 
rejecting the plan. 

But Lord Carrington said in a 
radio interview that sanctions 
were unlikely to end the fighting. 

“The problem we have... is 
that we don’t really have any 
sanctions. We don’t have any 
weapons with which we can stop 
this,” he said. 

Cyrus Vance, a former U.S. 
secretary of state, arrived in Bel- 
grade Tuesday for a one-day visit 


as toe personal envoy of United 
Nations Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar. 

“V ance expressed the pro- 
found- concern of toe internation- 
al co mmunity at the escalation of 
toe Yugoslav crisis,” Tanjug said 
after be met Yugoslav Foreign 
Minister Budimfr Loncar. 

Mr. Vance is also doe to meet 
Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic, Yugoslav Prime Minis- 
ter Ante Markovic and Federal 
Defence. Minister General Veljko 
Kadijevic. 

Meanwhile, German Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl said Tuesday 
that if European Community 
peace efforts in Yugoslavia 
failed, Croatian independence 
would have to be recognised as a 
result 

*T am full of doubt that this 
(EC-brokered plan) can suc- 
ceed,” Mr. Kohl said during a 
panel discussion with students in 
toe east German university town 
of Jena. 

He commented that the 
Serbian -dominated Yugoslav 
army, fighting to prevent the 
Croatian Republic's breakaway 
from the multi-ethnic Yugoslav 
Federation, seemed to have 
escaped toe centred of political 
authorities. 


Spain 

investigates 
publisher’s 
death 
at sea 


TENERIFE, Cauary Islands 
C (AP) — The death of Robert 
Maxwell, the tabloid tycoon 
whose nude body was found 
floating near his $21 milli on 
yacht, is as intriguing as the story 
. of the troubled empire he ran 
with hands-on tenacity. 

The brash, rotund 68-year-old 
publisher, who died Tuesday, had 
skipped an appearance a day ear- 
lier because he reportedly took 

An autopsy was expected 
Wednesday in Tenerife, off the 
Moroccan coast. Authorities 
questioned the crew of the Yacht 
and Angel Delgado, tbe island’s 
civil governor, was personally 
.coordinating the investigation. 

Spanish National Radio said 
Mr. Maxwell's body was found 
unclothed and showed no signs of 
violence. Maxwell was last seen 
before dawn Tuesday on the 
yacht, 14 hours before a rescue 
helicopter pulled his body oat of 
toe sea. 

Maxwell’s Minor Group News- 
papers said the 180-foot (60 
metre) vessel was cruising when 
Maxwell was last seen, walking 
on its deck. 

It -said in a statement that he 
had been the yacht’s only passen- 
ger, in addition to about a dozen 
crew members. The publisher 
was said to be taking a few days 
off from his hectic work schedule. 

The Daily Minor of London, 
Maxwell’s flagship newspaper, 
said he had dinn er alone in a 
restaurant on Tenerife then re- 
boarded tbe yacht and instructed 
his crew to cruise all night at sea. 

His mysterious death comes as 
toe $2 billion global publishing 
empire he personally ran, which 
includes the New York Daily 
News, is burdened with debt 
Mr. Maxwell had been selling 
assets to raise money to meet a 
$750 million payment due in 
October 1992. 

In addition, Mr. Maxwell had 
political troubles. He was suing 
American journalist Seymour 
Hersh for alleging in a new book 
that he had ties to Israel's Mossad 
spy agency. 

Two of bis sons, both in their 
30s, assumed the helm Tuesday 
and pledged to run toe empire 
with toe same zeal as their father.' 

1° London, Charles Wilson, 1 
dirctor of the Mirror Group, said 
there had been no suggestion of 

fhlll nlav in tiv rfoafh- “U7. 


foul play in the death: “We can 
only assume that Mr. Maxwell 
slipped and fell overboard.” 

■ “Mr. Wilson also ruled out 
suicide, saying: “He had too 
much of toe arrogance of his own 
ability to conceive of such a 
thing.” 

Mr. Maxwell was a big man 
with a powerful bass voice who 
browbeat his editors, fought a 
titanic mmiuig battle with rival 
publisher Rupert Murdoch, and 
jetted about toe world visiting 
presidents and prime ministers. 

“My primary duty is to hire and 
fire editors,” he said recently. 

Born Labji .Hods to Jewish 
peasants in Czechoslovakia, Max- 
well lost his parents during World 
War II and escaped to Britain in 
1940. He was a highly decorated 
World War n veteran. 

Mr. MaxwdFs oldest son, Phil- 
lip, flew to toe Canary Islands 
with MaxwdPs widow, Elizabeth, 
to identify toe body. 


A 


Soviet Foreign Ministry 
to be revamped, staff cut 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
Foreign Nfinetry is to be re- 
vamped and its staff drastically 
cut as part -of a major restructur- 
ing of govennnnet institutions. 
Foreign Minuter Boris Pankin 
has said. 


last week suggested tmuing the 
Foreign Ministry into a consulta- 
tive body and reducing its funding 
by 90 per cent 
All participants in Monday's 
meeting agreed on conducting a 
single foreign policy, Mr. P anlcm 


Soviet Trade missions abroad told reporters, and no republic 
are to dose, but none of the insisted on having its own embas- 


Ukraine 
to sign 
economic 
union 
treaty 


increasingly i n d ep endent Soviet 
republics plans to* open its own 
embassies,, Mr. Pankin told a 
news conference. 

He declined to give figures on 
tiae magnitude of tbe cuts discus- 
sed at Monday’s meeting of the 
State Council, the top interim 
Soviet in stit uti on following last 
August’s failed coup. 

But the said participants sug- 
gested the ministry, to be re- 
named the Ministry of External 
Relations, could undergo reduc- 
tions of 30 to 40 per cent in its 
staff of about 3,500. 

“This will all depend on how 
we re-evaluate tbe old and new 
functions, taking into account 
coordination with ministries of 
die sovereign republics,” he said. 

Russian President Boris Yeltsin 


ties abroad. 

Mr. P anlcm said Soviet trade 


missions were “outdated struc- 
tures” and would be dismantled 
and replaced by trade and econo- 
mic departments within embas- 
sies. 

Andrei Grachev, a spokesman 
for Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, said the cuts were part of 
plans announced last week to 
merge or do away with 80 govern- 
ment ministries - 


KIEV, USSR (AP) — Ukraine’s 
parliament voted Wednesday to 
allow its prime minster to sign a 
treaty creating a new economic 


He predicted the reductions 
would cause between 30,000 and 
50,000 redundancies, most of. 
them in Moscow. But many of 
those thrown out of work would 
probably find alternative work 
within republican in s titu tions, he 
said. 


ANC charges assassination 
plot as gunmen kill 2 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Gun- 
men killed two African National 
Congress (ANC) members in the 
Johannesburg townshsip of Alex- 
andra Wednesday in what toe 


ANC called a political assassina- 
tion. 

ANC ■ official Mary Ntingane 
said local activist Jama Makhosi 
and another ANC member, 
whose name was not known, 
were shot at dose range as they 
waited to be let into the Alexan- 
dra branch office about 8:45 a.m. 
(0645 GMT). 

“This was an assassination. We 
believe a pattern of attacks is 
developing against ANC mem- 
bers and officials. There is 
mounting anger in toe township 
about these indiscriminate kill- 
ings,” she said. 

Police said ' a 38 calibre pistol 
was used in the attack, winch 
followed a two-day national 
strike organised by the ANC and 
the allied Congress of South Afri- 
can Trade Unions (COSATU) as 
a show of anti-apartheid musde. 

The strike was opposed by the 
ANCs main rival, Zulu chief 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi’s Tnkatiw 
Freedom Party, which has a 
strong presence in Alexandra. 
In ka t ha and tbe ANC have been 
locked in a bitter power struggle 
since 1986. 

Police said four people were 
killed Tuesday in political attacks 


possibly linked to the strike. 

A man was shot in Alexandra 
and a woman was found stabbed 
in Tokoza, east of Johannesburg. 
Two men were found shot near 
the Natal province town of 
Escomt. 

A spokeswoman for tbe pro- 
ANC Homan Rights Co mmissi on 
said 20 anti-apartbeid leaders 
were assassinated in the year to 
June and tbe rate of killing s had 
increased since then. 

“We have seen an increase in 
the number of targeted attacks. 
Twelve people were ltilled in this 
sort of hit squad action in 
September alone,” she said. 

Inkatha’s violence study unit 
said Tuesday that 25 local leaders 
erf the mainly Zulu movement had 
been assassinated since January. 

The unit said three people had 
been murdered since Inkatha, the 
ANC and the government signed 
a peace pact on Sept 14. 

bo Cape Town, police arrested 
ANC organiser Mxohsi Petane on 
charges of murder and attempted 
murder. 

ANC spokeswoman Rosie 
Campbell said police declined to 
give details of the charges agaii 
Mr. Petane, a veteran of South 
Africa’s Robben Island political 
prison and the movement's local 
bead of political education. 

“We are sure this is just in- 
timidation. There won’t any evi- 
dence against Mm,” she said. 


co m munity out of tbe old Soviet 
Unhm. 

The decision was a victory for 
Ukrainian Prime Minister Vitold 
Fokin as well as fix' Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev, who 
has sought to hold afl the repub- 
lics together in an economic un- 
ion. 

Parliament voted 236*96 to 
allow Mr. Fokin to sign the eco- 
nomic treaty provisionally. After 
that, it mil then be submitted to 
the lawmakers for ratification. 

Tbe Ukraine abstained when 
eight republics signed the treaty 
on OdL 18 to create a c ommo n 
market. 

But its participation — as well 
as that of Moldavia, which said 
Tuesday that it would sign — 
leaves only Georgia and Azerbai- 
jan out of the pact. 

Lawmakers in the increasingly 
independent Ukraine — the agri- 
cultural and industrial power- 
house of the Soviet Union — 
expressed concern that the treaty 
left too iquch power in the hands 
of the central government. 

Tve done everything possible 
to convince parliament that 
Ukraine needs to enter the ecao- 
nric com muni t y as a fully fledged 
member,” Mr. Fokin said before; 
the vote. 


Floods kill 


2,200 in 
Philippines 


ORMOC, Philippine^ (R) — 
Huge floods and landslides trig- 
gered by tropical storm Thelma 
killed at least 2360 people and 
destroyed thousands of homes 
across the central Ffailippiiies, re- 
lief officials said Wednesday. 

Bodies of children drowned in 
water up to 10 feet (three metres) 
deep lay in the streets of the 
worst-hit town of Ormoc, where 
local officials said at . least 2,000 
people died when tbe storm Ut 
Tuesday, deluging farms and vfl- 


Corpses were piled on every 
street of the town on Leyte Is- 
land. 

“People are w alkin g around 
like zombies. Everyone has a 
death in toe family,” said Cebu 
Governor Emilio Osmena, who 
flew down to inspect the devasta- 
tion across the town of 120,000 
people. 

Rescue workers used municipal 
trucks to ferry the bodies 50 at a 
time to the local cemetery where 
residents dug common graves for 
those not identified or claimed by 
relatives. 

“There’s at least 2,000 dead 
here," estimated Maria Victoria 
Loam, mayor of Ormoc, some 
560 kfl oa ic t ie s south east pf Man- 
3a. 

Corpses were covered with 
sheets and straw mats. Some 
were pied' up in wooden boxes. 

Residents said strong winds 
hurled cars down the streets and 
some were blown into the sea. 

Funeral parlours in the town 
were overflowing with bodies, 
and local officials appealed to the 
government to send supplies of 
Formafyn to smother the stench 
of the corpses. 

Mr. Osmena appealed for extra 


NATO to unveil new 


strategy at Rome' summit 


ROME (R) — NATO leaders 
will unveil a new strategy at a 
landmark summit which starts 
Thursday, pledging major 
changes in toe Western alliance's 


Some European NATO allies, 
led by France, have also worried 
Washington and countries like 
Britain with plans to set up forces 
more independent of tbe alliance. 


military forces and offering for- ! perhaps run by the European 
mal ties to theft cold war enemies 'Community (EC) as it a 


for the first time. 

The Rome summit, almost ex- 
actly two years after the Berlin 
Wall was opened, will chart a new 
course for tbe North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) 


i bigger role on the world stage. 
I But France, which resents U.S. 
leadership of NATO and has long 
been at odds with its allies, has 
! signed up to most of the new 
strategy — for the first time since 


now that the Soviet-backed unlit- ; it left the alliance's military struo- 
ary threat to the West has col- ' tine in 1965. 

i “The task for the summit will 

“The summit will open a new ! be a fine balancing act of solving 
chapter in the history of the : the old quarrels with the French 
alliance, a time for genuine peace i while convincing the United 
and partnership,” U.S. Secretary ! States that this is still a worth- 
of State James Baker said Toes- while alliance,” one senior 


day. 

The 16-nation alliance’s new 
strategy, replacing a document 
that is 25 years old, no longer 
talks of a threat to the West mid 
promises dose cooperation with 
the Soviet Union and other mem- 
bers of the former Warsaw Pact 
to build security in Europe. 

NATO leaders will offer to 
hold regular meetings of foregin 
ministers with those countries 
and the newly-independent Batlic 


NATO diplomat told Reuters. 

Chancellor Helmuf'Kohl 
soegbt to reassure Washington 
Wednesday that Germany re- 
mained a loyal ally dkxqiite the 
fact that it supported Paris in 
moves to create a European 
force. 


“A united Europe is in the long 
run unthinkable without a com- 
mon European defence,” Mr. 
Kohl told parliament. “Ha is 
neither an expression of doubt of 


st ates — the first of them next .the stability of the Atlantic 
month in Brussels — to discuss • alliance, nor an attempt to create 


military and security issues. 

But they will not offer security 


guarantees fix any form of mem- 
bership to Eastern European na- 
tions fifce Hungary and Czechos- 
lovakia, which are worried about 


a competing body.” 

Tbe controversial question of 
European defences is the only 
issue that could provoke a row at 
tiw summit, but alliance officials 
say it will probably not be taken 


turmoil in the Soviet Union and . f ? rtb ? ah f? d . of “ EC sum- 


The death toll across the cen- 
tral Philippine islands of Leyte 
and Negros was estimated by 
relief officials in the Leyte capital 
of Tadoban at more than 2,260. 

At least 700,000 people were 
affected by the disaster, the worst 
flooding to hit the Philippines in 
seven years, and more than 
50,000 were made homeless. 

“We expect more reports of 
casualties to come; in. Rescue 
operations are !bdng hampered by 
lade of electricity,” said Colonel 
Orville Gabuna, regional police 
commander based in Tadoban. 


otter economic and social prob- 
lems. 

NATO argues that it will re- 
main “an anchor of stability” for 
Europe, and that such guaran- 
tees are unnecessary, despite the 
fact that some Eastern European 
nations have requested them. 

NATO diplomats sayjr tbe 
two-day s ummi t will also help 
resolve some disagreements 
among member nations and it will 
make a strong commitment that 
tbe United States, the alliance's 
senior member, should remain 
involved in European security. 

The trans-Atlantic link is vital 
to NATO, but it has come under 
strain recently. There is growing 
pressure in the United States to 
slash defence spending and make 


nut in 
month. 


the Netherlands next 


NATO’s new strategy says the 
West still faces risks from insta- 
bility in the Soviet Union, East- 
ern Europe, the Balkans, North 
Africa and toe Middle East. 

It says the alliance will slash 
both conventional and nuclear 
forces, reducing the role than 
simply preparing for war as the 
alliance has done since it was 
founded in 1949. 

Tbe smaller forces will be res- 
tructured into multinational un- 
its, some of them able to deploy 
anywhere on NATO territory 
qnickly as “rapid reaction 
forces. 

Bat the strategy also reaffirms 
many basic tenets of alliance able 



Thieves dig tunnel 
to bank, steal 
millions 



BOGOTA (AP) — Colombian 
thieves made off with millions of 
dollars in jewels and cash after 
breaking into a bank through a 
60-foot (20-metres) tunnel they 
dug and equipped with lights and 
telephones, bank officials say. 
Tbe air-conditioned tunneL/boI- 
stered by wooden walls, was be- 
gan inside a cafeteria near the 
centre of downtown Bogota and 
surfaced underneath the safety 
deposit boxes in the state-owned 
Caja Agraria Bank, police said. 
Law enforcement authorities dis- 
covered the robbery Tuesday, af- 
ter a three-day holiday weekend, 
long after the thieves escaped. 
The authorities said they would 
immediately begin investigating 
how the tunnel could be built 
through the busty downtown 
without detection. Among the 
stolen goods were diamonds, 
emeralds and cash, said holders 
of safely deposit boxes at the 
scene. One box bolder fai n te d 
when she heard her valuables had 
been taken. A statement from 
Caja Agraria’s numagMw»nt said 
only 8 per cent of the tank’s 
2300 boxes were sacked 
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deeper cuts in the U.S. troops- ' to guarantee the security of its 
presence in Europe than planned, member nations, unto some nnc- 
Washington currently expects to ' lear weapons ■ stationed in 
halve this to around 150,000. Europe. 


Manila expels Mrs. Marcos’ bodyguards 


MANILA (R) — The Philippines 
Wednesday ordered 16 American 
bodyguards of Imelda Marcos out 
of the country, the latest tiff 
between the government and toe 
former first lady since her trium- 
phal return from exile. 

Immigration chief Andrea 
Domingo - summoned Charles 
Vance, head of face arrest for 
working without government per- 
mits. 

Mr. Vance, whose group is 
composed mostly of former U.S. 
Secret Service agents that had 
guard ed five U.S. presidents, told 
reporters he and Us men woud 
leave Thursday. 


“We’re not here to break any 
taws," said Vance, head of the 
U.S.-based Vance International 
Investigative Services and a for- 
mer son-in-law of ex-U.S. Presi- 
dent Gerald Ford. 

Tbe American guards had 
accompanied Marcos from r*w» 
United States on her return from 
nearly six years’ exile to face 
fraud and corruption charges. 

Marcos's lawyer Antonio 
Corood said the widow of the late 
dictator Ferdinand Marcos felt 
outraged but did not wish to flout 
government authority. 

It was the latest tangle between 
Mis. Marcos and die government 


of President Corazon Aquino, 
who ousted her and her husband 
in a 1986 popular revolt. 

On her arrival Monday Mrs. 
Marcos refused to comply with 
security rules, striding out of 
Manila airport through the ordin- 
ary passengers’ exit instead of 
leaving in a secure car down the 
tarmac. 

She suffered public hu miliati on 
Tuesday when she was finger- 
printed in court on tax evasion 


Mrs. Aquino has repeatedly 
rebuffed Mrs. Marcos’s requests 
for a meeting with her, saying she 
had no time. 


Bush stung by defeat in U.S. Senate race 


APPOINTED Democratic Sen. 
Harris Wafford upset former 
Attorney General Richard 
Thornburgh in Pennsylvania 
Tuesday night in a race with 
ominous overtones for- President 
George Bush. Republican Kftfc 


remaining in the term of the late 
Sen. John Heinz. 

“I think I was just lucky to be 
toe messenger of a message that 
was there,” exulted Mr. Wofford, 
who campaigned as an advocate 
of nationwide health insurance. 


Fordice stunned Gov. Ray Mabus extended jobless benefits and 
in Mississippi in off-year bal- middle-class tax .cuts, 
loting. Mr. Thornburgh conceded de- 

In a third surprise, Washington feat in Penssylvania, and the 
State rejected an effort to «iap state's other senator, Republican 
term limits on state officials and Alien Specter, said the returns 


Gates confirmed as CIA chief 


Washington (ap) — The 

Senate Tuesday t» e n » liriiningi y 
confirmed Robert Gates as head 
of the Central Intelligence Agen- 
cy (CIA) following a six-month 
ordeal that laid bare pai n f u l dis- 
putes within the spy agency. 

The vote was 64 for 31, a strong 
margin despite the taint of tiw 
Iran-contra affair dung to 
Mr. Gates through much of the 
confirmation hearings and 

charges that , he tailored intdfi- 
gence reports to soft tiw political 
views of Reagan atonmotrstion 


Backed by a solid plwtanr of 
Repubhcans, Mr. Gates bene- 
fited from a spHt vilfcjr Democra- 


tic ranks to survive the longest 
and most con troversial ap p roval 
process ever for a CIA nominee. 

Co nfi rm at ion also reversed tiw 
sharpest setback in tbe career of 
Mr. Gates, whose swift rise up 
the CIA ladder was stymied in 
1987 when President Ronald 
Reagan named h™ to h fw l tiw 
agency but he was forced to 
withdra w under thcckmd of Iran- 
contra. 

President George Bush said in 
a sta t ement issued after tiw Sen- 
ate’s action that toe “vote is a 
c onfirma ti o n Am Bob Gates has 
tiie professional expertise and ex- 
perience to lead our intelligence 
community riming thewi ch a n g in g 
times,” 


its members of Congress, House 
Speaker Tern Foley among them. 
A proposal to make W ashin g t on 
tiw first state to legalise doctor- 
assisted suicide failed as welL 
Democratic Ll-Goy. B rereton 
Jones was elected Governor of 
Kentucky over a veteran Repub- 
lican congressman hampered by 
an admission be had bounced 
checks at the bouse b ank. 

Mayors Ray Flynn in Boston 
and Kart Schmofce in Baltimore 
easily won new terms. 

But the tread ran toward anti- 
mcumbency. 

Mayor John Ronsakis of 
Savannah. Georgia, was turned 
out of office after 21 years; and 
Houston’s Kathy Whitmire after 
nine. Republicans gained control 
of tiw New Jersey lagii m t m . for 
tiw first time in two decades, 
capitalising cm poblic anger about 
a tax increase pushed through last 

year- 

Mr. Wofford, a lesser-known 

underdo g when the 

' "T spring, had 1,717,903 
votes or 56 per cent of toe votes, 

to the Rqpnbtican Thornburgh's 
1,372,187 or 44 per cent, with 93 
per otmt of the precincts tallied. 
He will serve out the three years 


should be read as a “very strong 
message” to Mr. Bush. 

“There are many, many 
domestic issues that have to be 
faced,” he said. “I think this tells 
(Bosh) what a very major state is 

thinking ” 

The White House declined to 
comment But Mr. Bush, in- 
creasingly criticised for the time 
he devotes to foreign affairs, 
announced as Che polls were dos- 
ing that be was scrapping planned 
two-week Asian trip later this 
month. 

Ronald Brown, chairman of 
the Democratic Tarty, called the 
Ptamsyivaaia verdict “a special 
sign” because it involved the kind 
of campaign that will be waged 
agai n st Mr. Bush next year. 

_ Rejection of the term limita- 
tion measure was good news, too, 
for tiie Democrats, and a setback 
for Republicans who hope to use 
such plans to unseat entrenched 
Democratic majorities in Con- 


The term limitation measure 
was rejected in defiance of pre- 
election polls and predictions that’ 
it might gain as much as 70 par 
cant of tiie vote. Mr. Foley, 
whose 27-year career could have 


been curtailed by the proposal, 
led a last-minute campaign 
against it. 

With 56 per cent of the vote 
counted, the measure was loang, 
53 per cent to 47 per cent. 

Tbe tally on the "death with 
dignity” measure was 55 to 45 
against, with 56 per cent of the 
precincts in. 

The Republicans could rejoice 
in Mississippi, though, where Mr. 
Fordice became tbe first Republi- 
can governor in more than a 
century. With 99 per cent of tiw 
votes counted, be had 355,452 
votes or 51 per cent, to Mr. 
Mabus’ 329,924 or 47 per cent. 
.Independent Shewn O'Hara had 
the balance. 

‘They thought that this was an 
impossible accomplishment,” 
said Mr. OnUce, 57. “I think this 
was a mandate for change.” 

In Kentucky, Mr. Jones won 
with 65 per cent of the vote, to 35 
per cent for his Republican rival, 
Rep. Larry Hopkins, in final re- 
turns. The victory by Mr. Jones, a 
former West Virginia Republi- 
can, extended a 24-year Demo- 
cratic hold on the governor’s 
office. 

Republican state legislator 
Geoige Allen was’ elected to the 
House from Virginia. He led 
Democrat Kay Slaughter, 62 per 
cent to 35 per cent, with 90 per 
cent of the votes tallied. Mr. 
Allen replaces retiring Republi- 
can D. French Slaughter, Kay 
Slaughter's cousin. 

In the other House race. 
Democrat Laden Blackwell beat 
three rivals to success former 
Rep. William Gray m in Phi- 
ladelphia, gaining roughly 40 per 


cent of the vote. 

Newly elected mayors ind tided 
Democrat Ed Rendell in Phi- 
ladelphia and former Republican 
Rep. Steve Bartlett in Dallas. 
Democrat Deedee Corradini was 
elected toe first woman mayor of 
Salt Lake dty. 

In Indianopolis, former pro- 
secutor Stephen Goldsmith, a 
Republican, swept to victory in 
his race to succeed outgoing four- 
term Mayor William Jfadnut HL 
In Houston, where Mr. Whit- 
mire was ousted, wealthy de- 
veloper. Bob Lanier and state 
Rep. Sgrtatfer Tomer headed into 
a December runoff. San.Frands- 
co Mayor Art Agues was nmning 
second and appeared beaded for 

a runoff with former Police Chief 
Frank Jordan. 

Washington, D.C., voters 
voted overwhe lming to 
manufacturers and sellers of cer- 
tain assault weapons liable for 
damage caused by theft use. The 
city struggles perpetually with 
violent crime. 

Texans approved a statewide 
lottery. 

The Pennsylvania race was the 
crown jewel of off-year balloting, 
with the White House and the 
nation’s entire political establish- 
ment watching closely in anticipa- 
tion of the 1992 presidential and 
congressional campaigns. 

Mr. Wofford, 65, was 
appointed to the seat Mr. 
Heinz, a Republican, waa kflfed 
in a {tome crash last (■tox.iiMr. 
Thornburgh, 59, a 1 B HULI "two- 
term governor, quickly 
an overwhelming favourite when 
he resigned his . cabinet post to 
make toe race. - 


BALTIMORE (AP) — A 
woman who was scalped as she 
slept in a bedroom was recover- 
ing Tuesday after surgery, police 
said. “Never in my 18 yean of 
police work — and I’Ve seen 
some pretty bizarre things. — 
have I seen anything quite like 
this,” said homicide detective 
David Brown. Sheila Cowherd, 
43, was in stable condition 
Tuesday at ths University of 
Maryland shock trauma centre, 
said Rochelle Cohen, a hospital 
spokeswoman. The woman’s 
scalp was cut off from her fore- 
head to toe back of her neck, said 
police, who were searching for 
her boyfriend to question him. 
Ms. Cowherd was found at the 
home of several elderly people, 
where she had asked to lie dowg 
Monday evening after arriving 
intoxicated, police said. Ms. Co- 
wherd and her boyfriend were 
friends with one of the residents, 
Tbe boyfriend knocked on tbe 
door later , in the evening and 
asked to use tbe bathroom. He 
left the boose 10 minutes later, 
authorities said. Another occu- 
pant found the womm mjnn<yt 
later in a secontLfloor bedroom, 
semiconscious and bleeding, 
heavily from the head, police 
said. They told officers they heard 
no sounds of a straggle. A 
weapon was not recovered but 
several double-edged razor 
blades were found in the room, 
police said. The scalp was found 
under the bed, police spokesman 
Dennis Hill said. Tbe hospital 
wouldn't comment on whetix? it 
was reattached during surgery. 
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1 fn 4 French did 
not read a book 
last year— study 


ma 




■PARIS (R) — One in four 
French people did not read a 
single book last year, according 
to a study published Tuesday 
after the opening of France’s g fit- 
‘teiing literary prize season. But 
toe survey by the National Pub- 
lishers Association showed that 
the top 10 per cent of French 
readers devoured more than 50 
books each in 1990. Tbe study 
found sales of science fiction in-_‘ 
creased almost six-fold last year 1 
while sales of detective novels feD . 
by more than a quarter ^ -It gave 
no reason. Alarmed by tbe grow- 
ing number of people who prefer 
television to books in a country 
which has long prided itself on its. 
intellectuals. Culture Minister 
Jade Lang has launched a cra- 
paignto encourage the French to 
read. It is called “the rage of 
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China computerises^ 
2,000-year old 
( Art OfWar* 
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PEKING (R) — China's People’* 
Liberation Army has designed a 
computer system to study “Tlte 
Art Of War,” a 2,000-year-old 
classic of Chinese military: 
sttategy written by the General 




has said the amiy’s Lcwistics-Etf 
pneering Institute haaprogranv- 
med the co mputer system wfto 
contributions by over 500! 
Ch i n e se and foreign military ex- - 
pertsas well as 100 indices' 
over 1J» mfifion bytes' 
of data. “The new svstem M 


any part of the wcnid-famcmi - 
work, as well as- analysing ; tfe_ 
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«y strategist,” the 
said. - 
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